waats strong imlrtar^ presence in regkm 


WASKlNCrrON (AP) — Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf said Wednesday 
the united States must maintain a strong military presence in the Middle 
cast to prevent conflict from erupting there. Schwarzkopf, whose 
«a«r«ip of military forces in Operation Desert Storm has made him a 
national hero, said the allied success stemmed from statc-of-tbc-an 
equipment, vigorous training and planmng, and strong support from the 
u.h, public. But Schwarzkopf said another regional conflict, if not 
contained, could threaten vital U.S. interests. **We could again face 
su bstan tial enemy forces armed with increasingly lethal conventional and 
unconventional weaponry.'* Schwarzkopf told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. Dressed in hu military uniform he said the United States 
must keep a military presence in the region. Schwarzkopf has announced 
plans to retire soon. Senators questioned Schwarzkopf about reports of 
controversy within the military that have emerged since the war ended. 
The bhint-spoken general described as "sheer unadulterated poppycock** 
a report dial marines did not follow his orders precisely during the 
invasion of Kuwait. He said there was "zero intcrservice rivalry that 
occurred in the war.** 


Greece to expel six PLO diplomats 
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ATHENS, Grrece (AP) — Greece will expel six PLO officials holding 
diplomatic rank and 20 other Palestinians it says are connected to an April 
bombing (hat killed seven people, police said Wednesday. The diplomats 
flom the Palestine Liberation Organisation, whose mission in Greece has 
the status of an embassy, were given eight days to leave Greece. The other 
20. identified as students and workers, were all under arrest. The 
announcement said they will be expelled within IS days. The April 19 
blast in the southern port diy of Patras killed a Palestinian student and six 
Greeks. Police said 26-year-old Ahmad Ai Hashikeh. a student at Patras 
University, was leaving a building with a 12-kilogrammc bomb intended 
for the office of a British diplomat when it prematurely exploded. Two 
weeks later, five Palestinians were arraigned on terrorism charges in 
connection with the blast and police said they had uncovered an Arab 
terrorist network operating in Greece. The PLO's embassy here said it 
helped Greek police uncover the network by finding and turning over one 
of its ringleaders. 26-year-old Assar Al Nobani. 
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Talabani rejects 
draft Iraqi 
constitution 


Iraqi pilgrims 
leave for S. Arabia 


BAGHDAD (R) — Several hun- 
dred Iraqi pilgrims left for Mecca 
on Wednesday saying they hoped 
they would be welcomed in Saudi 
Arabia despite the bitterness 
caused by die Gulf war. Die 
pilgrims left the prosperous 
Baghdad neighbourhood of 
Zayuna in a dozen coaches each 
of which bore a poster showing 
President Saddam Hussein kis- 
sing the black stone of the Kaaba, 
reveried focus of the annual haj 
to Mecca. “We hope we will be 
well received. We are Muslims. 
We come in peace,** Adnan 
Baghdadi, a 30-year-old business- 
man, told Reuters outside the 
Rubai Mosque. 


U.N. to help 

Iraqi Shiites 


GENEVA (AP) — The United 
Nations ptess to ' extend assist- 
ance currently provided to the 
Kurds in northern Iraq to Shiite 
Muslims m die south of the coun- 
try, top officials said Wednesday. 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar told reporters he 
was “quite worried,” about re- 
ports from Iran that hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqi Shiites were 
trapped in marshes in southern 
Iraq and faring a massacre by 
Iraqi troops. However, Sadrud- 
ding Aga Khan, U.N. special 
representative for humanitarian 
efforts in the Gulf, said a mission 
to southern Iraq last weekend 
“did not c onfirm toe alarmist 
reports... and (fid not witness any 
exceptional mass movements,” in 
the marsh area. “But we have to 
remain vigilant.” he told a meet- 
ing of U.N. agencies and donor 
gov ernmen ts. Iraq has denied the 
reports that, it is mounting an 
offensive against the Shiites. 


Hogg leaves 
Lebanonwith 
guarded optimism 


BEIRUT (AP) — British Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
concluded a three-day visit to 
Lebanon Wednesday, saying that 
“trends are encouraging” for re- 
lease of western hostages 
although there are no conclusive 
signs of an immediate release. 
Hogg made his remarks at an 8 
a.m. (0500 GMT) news confer- 
ence at the hilltop residence of 
British ambassador David 
Tatbera in Rabieb before driving 
to Syria. “There are no conclu- 
sive signs of an immediate re- 
lease," 1 Hogg said. “I don’t want 
to raise any false expectations, 
but tbs trends are encouraging 
and there’s general feeling that 
I've encountered wherever I’ve 
been here that this tragic chapter 
is coming to a conclusion.” Hogg 
said odg of tiring be planned to do 
during his 24-hour stay in Syria 
was to “express my appreciation 
for what the government of Syria 
has done to explore what more 
could be done by to at govern- 
ment" 


Sudan to consider 

U.S. peace proposal 


KHARTOUM ( AP) — The gov- 
ernment will consider a pea* 
plan proposed by a U.S. offidal 
to end me African axuatxy’s S- 
«ar-old civil war* a Sudanese 
official said Wednesday. Pio 
Yukwan Deng, a member of 
Sudan's ruling military council, 
spoke of a proposal by U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State for 


a recent wrrfereace on Sudan In 
Washington. 


AMMAN THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JUNE 13-14, 1991, THJ ALQU’DEH 30-31, 1411 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 rivals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


ISTANBUL, Turkey (R) — A 
Kurdish rebel leader said on 
Wednesday that Iraqi Baath par- 
ty plans to ensure its monopoly of 
power and enshrine the personal- 
ity cult of Saddam Hussein were a 
major obstacle in talks cm auton- 
omy for Kurds. Jala I Talabani. 
leader of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), said: "The 
Baath Party has drafted a con- 
stitution which is not acceptable 
to us. This is a major obstacle to 
democratisation in Iraq.” Tala- 
balni and Massoud Barzani, head 
of the Kurdistan Democratic Par- 
ty (KDP), have been negotiating 
on autonomy for Iraq’s 3.5 mil- 
lion Kurds since April, following 
the collapse of a Kurdish revolt. 
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‘Israel must quit S. Lebanon’ 
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Palestinians should pick 
own negotiators — U.S. 
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Wefl- wishers sign a register at Al Hussein Medical hospital inquiring about King Hussein's health 

Centre Wednesday after thousands flooded the (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


Arab, world leaders call, 
cable King; Jordanians flood 
hospital to wish him well 


WASHINGTON (Agendcsl — 
Palestinians have the right to pick 
their own negotiators for peace 
talks with Israel, the State De- 
partment said Tuesday. 

The assertion, by spokesman 
Richard Boucher, followed re- 
ports from Tel Aviv that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
had claimed the right of his gov- 
ernment to approve any Palesti- 
nian delegation. 

"Obviously, as we’ve said be- 
fore. Palestinians must choose 
those who would represent them 
in negotiations ,*’ Boucher said. 

He also announced that Secretr 
ary of State James Baker would 
meet Thursday with Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister David Levy. 

Levy’s visit will also give Presi- 
dent George Bush another 
chance to try to persuade Israel to 
drop its objections to even token 
U.N. participation in negotia- 
tions with the Arabs. 

In four trips to the area. Baker 


seemed to have resolved the 
Palestinian issue in his talks with 
Israeli and Arab leaders. The 
expectation was that Palestinians 
not identified with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation would 
attend in a delegation with Jor- 
dan. 

Since then, however, there 
have been indications the Palesti- 
nians might try to arrange for a 
delegation of their own. 

As a result, Shamir told Israeli 
journalists on Sunday that his 
government would insist on 
approving the names of Palesti- 
nians attending the negotiations. 

These developments could 
complicate the al ready-difficult 
task Bush and Baker face in 
trying to set up peace talks. 

U.S. diplomacy already is 
stalemated over the twin issues of 
whether the United Nations 
would have a role in the negotia- 
tions and whether the conference 
would be reconvened in the event 


of an Arab- Israeli deadlock. 

*In another development, 
American Ambassador Ryan 
Crocker said in Beirut on 
Wednesday the United States was 
putting pressure on Israel to with- 
draw its troops from south Leba- 
non. 

“As for the Israeli presence in 
south Lebanon, we think, and we 
have officially announced, that 
Lebanon should be freed from all 
non-Lebanese forces,” Crocker 
told reporters. 

“We are exerting pressure on 
Israel in south Lebanon.” , 

Israel holds a 15 kilometre 
deep zone in south Lebanon 
which it carved out in 1985 to 
protect its borders from Lebanese 
and Palestinian guerrilla attacks. 

Israel says its troops will re- 
main in the south until Beirut can 
guarantee border security. Its 
planes raided Palestinian bases in 


(Continued on page 5) 


King recuperating 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has recovered from 
an irregular heartbeat ailment 
and is expected to leave hospital 
after completing a series of 
medical checkups, an official 
statement by the Royal Court 
said Wednesday. 

The statement said: The Royal 
Court is pleased to announce that 
His Majesty has responded to the 
medicine given to him, and his 
heartbeat became regular at one 
p.m. Wednesday. His Majesty is 
recuperating and doctors have 
recommended that he leave after 
completing necessary clinical 
tests. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, His Majesty re- 


ceived cables of good wishes from 
Sultan Qaboos of Oman. King 
Hassan of Morocco and President 
Chadli Benjeded of Algeria. 

The King also received a tele- 
phone call from Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak who 
inquired about toe King’s health. 
President Assad wished King 
Hussein good health and both 
leaden exchanged views on the 
latest developments in toe region. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi also called to inquire 
about the King’s health. 

French Ambassador to Jordan 
Denis Bauchard conveyed to the 
chief of the Royal Court greetings 
to King Hussein from French 


President Francois Mitterrand 
who wished him continued health 
and happiness. 

Sudan's President Omar. Bashir 
called the chief of the Royal 
Court by telephone to inquire 
about the King’s health, and he 
wished him speedy recovery. 

U.S. President George Bush 
also sent a cable to King Hussein 
placing America’s medical facili- 
ties under his disposal and 
wishing him speedy recovery. 

Muslim pilgrims from (he occu- 
pied Arab territories and Jordan 
now in Mecca for the annual haj 
sent cables to toe King praying 
that he speedily recover his 


DAMASCUS. Syria (AP) — Au- 
strian President Kurt Waldheim 
arrived Wednesday at the head of 
a political and economic delega- 
tion following a four-day visit to 
Iran. 


Syrian President Hafez Assad 
greeted the Austrian leader at the 
Damascus airport. They rode 
together in a motorcade to the 
Tishrin palace, the official guest 
residence. 


The pair held talks that in- 
cluded Waldheim's advisers and 
Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Al Sharaa and Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Al Zoubi, 
Assad’s spokesman Jibran 


Kourieh said. The contents of the 
talks were not disclosed. 

Assad and Waldheim were to 
meet again Wednesday after- 
noon. Kourieh said. 

Austria and Syria signed an 
economic cooperation agreement 
in 1988. On Tuesday, an advance 
Austrian delegation arrived from 
Tehran to discuss its implementa- 
tion. 

Before leaving Tehran earlier 
Wednesday, Waldheim expressed 
concern over Iranian reports of a 
pending massacre of Shiite Mus- 
lims in Iraq, Iran's offida 1 Islamic 
republic news agency reported. 

The former United Nations 
secretary general said that the 
U.N. Security Council should re- 


solve toe issue, said IRNA, moni- 
tored in Nicosia. Cyprus. 

The Iranian ambassador to the 
United Nations called for such 
steps to be taken Tuesday. 


Iran has daimed that 100.000 
Iraqi troops stand poised to 
launch an aerial and land offen- 
sive to wipe out hundreds of 
thousands of Shiite refugees pin- 
ned down in Iraq's south era 
marsh lands since their foiled 
rebellion in March. 


U.S. and other western offi- 
cials have said there is no evi- 
dence of an Iraqi military offen- 
sive, although there had been 
scattered clashes between Iraqi 
troops and Shiite rebels. 


Political activists laud move towards 


(Continued on page 5) 


pluralism without restrictions 


Aziz starts talks in Ankara 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


ANKARA (R) — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz began 
talks in NATO-member Turkey 
on Wednesday, opening a chink 
in Baghdad's diplomatic isolation 
since the Gulf war. 

“The Iraqi people and govern- 
ment have toe sincere desire to 
normalise... relations with Tur- 
key,” Aziz said at Ankara airport 
after arriving ou a flight from 
Amman. 

“We sincerely desire to further 
our relations by protecting joint 
interests and adhering to the prin- 
ciple of non-intervention in inter- 
nal affairs,” he said. 

Aziz’s visit to Turkey is the fust 
by a senior Iraqi official to any of 
the countries in the U.S.-led 
coalition that drove Iraqi troops 
oat of Kuwait in February. 

The former foreign minister. 


who was Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s chief spokesmen in the 
run-up to the Gulf war, requested 
the visit two months ago. 

He was expected to try to 
persuade President Turgut Ozal 
to resume trade and re-open vital 
oil export pipelines to the 
Mediterranean which Ankara 
dosed soon after Iraq's August 2 
conquest of Kuwait. 

Ozal told British Prime Minis- 
ter John Major by telephone on 
Monday that he would be telling 
Aziz in “extremely robust” terms 
of the need to promote democra- 
cy and peace in Iraq. 

He said on Friday that receiv- 
ing Aziz did not signal a change in 
policy towards Iraq. Ankara has 
made clear it would not lift sanc- 
tions without U.N. Security 
Council approval. 


“There is no doubt that Turkey 
will abide by a U.N. derision on 
the sanctions," foreign ministry 
spokesman Murat Sungar told 
reporters on Wednesday. “With- 
out a U.N. decision it is out of toe 
question (hat the pipeline be 
opened.” 

Turkey firmly backed toe anti- 
Iraq alliance during the Gulf cri- 
sis and let U.S. planes bomb its 
neighbour from a southern base. 

But toe U.N. embargo on trade 
with Iraq has cost it hundreds of 
millions of dollars in lost pipeline 
fees, contracts and trade. 

Ankara, battling its own separ- 
atist Kurdish guerrillas, is also 
concerned about the possible re- 
percussions of autonomy talks 
between Baghdad and Iraqi Kur- 


( Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Socialist Baa to Party supports 
His Majesty King Houssein’s 
ideas of having political parties in 
Jordan but not a congestion of 
multitudes of parties and also 
believes in toe freedom of creat- 
ing political parties as provided 
for by the. Jordanian constitution, 
according to the party spsokes- 
man lawyer Ahmad AI Najdawi. 

Mr. Najdawi told toe Jordan 
Times and Al Ra'i that toe Baath 
Party does not support toe idea of 
imposing restrictions or condi- 
tions on toe political parties be- 
cause this would infringe on their 
rights unless toe restrictions aim 
at preventing an ecroachment on 
the rights of others or toe nation- 
al security or state soveriegnty. 

As a national party, we are not 
affiliated to anv other nation and 


we seek Arab unity and follow 
the principles and ideas embo- 
died in toe Great Arab Revolt 
which calls for unity among Arab 
countries and does not believe in 
toe artificial borders set up by toe 
colonialist powers, Najdawi said. 

Azmi Al Khawaja secretary 
general of the Jordanian Demo- 
cratic Poplular Unity -Party said 
that his party believed in political 
pluralism without any restrictions 
or conditions that can harm the 
march of democracy. We believe 
Jordan's parties could merge 
once they h3ve been created, if 
they need or find fit, but there 
should be no restriction on toe 
formation of any party. 

Antal Nafaa. a member of the 
political bureau of the Jordanian 
Communist Party voiced support 
for toe creation of political par- 
ties describing toe move as com- 
plementary to toe general elec- 
tions of 1989 and the democratic 


process in toe Kingdom. 

Now that democracy is being 
enhanced there can be no justi- 
fication for toe continuation of 
the martial law, and its cancella- 
tion is not only a popular demand 
but rather a requirement for toe 
democratic life in the country 
Nafiaa said. She said that the 
Jordanian Communist Party 
adopts a political programme 
aimed at unifying all national 
forces. 


Mohammad Abdul Rahman 
Khaiifah, toe Muslim Brother- 
hood’s spiritual leader, said that 
Islam calls for the acceptance of 
various views so as to open toe 
way for all groups to have a say. 
But the Muslim Brotherhood, be 
said, has reiterated its ideas, con- 
sidering Isalm as toe source and 
authority of ideas and principles 
organising life in an Islamic socie- 
ty- 


Parents disgruntled with education meet prime 


minister, express satisfaction with meeting 


By Nermeea Murad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A delegation rep- 
resenting parents of private 
and public school children who 
have been protesting a series of 
controversial derisions taken 
recently by the minister of 
education Wednesday met 
with Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran and described their 
two-hour meeting with him as 
“fruitful, useful and full of 
constructive dialogue.’ 


The eight-member group 
presented the prime minister 
with a petition signed by over 
5,000 parents and educational- 
ists, urging him to “protect the 
educational march from toe 
dangers befalling it.” 

Parents and concerned 


citizens as well as many orga- 
nisations and groups started a 
campaign in May to prevent 
what they termed “politicisa- 
tion” of education and protect 
"freedom of choice for parents 
and students.” 

The aim of the campaign, 
which included meetings with 
parents in the different private 
and public schools and cli- 
maxed in the signing of the 
petition, was to put pressure 
on the government to rescind a 
number of controversial deci- 
sions taken by the minister of 
education, Dr. Abdullah 
Akaileh, regarding ministry 
policies and appointments, the 
running of private schools and 
mixing between the sexes at 

school age . 

“The prime minister under- 
stood our points of view and 


discussed them with us. He was 
very very positive on quite a 
few number of points we 
raised,” a spokesman for the 
3-member delegation. Mr. 
Abdul Ruhman Bitar said. 

The petition which was 
handed to the prime minister 
during toe meeting says “toe 
series of administrative and 
educational decisions by the 
ministry exposes the educa- 
tional process to imblance.” 

Another member of the de- 
legation said that toe team also 
gave the premier copies of the 
minister's memos and written 
decisions in the past year. 

Mr. Bitar told the Jordan 
Times in an interview that toe 
5 , 000 -plus signatories' of toe 
petition felt that these deri- 
sions “reflect a theory in 
education that the parents of 


smdents at all levels of educa- 
tion do not believe in.” 

"We told toe prime minister 
that we find that these deci- 
sions do not serve any useful 
educational aim, and do not 
help or contribute to toe de- 
velopment of our future gen- 
erations," Mr Bitar said. “The 
derisions,” he continued, "in- 
fringe on the freedom of pa- 
rents in society as stipulated in- 
toe constitution and toe law,” 
Mr. Bitar said. 

”We argued that a public 
servant cannot impose his pri- 
vate views and translations of 
toe law and put them in place 
of the common and compre- 
hensive translation of toe laws 
and the constitution," Mr. 
Bitar said. 

“That would mean that toe 
law and toe constitution are 


contingent on one person's vi- 
sions and that is harmful.” Mr. 
Bitar added. 

The idea of a petition was 
sparked by an April 30 deci- 
sion by Minister Akaileh de- 
creeing that fathers cannot 
attend certain activities of their 
daughter at school. But the 
move had been precipitated 
weeks earlier by a string of 
measures that the minister, 
who is a member of toe Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement, the 
junior partner in Mr. Badran’s 
government, took to “Isla- 
mise” education. 

These measures included in- 
troducing the "victory prayer,” 
which children had to rerite at 
their schools every morning. 
The prayer condemns western 
and Zionist influence and calls 
upon God to “bring their des- 


truction through heir own 
doing, may God encircle them, 
may God shame them and 
bring us victory over them." 

Another controversial deci- 
sion by Minister Akaileh was 
the laying off of 14-high- 
ranking officials at his minis- 
try. The minister’s measures 
reportedly also included ban- 
ning male sports coaches from 
teaching sports to girls, limit- 
ing schools' freedom to dose 
on Christian holidays (if they 
are not officially registered as 
Christian missionary schools), 
setting mid-term examinations 
in toe week of the Christmas 
holidays and attempting to ban 
certain books deemed incom- 
patible with the Kingdom’s 
“religious and moral ethics. ” 


(Continued on page 5) 


Six 

political 

activists 

detained 


on charges 


of slander 


By Ijmk K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


Waldheim begins Damascus visit 


AMMAN — Security sources dis- 
closed Wednesday that six politic- 
al activists, who were detained on 
June 3, were being held for inves- 
tigation on charges of distributing 
leaflets which contained personal 
slander against Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran. 

But the same sources said that 
there was no evidence thar the 
detained activists were the ones 
who issued or distributed the 
pamphlets except that copies of 
toe leaflets were found in some of 
their houses. 

The security sources said that if 
toe investigation proved that the 
detainees — who are members of 
the Jordanian Communist Party 
“the revolutionary path” — were 
connected with the pamphlets 
they will be put on trial. 

If the suspects were put on trial 
and convicted of the slander 
charges, they could face sent- 
ences of up to two years impris- 
onment. according to toe Jorda- 
nian law. 

But toe security sources said 
that they were not sure yet if the 
suspects would be referred to 
court. “If they were to be put on 
trial, depending on toe investiga- 
tion, they will be referred to a 
civil court and not a martial 
court," the sources told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Meanwhile, the arrests sparked 
a debate among political activists 
and some parliament members 
who argued that the detention of 
the group was in contravention 
with the spirit of the democratisa- 
tion process. 

“No-one should be detained 
for his political views. Freedom 
of expression should be guaran- 
teed by democracy," said Parlia- 
ment member Fakhri Kawar 
(Democratic bloc, Amman) who 
has been in touch with the gov- 
ernment over the affair. 

Mr. Kawar said that he was not 
aware of the slander charges but 
ruled our toe possibility that the 
activists, some of whom he knows 
personally, would pursue such 
means to express their opposition 
to government policies. 

“I have just learned from you 
about such accusations, but these 
are unsubstantiated claims,” be 
said. “I personally rule out such a 
possibility. 

**!n any case the idea of arrest- 
ing someone based on suspicions 
is simply unacceptable," he said. 

Mr. Kawar revealed that he has 
been in touch with Interior Minis- 
ter Salem Masaadeh about toe 
arrests. “The minister did not 
specify any charges bur told me 
yesterday that he believed that 
the group must have done some- 
thing which prompted toe secur- 
ity forces to take such measures 
since there have been orders not 
to arrest anyone," he told the 
Jordan Times. 

Securiry officials denied that 
toe six activists were held for 
opposing government policies. 

“We did not arrest them for 
critidsiflg toe government's poli- 
cies or for their political views. 
But they had resorted to personal 
slander of the prime minister,” a 
security official told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The six activists were rounded 
up by armed security forces after 
midnight on June 3, according to 
their families. 

The security sources said that 
although the pamphlets were not 
signed by the group they found 
copies in toe homes of some of 
those arrested. They did not spe- 
cify toe names of the activists who 
had the pamphlets in their 
homes, but said that Mr. Issam 
Al Tal, who is believed be toe 
leader of the group, has denied 
during interrogations any respon- 
sibility for the pamphlets. 

The pamphlets, signed by toe 
"Committee of Jordanian 
Youth,” included a scathing car- 
toon of Mr. Badran and a satirical 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Pive years to cap 
ifuwaft wells 


WASHINGTON (R) _ U.S. oil 
*; c -! firefighter Red Adair pre- 
dicted on Tuesday that limited 
shipment and water supplies in 
Kuwait could mean it will take up 
tc five years to cap the estimated 
459 oil wells still burning there. 

The 76-year-old Texan, with 
nearly 50 years of experience 
fighting oil fires, told a U.S. 
Senate Gulf pollution task force, 
“ct the rate we’re going ... if we 
gei through in the next four or 
fra years we ’ll be lucky.” 

AdaiT said firefighting teams 
have now extinguished 157 oil- 
well fires. 

ins Kuwaiti government and 
ccc of the other three firefighting 
learns working with Adair’s team 
to extinguish die Kuwaiti fires 
said they could be extinguished 
within a year. 


“No way,” Adair told the sena- 
tors. 

But Adair predicted the time it 
would take to put out the remain- 
ing fires could be cut in half if 
enough water and proper equip- 
ment were provided. 

Adair told the senators that if 
Kuwait stopped the firefighting 
procees for two days and instead 
put the money it was spending 
into purchasing more equipment, 
they could buy enough equip- 
ment to put out the fires. 

“If they'd take two days delay 
they could buy all the equipment 
they need," Adair said. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency administrator William 
Reilly told the same panel that 
the Kuwaitis are losing billions of 
dollars every 10 days to two 
weeks on tbe burning oil. 


rgq moves to limit health problems 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (XP) — The health ministry has ordered the 
closure of 271 roadside restaurants and banned the sale of white 
cheese in an effort to prevent disease in a country struggling under 
£ U.N. embargo. The government newspaper AJ Jumhuriya said 
Ibe ministry was closing truckstops, cafes and casinos along 
intercity highways, apparently because of difficulties maintaining 
health standards. It also said the ministry had banned the sale of 
7 jhite cheese, a typical Arab food generally kept in liquid and sold 
in bulk. Health officials and foreign relief agencies have expressed 
concern that .cholera, typhoid and other diseases could spread in 
country as the temperatures soar high into the 40s making it 
easy for microorganisms to grow in untreated water. The Iraqi 
News Agency reported Monday that 200 cases of cholera had 
teen reported over the past month and that one patient had died, 
tiaq’s water and sewage systems were damaged by allied bombing 
during the Gulf war. Much of Baghdad's sewage flows directly 
•pto the Tigris River, a major water source for cities and villages 
downstream , which often lack facilities to treat the water. The 
International Committee of the Red Cross has been impoiting 
chlorine in bulk to help treat water in Iraq, whose own 
cbbrine^producing plants were battered during the war. 
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Libya award 
lean Indians 


77JF0LII, Libya (AP) — A 
225U.no prize, set by Libyan 
leader Mo am mar Gadhafi, was 
pven Monday to a group of 
.--inerican Indians in appreciation 
for their “struggle for freedom.” 

The group, comprising 21 na- 
zvs Americans from the United 
£-x‘es, Canada, Mexico. Chile, 
I oliria and Panama received the 
7 “ ze called the “human rights 
Lv/ard” in a ceremony held at a 
inference hall in this capital 
•rir/. 

Gadhafi did not attend the 
rsrsnocey which was used to criti- 
the “imperialist policies” of 
t r.s United States, Israel and the 
7'esl. Speaker after speaker cal- 
led the U.S. and Western govem- 
~;nts “gangsters.” 

* band of Libyan youth dres- 
b blue uniforms opened die 
c^remoney by claying a tune cal- 
“Allah.” 

Among the tribes represented 
were the Mohawk, the Chippe- 
-vo, Dakota and Choctaw. 

Abdsl-Hamid A1 Sayeh, head 
of the Palestine National Council 
or the Palestinian pariiaxnent-in- 
eziis and Farouk Abo Issa, the 
iead of the Arab Lawyers Union, 
v/e re among the prominent 
speakers. 

They praised the American In- 
dians struggle against white 
domination drawing parallels 
vrith the Palestinians fight to end 


the Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

“The United States, the leader 
of oppression which claims that it 
is the caretaker of the world, will 
inevitably end up in shame and 
humiliation,” AJ Sayeh said to 
the applause of the audience. 

“They have suffered from 
oppression and racism. Israel is 
applying the same kind of col- 
onialism through settlements,” 
Abu Issa said. 


The leader of the group who 
received the prize, held up the 
cheque with a broad smile on his 
face while posting for pictures. 
Libyan women in the audience 
ululaed. 

Wabun Inini, whose name 
means man of dawn, said the 
money will be put in a fund for all 
Indian nations. 

Ruth Deeny. a native Amer- 
ican from Minneapolis, said she 
does not believe U.S. allegation 
that Gadhafi was sponsoring ter- 
rorism. 


“I fully realise what his reputa- 
tion is, many of our people were 
considered terrorists such as 
Crazy Horse ... I don’t believe 
it,” she said. 

“If they call him a terrorist, 
they have to call (U.S. president) 
George Bush a terrorist for kill- 
ing all these people in Iraq,” she 
added. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Olga Nawas and brothers 

Extend their sincere 
congratulations to 
Dr. Ibrahim Nawas and 
family on the occasion 
of the graduation 
of their daughter | 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 


ISM . 
1&09 . 


18:30 . 


39:19 . 




!9dW . 
2Mi . 
2fc30 . 


2%M . 
223* .. 

News in English 

Movie (rf tbe week: “ Kaleidoscope" 


Chm-di of the Aunudathm Tel. 
623541. 

AflgUna OamA TeL 625383. TeL 
62S543. 

Armenia* Catholic Charcb Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Abb— International Charch Tel. 
827981, 685326. 

Enopdoi Lathem Charch Tel: 
811295. 

The Charch of Jean Chctet of Latter- 
D*y Safa* Tel. 8T58I7 and 654932. 
C h a r ch of Nazarane Td. 675691 


8&S5 Fair 

flfcZ 7 ... ...(Sunrise) Doha 

12-33 Dhuhr 

16:13 - -Asr 

1WJ Magbreb 

28:10 -Islia 


BuOctia supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


It «3I be hir and winds will be 
northwesterly moderate, la Aqaba, 
winds wiD be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


St. Mary et Nazareth Charch SweHleti 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Charch, Tel. 
632785. 

SC Joseph Charch Tel. 624590. 
Charch of the Aaaaadatioa Tel. 
637440. 

D* la S«0e Charch Tel. 661757 
Ten— a n te Charch Tel: 622366 


Mm -/max. temp. 

Amman 15/28 

Aqaba 22/36 

Deserts 13/30 

Jordan Valley 201/ 35 


Yesterday's high te mp er atu res: Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 35. HurnkSty readings: 
Amm a n 50 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
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T NEWS IN BRIEF 


Afghan ruling party endorses U.N. peace plan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — President NajibuJiahs ruling Watan 
(homeland) Party has endorsed a U.N. plan to end the 12-year- 
old civil war in Afghanistan, Kabul radio said on Tuesday. The 
five-point plan proposed by U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar last month has already been accepted by Najibullah’s 
Soviet-backed government as well as Pakistan and Iran, who back 
the Afghan rebels. The broadcast, monitored in Islamabad, said 
an extraordinary session of the Watan central council supported 
the proposal on Tuesday expressed readiness to work for its 
implementation. Some hardline Pakistan-based Afghan guerrilla 
parties have rejected the plan, which entails a ceasefire and a 
transitional administration leading to elections. Some moderate 
guerrilla parties have expressed reservations . The Watan meeting 
expelled an embassy official in Bulgaria for betraying the party 
and the country, the radio said. It gave his name as Dastagir and 
did not say what position he held. 


former Royal Marine commando. Brand was detained test 
September while working on a contract with President Saddam 
Hussein’s government to dear mines and was later sentenced to 
life imprisonment for alleged spying. Major wrote to U.S. 
President George Bush earlier this month appealing for further 
U.S. pressure on Iraq to release the two men. British news reports 
said die names of the two were on a list of prisoners to be freed 
that was agreed upon by Iraqi officers at their meeting -at the end 
of the Golf conflict with U.S. Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf, the 
■allied commander-in-chief. The reports said Iraq released most of 
those on the list but continued to hold Richter and Brand. Mrs. 
Richter is scheduled to fly to Amman, Jordan, on July 6 and will 
be picked up by a Soviet diplomat other there or at the Iraq! 
border. She said she hopes to see her husband July 8. The London 
newspaper The Independent quoted her as saying: "The Soviets 
have been extremely helpful. They have been delivering mail 
from me to lan and vice versa. Even before I got my visa, they 
had promised they would accompany me to the prison.” 


Israeli President Chaim Herzog arrives in Hungary Nearty half-million pilgrims arrive in Saudi Arabia 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — President Chaim Herzog arrived 
Tuesday on the first official visit of an Israeli head of state to 
Eastern Europe, state television reported. Herzog will be in 
Hungary June 11-17, during which time he will have talks with 
Arpad Goencz, his Hungarian counterpart, as well as Prime 
Minister Jozsef Antall and church leaders. He also plans to unveil 
a memorial to Jewish martyrs. Herzog, who has visited Hungary 
on two previous occasions in a private capacity told the daily 
Magyar Hirlap (Hungarian Journal) last week that he was looking 
forward to his trip “with great anticipation.” Antall visited Israel 
May 13 for a three-day official visit, the first ever by a Hungarian 
head of government. 


Navy to investigate claim of ignored 
surrender in Gulf war 


NORFOLK, Virginia (AP) — The navy said Tuesday it would 
investigate allegations that Iraqi soldiers occupying oil platforms 
off Kuwait tried to surrender early in the Gulf war but were 
ignored by allied forces. Five Iraqis were killed, three wounded 
and 23 taken prisoner when U.S. and Kuwaiti forces attacked 11 
platforms on the night of Jan. 18. according to the navy's Atlantic 
Heet headquarters. No Americans or Kuwaitis died in the 
skirmish, two days after the start of the war. The USS Nicholas, a 
frigate based in Charleston. South Carolina, led the attack. The 
allegations were raised after the frigate left the Gulf region, said 
Capt. Ken Pease, a spokesman for the Norfolk-based Atlantic 
fleet. The navy wouldn't identify the source of the allegations. 
After a preliminary inquiry, the commander of the Atlantic 
Fleet's surface forces decided to convene a formal fact-finding 
body to investigate the matter. Pease said. “The objective is to 
shed all the light on this combat action,” Pease said. 


JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia (AP) — Close to half a million people 
from various parts of the world have so far arrived in Saudi 
Arabia for the annual Haj, or Muslim pilgrimage, itr was officially 
announced Tuesday. The Saudi Press Agency, quoting Director 
General of Passports Major Gen. Fahd AJ Sharif, said a total of 
467 ,005 pilgrims bad arrived in Saudi Arabia by Monday. The Haj 
to Islam's holiest shrines at Mecca and Medina culminates this 
year around June 23. By that time, an estimated 1 million people 
from abroad, plus an equal number from within the kingdom, are 
expected to have congregated at the shrines. The pilgrims, coming 
from around the world, are gathered at certain terminals known 
as Haj dries at Jeddah and various entry points into the country. 
They remain here a day or two until their passports are processed 
before they are driven to Mecca or Medina. Mecca is about 80 
kilometres from this Red Sea Port, while Medina is about 450 
kilometres. Meanwhile, 2, 500 pilgrims from the Soviet Union 
and 200 from Albania are coming at the personal expense of King 
Fahd. The Saudi monarch started the gesture in recent years as 
part of his attempts to enable Muslims in communist countries to 


perform the pilgrimage, a must for each able-bodied Muslim at 
least once in h Is life. 


Troops seize large wazity of heroin in 
border area 


Wife of Briton imprisoned in iraq granted 
visa to visit him 


YUKSEKOVA, Turkey (AP) — Turkish troops seized 201 
kilogrammes of purified heroin near this village dose to the 
borders of Iraq and Iran, the semi-official Anatolia News Agency 
reported Tuesday. It said the soldiers detained 14 people and 
seized two Kalashnikov rifles and chemicals used to refine the 
narcotic. Anatolia said the quantity of heroin would have had a 
street value of about S50 million in the West. It did not say when 
the raid took place. Tacked in the nigged southeastern comer of 
the country. Yuksekova is a transit point and refinery for 
narcotics being smuggled overland from the Middle and Far East, 
drug enforcement officials say. 


LONDON (AP) — The wife of a Briton held in prison in Iraq for 
nearly six years said Tuesday she has been granted a visa to allow 
her to visit him for the first time in 12 months. Shirley Richter said 
Soviet envoys had promised to accompany her to visir her 
husband Ian Richter in the absence of diplomatic ties between 
Britain and Iraq. Richter, a 45-year-oid chemical engineer from 
Richmond in southwest London, was arrested in Baghdad in 1986 
and the following year was sentenced to life imprisonment over 
reported allegations of bribery to win business contracts. He is in 
Abu Ghraib prison near Baghdad. Prime Minister John Major has 
said Richter is innocent and called for his release together with 
that on another Briton imprisoned in Iraq. Douglas Brand, a 


UNESCO blames Israel for deteriorating 
education in West Bank 


PARIS (R) — UNESCO said on Tuesday Israeli-imposed curfews 
and sporadic closures of schools were eroding the level of 
-Palestinian education in the occupied West Bank and Gaza. The 
board of the United Nations Edu&tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation said a whole generation of pupils was affected. It 
appealed to member states to fund scholarships and grants for 
young Palestinians in the territories, where a revolt against Israeli 
rule has been raging for three and a half years. 


new government 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s 
prime minister designate on 
Wednesday began a second, in- 
tensive round of talks, to try to 
form a non-party government to 
prepare elections put off after 
violent dashes with Muslim 
radicals. 

Sid Ahmed Ghozali promised a 
caretaker administration, free 
from party influence after Presi- 
dent Chadb Benjedkl sacked the 
former government arid imposed 
a state of siege in response to 
demonstrations last week -in 
which up to 50 people were 
killed. 

The capital appeared calm with 

tanks and troops stationed only at 
key sites and main roads. But the 
military made several areests. af- 
ter beeches of the 11 p jn. to 330 
a.m. curfew and other minor inci- 
dents. 

Some strikers who backe d the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FfS)_ 
general strike, called off last Fri- 
day after it degenerated into vio- 
lence, faced problems getting 
their jobs back. 

A spokesman for the Islamic 
Workers Union, dose to FIS, 
said 30 per cent of the strikers 
had. not been allowed to resume 
work although they were starting 
slowly to be accepted. 

He did not give a total figure of 
those who had gone on strike. 

He said among tbe worst exam- 
ples was the Hassi R’Md gas and 
ml plant where he said about 
one-third of the total workforce 
of about 3,000 was still locked oat 
and over 1,000 security men 
guarded die plant 

FIS Leader Abassi Madani 
tried to visit the plant on- Sunday 
to help what was then said to be a 
figure of 260 strikers regain their 
jobs but was tuned back at a 
security checkpoint. 

Tbe union said several hun- 
dreds other strikers at several 
refineries were not yet back at 
work. 



AhaadMaitaBi 


- The FIS last Finlay caHed oh 
its strike saying' z£ had wo and 


would be held this year. ■ 

Le Guotidiea D’AJgene said 
on Wednesday that ISQ'tornm 
strikers were ffireateoed with 
sacking at Algiers port and othei 
workers were having , problems 
. going bad; to work. ; I : J . 

Most at the country’s key in- 
stallations, such as gas -and col; 
were largely unaffected by the 
strike. • t .‘ . - ~3. 

Ghozali has met - around 20Q 
people in ins attempt fo form a 
government. They included rep- 
resentatives from, among the 39 
parties who had been , (hie to 
compete in Algeria’s first mufti- 
party general elections on June 
27, leading personalities and 
members of cultural and other 
associations. 


Newspapers also reported 
problems for those who had sup- 
ported the FIS strike. El Moud- 
jahid, the organ of the former 
ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLN), appealed to Ghozali to 
announce an amnesty for the 
strikers. 

“This would be a most brother^. 
ly decision at a moment when the 
country has so much need at 
calming gestnzes,” it said. 


Appeals for emfing the state of 
siege, imposed for four months 
with a promise to lift h eartier if 
tbe cotmtry’5^ retDinedtononfta), 
have been ignored. " 

El Moudjahid in- a front page 
report said it shonld -be main- 
tamed becanse^f the grave threat 
hanging over Algeria. - 
It said that before FIS leaders 
called off the generaf strike, 
armed groups planned fo use a 
peaceful march that day to open 
fire on crowds and security 
forces. 

The newspaper said FIS lead- 
ers woe warned of the groups’ 
plans before Friday prayers and 
called off their strike. ■ - ’ 

The FIS was demanding 
changes in electoral laws it said, 
favoured the FLN and early pres- 
identml elections. _ 

The parliamentary poll is ex- 
j pgeted within months -s- with 
politicians and Western diplo- 
mats saying October or Novcm- 
-be^ are tbe znosf,3ikely dates. 


Morocco’s king surmounts problems in 30th anniversary year 


MOROCCO (AP) — King Has- 
san II faced riots by the poor and 
mass protest of his decision to 
join the Gulf war allies, but has 
maneuvered shrewdly to reas- 
sert his authority in his 30th year 
in power. 

No big parades or fanfare 
marked celebrations on March 3. 
The most notable event was a 
pledge in his royal address to bold 
long-delayed parliamentary elec- 
tions in 1992. Tbe last ones occur- 
red in 1984. 


diers to Saudi Arabia. 

Hassan seemed out of step with 
the national mood, but the dis-- 
content quickly dissipated. 

Fust, the king averted violence 
by backing off his threats to 
impose martial law. 

Second, the opposition did not 
seize the initiative. By the end of 
the Muslim holy month of Rama- 
dan in mid-April, attention had 
shifted from the war to the de- 
pressed tourist industry. 


He gazes from photographs 
hanging in most shops, clad either 
in a Western business suit or 
traditonal hooded robe. 


Hassan solidified his image as a 
moderate Arab leader in 1986 by 
meeting with Shimon Perez, then 
prime minister of Israel . 


Diplomats, Moroccan officials 
and opposition figures agree that 
Hassan, 62. remains in firm con- 
trol of his 24 million subjects and 
a monarchy dating to the 7tb 
century. He has maintained pow- 
er through political astuteness 
and occasional use of repression. 

Morocco threatened to break 
relations with France, its main 
trading partner, last fail after a 
French book documented tbe tor- 
ture and murder of the king's 
political opponents. 

On Dec. 14, a general strike 
turned into riots among the poor 
of several cities. 

Security forces used armoured 
vehicles to restore order in Fez, 


where police say five people died. 
Opposition groups put the figure 


Third, Morocco’s long history 
as an independent monarchy 
lends Hassan's regime a unifying 
authority rare in the Arab World. 

The opposition, whose republi- 
can elements were crushed long 
ago, does not question the mo- 
narbey as an institution. But it 
wants more political power. 

“All the problems stem from a 
non-participation in society," 
said Mohammad Bouzia, spokes- 
man for the Democratic Confed- 
eration of Labour; a sponsor of 
the general strike. 

“There is an absolute power 
that dictates the decisions,” be 
said. “We don’t contest the king. 
It’s the form and content of the 
policy.” 


much higher. 

As allied warpiantes bombed 
Iraq in February, 100,000 people 
marched in Rabat against Has- 
san's derision to sent 1,200 sol- 


Offidally, Morocco is a consti- 
tutional monarchy. In reality, no 
one doubts who rales. Tbe king is 
chief on state, commander-in- 
chief of tbe aimed forces and 
head of the Islamic faithful. 


He also persuaded neighbouring 
Algeria to halt military aid to the 
Polisario Front. Morocco’s rival 
for control of the Western 
Sahara. That pushed tbe rebels 
into accepting a U.N. referen- 
dum, expected early next year, to 
determine who should control the 
mineral-rich territory. 

Domestically, results are 
mixed. Morocco has attained 
agricultural setf-suffidency. but 
many peasants lost their tiny plots 
as farms modernised. Displaced 
rural families fill shantytowns 
around the major cities. 

The number of high school 
graduates has soared from 250 in 
1956 to 80,000 last year, but many 
cannot find jobs. The official 
illiteracy rate is 65 per cent. 

Although soldiers have put 
down riots by the poor at regular 
intervals. Morocco was one of tbe 
few African states with a legal 
opposition before experiments 
with multiparty government be- 
gan elsewhere on tbe continent. 

“We can no longer escape from 
democracy,” said Khalid Jetnai, 


editor of tbe opposition newspap- 
er L’Opinion. “There are the 
beginnings of a middle class. The 
middle classes need democracy to 
grow.” 

Morocco's monarchy dates to 
tbe sweep of Islam across North 
Africa in the 7th century. Royal 
dynasties rose and fell, but 
Morocco remained free of foreign 
domination until France estab- 
lished a protectorate in 1912. 


An independence movement 
rallied around Hassan’s father. 
King Mohammad V, and Moroc- 
co gained its freedom in 1956. 

The royal family's association 
with the straggle underpins its 
legitimacy. 

Hassan called on that support 
in tbe 1960s to enzefa opponents. 
Political activity was banned for 
the next 14 years. 

He drew on it again in the early 


1970s, when he foiled two coop 
attempts. 

Democracy was restored in 
1977 during a surge of public 
support for Hassan’s crusade to 
regafo foe Western .Sahara, a 
traditional part of Morocco that 
Spain had colonised. 

As the king ages, attention 
turns to Crown Prince Sidi 
Mohammad, 27, described as 
■ gentler than his father. 


Islamists emerge from political shadows 


RABAT, Morocco (AP) — Stu- 
dents praise their honesty. 
Labour unions court them as 
allies. They have burned Amer- 
ican flags and marched for Iraq. 
They urge the faithless to repent. 

In a nation whose monarch 
c laims descent from foe Prophet 
Mohammad, Islamic fun- 
damentalists are emerging from 
the political shadows. - 


“They’re divided and haven’t 
reached anything like the power 
they have in Algeria, but they’re 
there,” said Abdelariz Bennani, 
a human rights lawyer. No firm 
estimate exists of the number of 
fundamentalists among Moroc- 
co's 24 million people, but they 
have appeared by tbe thousands 
at recent political events. 

About 100,000 people, many 


with ties to Islamic movements, 
joined a pro-Iraq march Feb. 3 in 
Rabat. 

Thousands of fundamentalists 
marched through CasabJanca on 
May 1 in a May Day demonstra- 
tion organised by two unions. A- 
U.S. flag was burned. 

The fundamentalists are gain- 
ing increasing influence on uni- 
versity campuses. Some students 
feel the fundamentalists are hon- 
est and the government corrupt. 


In Casablanca, a medical stu- 
dent was killed April 18 when 
police with dubs dispersed a 
crowd protesting the dismissal of 
fundamentalist student leaders. 

Morocco's fundamentalist 
movement has much less power 
than the Islamic Salvation Front 
in neighbouring Algeria, which 


had posed a serious challenge in 
parliamentary elections that had 
been scheduled for June 27. 

President QiadH Bendjedid of 
Algeria postponed the elections 
June 4, after declaring a state of 
emergency in response to nearly 
two weeks of violent protests by 
the front’s followers. 

No umbrella organisation un- 
ites die diverse Islamic groups in 
Morocco and the government’s 
long acceptance of some political 
opposition dilutes foe discontent 
that fed fundamentalist move- 
ments in Algeria and Tunisia. 

Abdessalam Yassme, the best- 
know Islamic leader, is under 
bouse arrest. He first incurred 
royal disfavour in the 1970 with 
an open letter that accused King 
Hassan H of being a pleasure- 
seeker. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Akran Haddad (— ) 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Adnan A1 Zughoul ..... — .. 

Dr. Mufccd Tannons s . — .. 

Dr. Ahmad A 1 Daqen 

Dr. Mohammad Aba Mahfoaz 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

Al Aseraa pharmacy 

NairouXh pharmacy 

AJ Salem pharmacy 

Yaooub pharmacy 

Shmcisani pharmacy 


IRBID: 

Dr. AliSammBD ...... 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 


(-) 

(275825) 


Food Control Centre 

CSvil Defence Department 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

CSvil Defence Eme r ge n cy 

Rescue Police 192,621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department .... 

Hoiel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 


(directory assiatanee) .. — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman T el ephone 

Repain — 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Iordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FfigM Information 08-53200 

Queen Afo Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN-- 

Hnaein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity, J. Ann... 644281/6 
AJcQeh Maternity, J. Aran.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Madias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, ShmeisaDi 664171/4 

S h mes wni Hospital 669131 


University Hospital 84584S 

Af-Moasber Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic, Abdafa' 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrcea 777101/3 

AI-Basbir,J. AsfaraScfa 775111/26 

Army, Marta 8916H/15 

OaeeaAfia Hospital 60224050 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

ZARQAr 

ZanpCovz. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

RuSina Hospital (09)986732 

IRBID; 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catbobc Hospital (02)272275 
1I» Al Nafccs Hospital..... (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Pr in ces s Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Apple 720 / 450 

Banana 500/450 

Banana (Mokammar) 450 / 400 

Bean* 550/250 

Cabbage 100/ 50 

Carrot 240/ 180 

Cauliflower 300/250 

Coeumbcn (latge) 120 / 80 

Cucumbers (small) 220/ 160 

Eggplant 400/350 

Garlic 500 / 400 

Lemon 370/300 

Lettuce (per one) . — 150/100 

Marrow (Urge) 100/50 

Marrow (small) 170/120 

Onion (dry) 200/ 150 

Orange.,.. 350/200 

P=PP« fbot) 320/260 

Pepper (sweet) 360/300 

Potato 300/250 

Rwfish 150 / 100 

Sage 450 / 350 

Sweet meld] 260 / 220 

Tomatoes 220/160 

Watermelon 240/ 90 


jtoyal Jordanian (R4) Flights 
ftemtlntl 1) 


New Defiii ) 

IS 

Dubai, Aba Dhabi I 

I72S fum y | 

JJ2 — .. London ( 

l&M .... New York. Amsterdam | 

lifcS* Casablanca, Ttanfsj 

IMS — . — Bangkok, Cafcaaaj 


Othur nights (Terminal 2) 


**** Bahrain 

*5* Cairo 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Hights 

(Terminal (1) 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


MARKET PRICES 

Upperihwer price ia 6k per kg. 


This iofonnBtjoa b supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) m fon natimi depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Aha International 
Airport TeL (08)33300-5. when it 
should akrays be veriBed. 
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Bahrain, Doha ( 
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Home News 


Jordan, Germany 
sign grant agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An agree- 
ment was signed at the Ministry 
of Planning Wednesday, paving 
the way for the disbursement of a 
German grant, totalling 150 mil- 
lion DM, about 5105 million, to 
help fin a nce Jordan's purchases 
of German commodities and ser- 
vices. 

Agreement on the grant was 
reached during a visit to Jordan, 


last February, by German Fore- 
ign Minister Hans Dietrich uens- 
cber. The signing came amidst 
ongoing German- Jordanian dis- 
cussions in Amman about fu- 
ture economic cooperation and 
future German aid to Jordan. 

The German Bank for Recon- 
struction will provide the gram by 
paying for Jordanian services and 
commodities bought from Ger- 
many as of last February, under 
the terras of this agreement, and 
through a list of purchases to be 
submitted through the Central 
Bank of Jordan, a statement here 
said. 

According to the statement, 
the $105 million gram comes in 


The agreement Wednesday 
was signed by Ministry of Plan- 
ning Secretary General Safwan 
Touqan and Mr. Franz von Au- 
lock. head of Department for 
Jordan at the German Bank for 
Reconstruction, which is sup- 
plying the gram. 


Abdul Majid to visit Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arab 
League Secretary General Ismat 
Abdul Majid will be visiting Jor- 
dan in his forthcoming tour of 
Arab countries, which also in- 
cludes Syria and Lebanon, 
according to Jordan’s Ambassa- 
dor to Egypt Nabih A1 Nimer. 

Mr. Nimer told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, by tele- 
phone, that the visit would take 
place soon, but no date has yet 
been named. 

Mr. Nimer said that he met 
with Mr. Abdul Majid and discus- 
sed ending differences among 
Arab countries to pave the way 
for solidarity and puisne the path 


4,000 to graduate from 
University of Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Universi- 
ty of Jordan will Thursday turn 
oat its 26tfa batch of graduates 
and, according to dean of the 
Students Affairs Department 
Mohammad Mamser, 4,000 stu- 
dents will* be awarded their 
Bachelor, Masters or Doctorate 
degrees. ~ 

The graduation, he said, will 
take place at the Amman Sports 
Cily. 

The Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology (JUST) 
graduated its thud group of stu- 
dents Tuesday at a ceremony held 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan. The 
Crown Prince . dagibntod, .. de- 
grees and diplomas to 490 male 
and female students, including. 38 
who completed their post- 
graduate studies in engineering, 
pharmacy, nursing, public health, 
medicine, and dentistry. 

He also presented the disting- 
uished students with special 
awards. 

The Prince congratulated the 
graduates and noted in an address 
that science and technology were 
important for economic develop- 


ment, therefore it would serve as 
an important tool in the distribu- 
tion of the nations' wealth. 

He said that utilisation of phy- 
sics and chemistry could lead to 
the production of new materials 
that can bring about a change in 
human life. 

The Crown Prince said that 
there was urgent need to encour- 
age science and its application if 
Jordan was to preserve its poten- 
tials and achieve further develop- 
ment 

“Any university has the re- 
sponsibility to promote higher 
studies in all their forms, link 
education to the needs of the 
local community and prepare stu- 
dents to confront the challenges 
of the modern age,” Prince Has- 
san said. 

JUST President Kamel Ajlotmi 
also delivered an address outlin- 
ing the university's continued en- 
deavours to develop its different 
departments and congratulating 
the graduates and their parents. 

Several ministers, deputies and 
officials as well as members of 
diplomatic missions were present 
at the ceremony. 


Robbery case investigated 


By Ahmad jCrrishan 

Special to the Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — The prosecutor 
general is currently holding inves- 
tigations into a case involving 
three citizens wbo were said to 
have broken into a house in 
Abdoun and got away with its 
contents. 

Investigations involve 15 other 
persons who helped peddle the 
various items of furniture stolen 
from die bouse. 

The owner of tbe house re- 
ported to the police that he spent 
some time with relatives in Mar- 
ka, a district of Amman. A few 
days later he came bade to the 
home (he had rented in abdoun) 
only to find tbe door broken and 


all tbe contents of the bouse 

missing . 

Inquiries led the police to a 
jack up track, with the licence 
plate 151535 that had carried the 
furniture from the boose. The 
driver was summoned for ques- 
tioning. He said he was hired to 
transport the furniture with the 
help of some porters, but did not 
realise that the furniture was 
stolen. He said the furniture was 
taken to a place in Jabal A1 Naser 
district. 

The information was sufficient 
for the police to capture the three 
accomplices who admitted to 
committing tbe robbery and told 
the names of the persons to 
whom they sold the different 
stolen items. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
dine and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


exhibitions 


& lihaftlnB oT photographs by Bernard GitiBot at the French 
Guttural Centre. 


iSr Comprehensive book BdlWHna at the Royal Cultural C e n tr e. 
1 V Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Abddjabbar Salman *1 


ASa Art Gallery, insurance Building, 1st C3rde 
.t it An exhib&icxi of pafetfags and Multures by Showqi ShovkioL, 
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the form of assistance to the 
Jordanian government to com- 
pensate it for pan of the losses it 
sustained during the Gulf crisis. 

Germany granted Jordan 
another 180 million DM in De- 
cember of last year, considered in 
excess to the annual aid under the 
technical and financial assistance 
programme to the Kingdom. 

In announcing the aid to Jor- 
dan last February , Mr. Gcnschet 
said that his country considered 
Jordan as a stable country and 
would like to see it remain as 
such. “We are interested that 
Jordan maintains its stability 
under these difficult circumst- 
ances." the German minister had 
told a press conference upon en- 
ding his visit. 
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Arablyat calls for Implementing: 
responsible democracy in JoreHsi 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday addresses a Rotary Club meeting debating environment and its 
protection (Petra photo) 


Queen urges concerted efforts 
for protecting the environment 


of collective Arab action. 

The ambassador said he stres- 
sed Jordan's determination to 
bolster solidarity among Arab 
countries and exert efforts to 
overcome weaknesses in inter- 
Arab relations. 

Mr. Abdul Majid and Mr. 
Nimer reviewed the Arab League 
secretary general’s recent tour of 
Gulf countries, which, Mr. Abdul 
Majid said aimed at ending differ- 
ences among Arab states. 

Mr. Nimer said that the Arab 
League secretary general's tour 
was satsifactory and expressed 
hope that he would follow up the 
efforts to achieve solidarity. 


Mohammad Al Jatau mid Rifqi Al Razzaz at Abdul Hameed 
Shaman Foundation (l(k00 ajux. to 8:00 pjra.). 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Wednesday urged 
ail citizens to cooperate in pro- 
tecting the Jordanian environ- 
ment through exploring the avail- 
able mental, material and artistic 
means. 

Queen Noor said in an address 
delivered at a Rotary Club meet- 
ing at the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel, held under the theme 
“Preserve the Planet Earth," that 
His Majesty King Hussein has 
always shown a keen interest in 
conserving nature. "In 1965, 
many years before environmental 
concerns caught the attentions of 
developing countries. His Majes- 
ty King Hussein, recognising the 
vulnerability of Jordan's unique 
natural environment, launched 
tile Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature,*’ Queen 


Noor said. 

The Queen added that King 
Hussein, at the second world 
climate conference in Geneva, 
last November, also warned of 
ecological problems that might 
result from an armed conflict in 
the Gulf region. 

Her Majesty affirmed that the 
Gulf war has led to grave en- 
vironmental consequences on the 
region. 

At the national level, “we must 
cooperate to rescue our environ- 
ment urgently," Her Majesty 
said. 

The Queen added: “The clo- 
sure of 30 factories in the Zarqa 
area earlier this month is a sign of 
the government’s determination 
to protect the environment from 
the impact of private companies 
that may not be fully aware of the 


harm they do to their' country, to 
their fellow Jordanians and to 
themselves." 

The Queen highlighted the 
Royal Society for 'the Conserva- 
tion of Nature’s efforts for pre- 
serving wildlife. She urged 
businessmen and professionals to 
exert ail efforts to protect the 
environment for present and fu- 
ture generations.” 

"The history of our country 
indicates that we are able to rise 
to such a developmental and hu- 
man challenge. The future of our 
country dictates that we must do 
so with unprecedented urgency 
and diligence and the character of 
our country suggests that we can 
do so most successfully if we work 
together in a close partnership of 
collective awareness, concern and 
giving.” the Queen concluded. 


AMMAN — Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyai Wednes- 
day stressed the importance of 
a responsible democracy in 

Jordan, one that entails re- 
specting other people's opin- 
ions and allowing freedom of 
expression for all. 

Dr. Arablyat, former speak- 
er of :he Islamic Bloc in Parlia- 
ment. said that tbe process of 
drafting tbe National Charter 
was an example of responsible 
democracy . He added that tbe 
commission members were 
able, through open dialogue 
and exchange of views, to 
agree on points that "we never 
dreamt of attaining.” 

Dr. Arabiyat said that he 
was happy with the way demo- 
cracy was moving along in Jor- 
dan and attributed its success 
so far on the awareness of the 
Jordanian people. 

"The Jordanian people are 
aware of the current circumst- 
ances." he said. “And we 
should cooperate rogetber in 
order to achieve positive re- 


sults. 

During his weekly press 
meeting, Dr. Arabiyat strongly 
criticised what he referred to as 
“a group of people who look 
for faults and defects in the 
system and when they don't 
find any. they make them up." 
He said that such people do 
not work for the good of the 
public, but are only seeking to 
advance their personal goals. 

As for the role of the Jorda- 
nian press. Dr. Arabiyat en- 
couraged freedom of express- 
ion. which he considered a 
pillar of democracy, but 
advised against making mis- 
takes. such as slandering peo- 
ple with differing views. 

"We should avoid opening 
the door of slander, especially 
against people with differing 
views.” he said. 

Speaking about the role of 
the Jordanian media in a 
democratic system. Dr. Ara- 
biyat also said that the media, 
in general, should work for the 
good of the public by present- 
ing actual facts in a truthful 
manner. "The press, for exam- 
ple. should avoid big, mislead- 
ing headlines, that do not cor- 
respond with the story, espe- 


cially if such hcadiir.es nr-.- 
harmful to the public gnv.id." 
he said. 

Dr. Arabiyat also spot;- j: 
his trip to Iraq and his meeting 
with the Iraqi President S.ui- 
dam Hussein. He said that :hc 
nip was positive and cane 
response to an invitation r*\ she 
Iraqi National .Assembly. 

"We felt that the morale r: 
the people of Iraq was slits 
high, inspite of all thr misgiv- 
ings that befell them tollowsng 
the aggression against thr ir 
country." Dr. Arabijct said. 

He also added that both 
sides had agreed on strer.- 
ghthening bilateral tics, and 
stressed the need for coopera- 
tion between the two conr.iri. •. 
in order to “frustrate the im- 
perialist Zionist aggression 
against Iraq." 

The Jordanian parliamen- 
tary team in Iraq also met with 
the speaker of the National 
Assembly. Mr. Sa'adoun Hliti- 
madi. Both sides had agrred or. 
the urgent need to lift the 
economic embargo imposed on 
Iraq since August, and on 
maintaining the unity and ter- 
ritorial integrity of Iraq. 
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Six more factories reopen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment has allowed six more factor- 
ies, closed last week, to reopen 
after having taken steps to abide 
by the required specifications set 
by the Pnblic Health Safety Com- 
mittee, according to an 
announcement by tbe Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

With hte reopening of the six 
factories, the government has 
thus allowed 20 factories, out of 
30 dosed, to reopen for business. 
j£be factories were dosed after 
Being found by die end of last 
month, to have Failed to comply 
with the regulations. 

The end of May deadline was 
given to all factories to install 
equipment to ensure the treat- 
I mem of waste water flowing 
I down the Zarqa River, and con- 
taminating other areas. 

A spokesman for the Amman 
Chamber of Industry said that a 
special committee, representing 
the ministries of health, municip- 
al and rural affairs and tbe en- 
vironment, water and irrigation, 
industry and trade as well as the 
Amman Chamber of Industry, 
was conducting field studies to 
ensure that all factories are abid- 
ing by the committee's regula- 
tions before allowing them to 
reopen. 

The spokesman said that some 
of foe factories were still encoun- 
tering technical difficulties in 
complying with jthe regulations, 
but they were ready and willing to 
provide the funds to purchase the 
required equipment. 


The contaminated water of the 
Zarqa River, flowing towards the 
King Taial Dam, was reported to 
be responsible for the damage of 
vast areas of farmlands in the 
Jordan Valley. 

The spokesman said that 
businessmen and industrialists 
proved their keennes, on cooper- 
ating with the government and 
various organisations in fighting 
pollution to foe environment, and 
have recently financed the crea- 
tion of a dumping site for the 
industrial waste at Swaqa, south 
of Amman. 

Last Saturday, the prime minis- 
ter ordered that three factories, 
closed for violating health safety 
regulations, open. The waste wa- 
ter discharged by these factories 
has a minor effect on the Zarqa 
River, the prime minister said, 
but he stipulated that these fac- 
tories tackle foe violations. 

The prime minister also issued 
directives that the other factories 
be opened once they have instal- 
led equipment to treat water and 
have abided by the committee's 
regulations. 

Health Minister Adnan Jaijouli 
commented on tbe decision by 
saying that tbe factories were 
classified as causing minor, 
medium or heavy pollution in the 
Zarqa region itself, two factories 
remain closed because their 
pollution of the river proved to be 
heavy, he said. • 

The whole issue will be refer- 
red to the Council of Ministers, 
but a solution for the problem has 


to be found eventually, foe minis- 
ter pointed out. 

Dr. Jaijouli also noted that 
owners of factories that had been 
dosed for some time would be 
referred to court to determine tbe 
amount of damage they had 
caused and to give a ruling in 
their cases. 


PRINCESS SARVATH ATTENDS GRADUA- 
TION: Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvafo 
Wednesday attended foe graduation of a group of 
students from tbe Holy Land Institute for the 
Deaf, in Salt, and distributed diplomas to the 
graduates who completed their academic and 
vocational training at the institute. The Princess 
later toured parts of tbe institute and was briefed 
by its director Brother Andrew de Carpentier on 
the institute’s development and programmes. Hie 
institute, which was established in 1964, offers 
training to deaf students from various parts of tbe 
Kingdom and from the occupied West Bank and 
tbe Gaza Strip. While the male students get 




training in wood work, automechanic and auto- 
body repair, the girls are trained in computer 
work awl dress making. Tbe institute applies foe 
“oral approach*’ to tbe education of tbe deaf 
whilst it practices tbe principle of “total com- 
nrankatkm” with regard to the deveSopaient of 
communicative skills. According . to Brother 
Andrew, tbe institute endeavours to be in- 
strumental in the personal development of its 
students and to provide a comprehensive educa- 
tion for tbe deaf and hearing impaired in order to 
enab l e them to attain an Integrated and meaning- 
ful role in society. 
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Documentary 
film in 
Petra 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In coopera- 
tion with Jordan Television 
(JTV) and the Department of 
Antiquities, the French Embassy 
in Amman is producing a series of 
'documentary films dedicated to 
the archeological sites of Jordan. 


Last December a first film was 
achieved about Qusayr Axnra 

which was transmitted by JTV on 
May 25. Meanwhile, this 26 mi- 
nute film was proposed to more 
than 35 state televisions from 
Europe, Africa and Asia, thanks 
to the Intelsat satellites used by 
Canal-France-International 
(CFI).* 

Hopefully, this second film will 
be also transmitted by foreign, 
televisions as their contribution 
for a better knowledge of foe 
archeological Jordanian heritage. 
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Brig. Yousef Qonsus 


Doctor 
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cm 



Once again, with JTV and foe 
Department of Antiquities, 
another film is now produced on 
location in Petra. Mr. pmar 
■Elaidi, foe French TV director in 
charge, is filming there from June 
9 to June 17 before he undertakes 
editing and post-production in 
Amman. 


AMMAN — Brigadier Yousef 
Qousus, a cardiologist in charge 
of His Majesty King Hussein's 
treatment at Al Hussein Medical 
City has been promoted to the 
.rank of majoT general. King Hus- 
sein himself decorated him with 
foe rank Wednesday. 
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Kuwait’s defective trials 

FRESH NEWS filtering ont of Kuwait suggest that gross 
and systematic violations of human rights are still rampant 
there in spite of the international outcry against them. The 
kind of horror stories coming out of the emirate speak of 
torture and mis treatment of non-Kuwaiti nationals on a 
scale unheard of before, even including those who stood by 
Kuwait and its people during their seven-month ordeal 
under occupation. Some of the acts of torture that go on 
a gainst non-Kuwaitis are so savage and barbaric that words 
cannot describe. At a time when the Arab Nation complains' 
about the victimisation of Arabs under Israeli occupation 
there can be no excuse or justification for an Arab torturing 
or tormenting another, subjecting her or him to inhuman 
and degrading treatment. The sort of atrocities being 
perpetrated in Kuwait against Palestinians, Jorda n i an s, 
Egyptians and others would make a mockery of Arab 
concern about human rights violations in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights. How can an Arab torture 
a fellow Arab or deprive him or her of his or her inalienable 
right to justice and fairness is something that will tarnish 
forever not only the Kuwaiti image and reputation but also 
that of the rest of the Arab World. For the whole world to 
see the extent to which some countries are prepared to go in 
order to help then' fellow countrymen the sight of Arabs 
maltreating fellow Arabs on the top of denying them 
residency and working rights is something that will surely 
scar the image of the entire Arab peoples everywhere. And 
all these grave violations of Arab rights at the bands of their 
brothers come on the heels of persistent reports that the 
ongoing trials in Kuwait are nothing but a masquerade and 
kangaroo trials that belie Kuwaiti protestations that the 
emirate seeks only to bring the collaborators with Iraqi 
occupation to justice. The trials have been found by 
Amnesty International to be so lacking and deficient that it 
called on Kuwait to halt them immediately. “Unfair trials," 
the London-based human rights watchdog complained 
Tuesday, “are bad enough in cases where defendants face 
penalties of imprisonment but they are absolutely Intoler- 
able where the penalty is death/' Amnesty has since 
concluded that the trials are so defective that the sentences 
rendered by the Kuwaiti court need to be suspended 
pending the exercise of the right of appeal. When a plumber 
becomes in the eyes of a Kuwaiti martial court a collabor- 
ator for simply repairing a toilet that was used by the Iraqi 
occupying authorities, then something is so blatantly wrong 
and vindictive with the administration of Kuwaiti justice. 

But as yet there is a glimmer of hope that the Kuwaiti 
leaders are at last beginning to feel the injustice being 
perpetrated by their courts and police force. Recent news 
reports speak of a number of Kuwaiti policemen being put 
on early pension as a consequence of the proliferation of the 
cases of torture and inhuman treatment in the country. 
These are a most welcome news reports but they do not go 
far enough. The Kuwaiti torturers need to be brought to 
justice and the unfair and defective trials must be brought to 
an end. Also Kuwait will be well-advised to establish an 
appeal court to review the past trials and reverse the 
sentences passed that are ill founded. The stakes of Kuwait 
and the rest of the Arab Nation are indeed high and warrant 
an immediate rectification. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

•AL RAT Wednesday discussed the question of free press which 
was referred to by His Majesty King Hussein in bis nationwide 
address upon the endorsement of the National Charter; and said 
that the monarch has given the media the role of monitoring the 
actions and practices of the legislative and executive authorities m 
the Kingdom. The paper said free press should be able to serve 
the higher national interests and; therefore, it is expected to rise 
■up to die level of responsibility and be bold enough in its drive to 
help put things right again. The free press, the paper added, 
should be able to help provide protection to the country’s 
democracy, shielding it from internal and external hostile forces 
alike. As we enter a new phase in our history with the advent of 
the political pluralism the role of the press looms larger and 
larger, and should naturally become more significant in the days 
to come because the media represents the arena where all political 
forces can express themselves and all citizens can have a say, the. 
paper noted. It said that a free press is not a mouth piece for the 
government or the members of parliament, but it is rather a media 
for the masses helping to serve their causes and safeguard their 
interests besides supporting or opposing the legislative and 
executive authorities as the case might be. The paper said that a 
serious responsibility awaits the media which alone can focus the 
tight on the dark sides of life in all its sectors and under all 
circumstances. 

AJ Dustour Arabic daily tackled the Israeli position with regard to 
the commencement of the peace process and said that Israeli 
leaders continue to impede any initiative and obstruct any path 
leading to peace. In addition to the long series of impossible 
conditions the Isreati government has presented, its prime 
minister has just come up with additional conditions demanding 
that Jordan name the Palestinian representatives in the coming 
peace negotiations, said the paper. Furthermore, Israel has given 
itself the right to oppose the presence of any '‘undesirable” 
member of the Jordanian-Palestinian delegation if peace talks are 
to start, the paper added. With such impossible conditions, 
especially for the Palestine Liberation Organisation, Yitzhak 
Shamir is thus undermining the whole idea of peace because never 
before in the world's history had nations imposed such conditions 
on the other side; and this attitude can only reflect the arrogance 
and racist nature which characterise the Zionist thinking, said the 
paper. Shamir and his government are defying the whole world by 
a holding on to the occupied territories, and are now imposing 
terms and conditions practically unknown in international law, 
thus providing farther complications which can never be condu- 
cive to peace and stability, the paper pointed out. The paper said 
the Arabs have strong reason to believe that Israel's long series pf 
conditions are only ment manoeuvres to stall for time, and can 
never reflect the Jewish state's tendency towards reaching peace 
with its Arab neighbours. 


Regional security in the Gulf: The 




By Yezid Sayigh 

WHEN Egypt decided, some 
time between mid-April and early 
May of this year, to withdraw its 
forces from the Gulf, it signalled 
the demise of the wartime coali- 
tion of Arab states that qriginally 
came together to confront the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait of Au- 
gust 1990. What made this move 
especially significant was the fact 
that only two months had passed 
since top-ranking representatives 
of the same countries had met in 
Damascus to announce the crea- 
tion of “the nucleus of an Arab 
peacekeeping force prepared to 
maintain the security and safety 
of the Arab countries in the Gulf 
region." This was to be based on 
the Syrian and Egyptian contin- 
gents already in the region, and 
was to provide the model for an 
eventual Arab defence 
framework. 

Thus was born the Group of 
Eighr, as it was referred to in 
Arabic, or the six- pi us -two the 
(six membdrs of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council, plus Egypt and 
Syria). Yet between March 6. 
when it was declared, and May 8. 
when Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak made public the deci- 
sion to pull out of the Gulf, the 
various ministerial follow-up 
committees did not meet once. 
Equally, grandiose comments by 
GCC officials, including its 
secretary-general. Abdullah 
Bisharah, that Arab allies could 
expect massive financial econo- 
mic aid (up to $15 billion, some 
officials said) were not amplified 
any further in detail or substance. 

Inherent Daws 

At an immediate level, the rift 
was primarily the result of differ- 
ences over approaches to Iran 
and over the extent of Western 
(effectively American) involve- 
ment in providing military secur- 
ity for the Gulf. Reports suggest 
that Egypt disagreed with moves 
by Kuwait (especially) and other 


GCC members to involve Iran 
more actively in Gulf security, 
and that it preferred reliance on 
Arab contributions in rhe post- 
war phase to the point almost of 
complete exclusion of a direct 
Western role in regional defence. 

True as these reports may be, 
they should not obscure the fact 
that the six-plus two set-up was 
seriously flawed from the outset. 
On the one hand, it studiously 
ignored the vital function that 
Jordan played during the Gulf 
war as a buffer between Israel 
and Iraq land the Gulf), and so 
wrote the Kingdom out of both a 
role and a stake in the post-war 
Arab system. Rather, the tone 
among Gulf states remained one of 
punishment, a short-sighted and 
vindictive attitude shared by the 
U.S. Congress, albeii less so by 
President Bush. 

More fundamental, despite the 
Egyptian view to the contrary, 
was that the six-plus-two com- 
position perpetuated longstand- 
ing Saudi policy of excluding both 
Iran and Iraq from formal struc- 
tures concerned with Gulf secur- 
ity. This may have been under- 
standable in the short-term, given 
the freshness of both Gulf wars, 
but it had grave implications. 
Exclusion of either Iraq or Iran, 
or of both countries, overlooks 
geographical and strategic reali- 
ties and condemns the GCC 
states to permanent dependence 
on support from countries even 
further afield. It also implies an 
inability, or unwillingness, to al- 
ter the previous pattern of ba- 
lance of power politics and to 
establish a new basis for coopera- 
tion and security in the Gulf 
sub-region. 

Furthermore, any long-term 
arrangement that fails to draw in 
Iraq is dangerous because it 
ignores that country's pivotal 
position (in both geographical 
and strategic terms) between the 
Gulf and Arab-Israeli theatres. 
Suggesting that Iraqi involvement 


is necessary for the success of 
wider regional stability. This mil 
become even truer once Iraq 
starts to reconstruct economically 
and revive politically, and if Iran 
emerges again as a regional 
power. 

Limits of Gulf-Syrian ties 

These were by no means the 
only flaws, though. Wartime soli- 
darity and post-war rhetoric not- 
withstanding, the patterns of rela- 
tions between the eight members 
of the six-plus- two coalition in 
previous decades suggested that 
their current alliance would prove 
ephemeral. Had Egypt not pul- 
led the rug out so early, this 
would have been most obvious in 
the case of Syria, which was the 
least significant contributor to the 
war effort during the Gulf crisis. 
Lack of a common border and 
internal considerations in Damas- 
cus seriously delayed Syrian sup- 
port and severely limited its ex- 
tent. The Saudi leadership had 
long ''bribed" its Syrian counter- 
part with large subventions to 
purchase its goodwill and moder- 
ate its foreign policy, but at the 
end of the day it was opportunis- 
tic considerations (realisation 
that Iraq would lose, and the 
desire for better ties with the West) 
that swayed Damascus. Above 
all. the Gulf crisis underscored 
the limited importance of Syria as 
either ally or foe of Saudi Arabia 
and the other GCC members. 

Geopolitical realities affect Sy- 
rian-Gu/f ties in another respect. 
This is the prospect of long-term 
disengagement between the GCC 
states and most Arab countries to 
their north in the post-war 
period. For many years the Gulf 
states, oil-rich and population- 
poor, relied on Jordan, the 
Palestinians. Lebanon, Syria and 
Iraq (among other Arab and non- 
Arab countries) for expatriate 
labour and professionals. The 
GCC members additionally de- 
pended on Jordan, Syria and Iraq 


for military assistance or strategic 
protection, in varying forms and 
degrees. The Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait undermined this rela- 
tionship, partly because official 
and grassroots reactions in many 
parts of the Arab region damaged 
ties, and partly because the 
“northern tier” Arab states were 
demonstrably unable to offer real 
protection or indeed posed the 
threat themselves. 

This experience has prompted 
GCC government thinking (prin- 
cipally Saudi, followed by 
Kuwaiti) towards curtailing finan- 
cial assistance to other Arab 
states still farther and reducing 
dependence of their labour — 
already over SOU.OOO Yemenis 
and some 200,000 Palestinians 
have been compelled to leave. 
For Syria, the implication is that 
it coo will suffer, despite lip ser- 
vices by GCC states to fraternal 
ties and token aid, as the peninsu- 
lar Arabs disengage strategically 
and economically from their 
“nonhem tier 1 * brethren. 

Paradoxical as it may seem, 
similar considerations afreet the 
relationship between the GCC 
and Egypt, which proved to be a 
more dependable, and militarily 
useful, ally than Syria during the 
Gulf crisis. Nonetheless, the abs- 
ence of a common land border 
and the logistic difficulties of 
moving significant Egyptian 
forces to Saudi Arabia did not go 
unnoticed. This suggested main- 
taining a substantial Egyptian 
contingent with prepositioned 
armament and supplies in the 
kingdom (and Kuwait), which the 
six-plns-two pact indeed con- 
firmed. However, several factors 
worked against a real conviction 
or commitment among the GCC 
states to such reliance on Egypt 
(and Syria). On the one band 
there was an inescapable and 
marked contrast between the 
administrative, logistic and tech- 
nological superiority displayed by 
Western forces in the Gulf and 


the more modest Egyptian capa- 
bilities. On the other hand was 
the traditional Saudi preference 

for military support by out-of- 
area powers over the physical 
presence of forces from regional 
neighbours. The deep-seated atti- 
tude that “foreign" goods and 
ex p e r ts .are better than Arab or 
Egyptian ones had previously led 
GCC leaders to avoid the pro- 
ducts of the Egyptian arms indus- 
try, for example. 

Whatever the hopes of the 
Egyptian leadership, thecEstribu- 
tion of Gulf reconstruction con- 
tracts since the latest war shows 
just how little Egypt counts for in 
GCC vision. The GCC states 
understand full well that econo- 
mic and commercial ties must, 
underpin security relations — af- 
ter all, that is how the Saadis 
have courted foe U.S. — but they 
do not seek so firm a relationship 
with other Arab countries.. It is 
not surprising that the Egyptian 
pullout was announced following 
an emergency meeting of the 
GCC on May S at which the Gulf 
leaders apparently took their fin- 
al decision on who to approach 
for security and defence. U.S. 
Secretary of Defence Dick 
Cheney arrived in the region 
three days later, to visit all six. 
Gulf states and confirm a series of 
collective and bilateral ties with 
the U.S. 

The implications for Egypt .and 
for Middle East politics are ma- 
jor. Because its own sub-region 
— embracing Libya and Sudan 
(and to some extent the rest of 
the Nile Valley and Red Sea 
littoral, to include Ethiopia and 
Somalia) — is strategically insig- 
nificant, Egypt has always sought 
to enhance its stature and thus 
attract financial and economic 
assistance by involving itself in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and Gulf 
security. Already the Egyptian 
government has reflected this 
pattern by reviving its role in the 
Palestinian-IsraeU peace process, 
mending relations with the PLO 


among others, and by insstihg oo 
rehabilitating the League of Arab 
States, which is the only regional 
body that offers scope for its 
leadership ambitions. ' ' - • • 
Egypt’s priorities - 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 

Bputros Gbaii reflected precisely 
these priorities in Janoaxy'ISfil 
when he identified Palestine, 
joint Arab defence and dbvetop- 
ment, and the. creation 'of' 

" Arab parliament aad-diher joint 
bodies asTnain goals. Jfis predc- 
cessor and new Secretary-Gener- 
al of the Arab League^ famat 
Abdul Megtttd, reiteratedashm- 
lar focus, after the Gulf war; in 
mid-April, when : be stressed. the 
central status- of the Palestine 
problem and the mbs of Egypt as 
primary mediator between the 
■Arabs. 

As “odd man out” in their awn 
sub-regions, Tigypt ^ and ; Syria 
forged an- - axis in ^sprhg. 2990 
which was the basis of their; late 
alliance during the Gulf crisis and 
more -recently of their mem- 
bership in the six-plns-two coali- 
tion. Yet the Egyptian^nrian 
axis is the product of passing 
strategic circumstances and, 
given the csq^rience of £m3ar 
attempts in 1958-61 and 1971-73, 
is unlikely to last unless.* com- 
mon Arab policy -is developed 
towards Israel, since that remains 
the principal common denomina- 
tor betwosn. the two countries. 

More to the point Egypt, as 
well as Syria and most Arab 
countries, will revert to tfisfr for- 
mer insistence oh resolving the 
Palestine problem . and , in the 
absence of resolution, w£B renew 
their resistance to asms controls 
and similar Western proposals. 
That may be the path to rdyufld- 
ing relations with Iraq, and it will 
then be up to both the GCC 
states and the West to contend 
with the wider implications for 
regional security and stability — 
Middle East International, 
London. 


Study diagnoses U.S. politics as sick, Americans angry 


By Bernd Debusmann 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A new re- 
port has diagnosed U.S. politics 
as sick and says Americans feel 
shut out of the political process 
by politicians, lobbyists and jour- 
nalists. 

The report contradicts the 
widely held assumption that 
Americans are apathetic about 
politics. Instead, it said, they arc 
so angry and frustrated that main 
no longer believe they live in a 
democracy. 

The report was commissioned 
by the Kettering Foundation, a 
respected non-partisan research 
institution based in Dayton. 
Ohio, and founded in 1927 to 


investigate problems in the prac- 
tice of politics. 

Its latest report was based on 
interviews with Americans from 
all walks of life in 10 cities. 

The;' key finding of the study: 
Americans would Tike to partici- 
pate in politics but think they no 
longer have access because the 
system is driven h> nione\, m»t 
votes, and run by a professional 
class that pursues its own in- 
terests and speaks a language of 
its own. 

“People point their fingers at 
politicians, at powerful lobbyists 
and at people in the media." said 
Kettering President David 
Mathews, a former U.S. secret- 
ary of health, education and wel- 
fare. 


"They see these three groups 
as a political class, the ruler- «»f an 
oligarchy that has replaced dcm< >- 
cracy. Citizens ... know that the 
political system {> now designed 
to respond ro interest groups 
rather than individual citizens 
and they are hopping m.td about 
it." 

According to Mathews, the 
study "leaves few doubts rh.it 
politics in America is in a state of 
critical illness" and shows that 
Americans want fundamental 
changes in the way politic- U 
practised. 

Since money and privilege are 
widely seen to have replaced 
votes* the report -ay>. many peo- 
ple see no point in taking pan in 


elections. 

The report was issued seven 
months after mid-term elections 
which were shunned by I in mil- 
lion Americans and confirmed u 
long-term trend of declining voter 
turnout which reached a fttarcar 
low in 1986 and has stayed at that 
level since then. 

Now. the United States, which 
sees itself as a shining example of 
democracy, has the highest rate 
of abstention of any democracy in 
the world in mid-term and pres- 
idential elections. 

In elections last November, for 
example, only 36,4 per cent of the 
electorate turned out. In com- 
parison. Austria. Denmark. Fin- 
land. Germany. Israel. Holland, 


Japan’s bid to end enemy clause 
threatens U.N. power structure 

By S.L. Bachman 

The Associated Press 


TOKYO — Seeking diplomatic 
prestige to match its economic 
might, Japan wants the United 
Nations to erase passages in the 
U.N. charter that refer to it as a 
World War U “enemy.” 

But the campaign to remove 
what Japan sees as a loose thread 
from die 1915 charter threatens 
to unravel the U.N.’s delicate 
power structure in the post-cold 
war era, analysts say. 

The enemy clauses were de- 
signed to allow the 51 U.N. char- 
ter nations to act against their 
World War n foes without prior 
approval of the Security Council. 

The five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council — 
the United States, Britain. 
France, the Soviet Union and 
Chi n a — sympathise with Japan's 
request, to erase the outdated 
phrasing. Bat analysts and diplo- 
mats say those countries fear any 
change to the charter. 

Even a cosmetic alteration de- 
leting the “enemy clauses” could 
stir up a hornet’s’ nest of demands 
for other charter changes. And 

r ions might be raised about 
permanent members' own 
supreme position in the U.N. 
hierarchy. 

“A pandora’s box ... sums up 
nicely what the members, espe- 
cially the permanent council 
members fear,” said a Foreign 
Ministry official who .spoke .on 
condition of anonymity. 

A U.S. official, speaking on 
the same condition, confirmed 
that Washington does not want 
the question of the charter 
opened up. 

Fears of change, and awareness 
of Japan’s passive role in the Gulf 
war, have weakened Tokyo’s 
chances for an even bigger prize: 
A permanent seat on the Security 

Council. 


Japan sent no military person- 
nel to the Gulf war. and its $13 
billion financial contribution was 
delayed by divisive debates over 
getting involved in a military con- 
flict. Japan's constitution pro- 
hibits its use of force to solve 
international conflicts. 

Nonetheless, Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama recently stepped 
up Japan's campaign to scratch 
the hated phrases from the U.N. 
charter. 

“The ‘enemy clauses’ are in- 
appropriate and meaningless in 
the present time, and so they 
should be rapidly eliminated, ” 
Nakayama said in a speech to the 
U.N. General Assembly last fell. 

His campaign draws credibility 
from Japan's role as the U.N.’s 
second largest single donor alter 
the United States. Tokyo was 
asked to pay $105 million this 
year for its upkeep. The U.S. 
contribution was set at $272 mil- 
lion. 

The U.N. charter doesn’t spe- 
cify enemies of the 51 original 
signers. But the countries are 
generally understood to be 
Japan, Germany, Italy, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Romania and Finland. 

“The term ‘enemy state* ... 
applies to any state which during 
World War n has been an enemy 
of any signatory of the present 
charter,” article 53 says. 

Article 107 permits any charter 
signatory to take war-related “ac- 
tion” against enemies. 

Article 53 allows regional 
security organisations to take 
“enforcement action” in wartime 
or to stem a possible “renewal of 
aggressive policy” by enemy na- 
tions. 

Hie clauses haven’t inhibited 
Japan’s growing role in the U.N-, 
but they are a painful reminder of, 
its past. 



Taro Nakayama 


“Legally speaking, they are 
meaningless, but their very exist- 
ence makes us feel segregated, 
although we’ve tried to help the 
U.N. very much,” said the Fore- 
ign Ministry official. 

In recent months, Japan has 
debated creating a special milit- 
ary force to participate in U.N. 
peacekeeping missions. It also 
won a key position in December 
when Sadako Ogata, a Tokyo 
University professor, was 
appointed U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees. 

Nakayama. the foreign minis- 
ter, has gained expressions of 
sympathy for his campaign from 
the five permanent Security 
Council members, as well as 
other nations such as Canada. 
But he has no commitments. 

By all accounts, changing the 
U.N.’s basic document is not an 
easy task. 

Four articles were amended 
from 1963 to 1971. The changes 
dealt with such issues as increas- 
ing tire membership of the econo- 
mic and social council, temporary 
membership in the Security 
Council, the number of votes 
required to pass measures in the 


council, and calling a general 
conference for charter review. 

Discussions about U.N. reform 
often focus on proposals to alter 
the Security Council's' mem- 
bership to reflect changes in 
geographical or political power 
balances. 

“If the charter is amended, the 
Security Council question will 
come up,” said Shizuo Saito, 
former Japanese ambassador to 
the U.N. 

Apart from Japan, such coun- 
tries as India and Brazil have 
indicated an interest in winning a 
permanent scat on the powerful 
body. 

There are 10 rotating non- 
permanent seats in addition to 
the permanent members. A char- 
ter change also would require a 
two-thuds majority in the Genral 
Assembly. 

Some observers have suggested 
Japan would have to curry favour 
with many of the world body’s 
smaller members by offering eco- 
nomic assistance in exchange for 
votes. 

Of the other so-called enemy 
states, Italy and Romania have 
voiced strong support for Japan's 
request. 

Germany, preoccupied with 
the task of reunification, is unin- 
terested in pushing the issue. 
“We don't think it is worth- 
while,” said Helmut Ohlraun, 
press councellor at the German 
Embassy in Tokyo. 

In Japan, some critics also say 
the cosmetic change isn’t worth 
the effort. 

“There is something else more 
important to do, and that is .the 
basic reform of the U.N. to meet 
the challenge of the postcold war 
period,” said Tatsuro Kunugj, a- 
university professor who is a for- 
mer U.N. employee. 


Sweden. Norway, and New Zea- television to use short ''sound 
land all have participation rales' bites" to convey information. * 
of more than 89 per cent of Many criticised the media us a 
eligible voters. whole for ''negativism" and for 

One of the reasons for wide-y paying up issues of. little- concern 
spread disenchantment with the to main street America.‘*'There is 
political process in the United a lack oftres^.l^ about) wfrairhe 

States, according to the report, is raetfia put out.*; rite^eport says, 
the pervasive influence of money “People are no longer sure that 
in election campaigns where the coverage they see. read or 
candidates often spend millions hear rings of the truth." 
of dollars to get lOU.lMKidofiaiv-a- Most Americans understand 
year jobs. "politics" in terms of Congress. 

The report found that Amer- the president and “national" 
icans blame media coverage of issues, according to the report, 
politics for pushing the average And in that context. politics is 
citizen farther away from politics almost a dirty word, 
rather than bringing him closer. ‘‘Politics is like leprosy; People 
Participants in the group dis- don’t want to be around it." 
missions on which the report is Mathews said in the foreword to 
based singled out the practice of the study. 



Open your eyes 


To the Editor: 

UNLESS one drives around with one’s eyes shut, one is 
constantly being confronted by blatant violations of the law 
whether it be in the areas of environmental pollution, building 
and zoning, or the basic seat belt law. 2 suggest that a future basic 
requirement for government office should be eye examinations. 
Government officials who need to wear glasses would be 
acceptable, as would be any who weren’t tested clinically blind. 

I find the sudden concern about the pollution of the Zarka 
River ironic,. Unfortunately, it took the destruction of vital food 
crops in the Jordan Valley before action was taken to remedy a 
problem that has long been with us. I have often remarked, 
during our trips to northern Jordan, about the "lovely white foam 
gliding down the river looking ever so much like ginning iceberg 
or pretty cotton balls.” The contamination of the river due to the . 
Zarka factories has been going on for years and probably would 
be still had it not been for the crop damage. If l have seen and 
been aware of this pollution... how many thousands of others tike 
me have seen it too, including our officials, or don’t they travel to “ 
northern Jordan? 

A second violation, easily seen, are the zoning requirementsfor 
buildings, whether being apartment buildings or office buildings. 
Living in Shmeisani, I am acutely aware of development in my 
area. Daily I see buildings being constructed on streets which are. 
already crowded and strained for parking space. After inquiring I 
have been told that parking space has to be provided in a plan 
before a licence is given to build. In the rare instance when this is 
being enforced, the required parking provision is for the 
employees or owners only, not for future customers or visitors. . 
This “shortsightedness" results in increased overcrowding of biisiy 
streets, resulting in traffic jams and human frustration. One needs 
to look no farther than the "Gardens” street for an example of ! 
this! •• * = 

In conclusion, a last obvious major violation is the “seat belt 
law." Why do we even bother to have this one on the books? 
Jordan professes to be concerned about the high number of 
injuries due to car accidents. In the past few years, we have- 1/ 
Enacted a seat belt law; 2. Rescinded a seat beh law-’ 3. 
Reenacted a seat belt law. Perhaps this is why so few people ’use' 
their belts, they are probably confused about which stamsthis law 
is today! My appeal is that we all, as citizens of this vibrant 
country “open our eyes” to what is around us. We and our 
children are the ones who are going to suffer the consequences of 
our “poor vision.'’ Our officials have all the right intentions, eved- - 
though many have been guilty of “turning a blind eye,” and most 
of our laws are good ones. Let us either retract all of them and 
start over again, or let us “open our eyes" and enforce those 
which already exist. 


Karen Asfoor, f 
P.O. Box 6367, 
Amman. 
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Where is music going to? 


By Jean-Ctautte Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jn a verv short 
time since they were first re- 
leased a few years ago, com- 
pact discs — CD's — have 
become the favourite music 
storage media for the au- 
diophiles, and are phasing out 
the traditional vinyl LP, 
thanks to the unsurpassed 
technical quality of the music 
they channel. At almost the 
same time, modern synthesiz- 
ers and digital pianos, as well 
as advanced digital recording 
techniques have brought inex- 
pensive and apparent near 
perfection to each household, 
confirming the supremacy of 
electronics not only in warfare 
but in everyday life. Technol- 
ogy transfer being a reality, 
most of these techniques and 
equipment have been avail- 
able in Jordan almost at the 
same time they appeared in 
the USA or in Europe. 

Is all this helping musicians 
make better music? Is this art 
— in all its forms: Classical, 


.Arabic, jazz, popular, folk, 
etc... — gaining in creativity ? 
Are we witnessing a new re- 
naissance or are we deceived 
by gadgetry and illusive make 
up? 

Apart from drums and per- 
cussions. the very first musical 
instrument that mart used to 
produce played notes was a 
simple piece of reed, cut with 
a few boles : Blown , or wind 
instruments were bom. Music 
was monophonic then, that is 
to say only one note could be 
played at one rime . and no 
predefined scales existed that 
the performer had to follow. 

With rime, the shepherd's 
pipe evolved, other families of 
instruments appeared 
(strings, brass, etc.). Each in- 
strument was constantly im- 
proved. New instruments 
needed more advanced 
mechanics: the pianoforte 
( the "piano") and the sax- 
ophone for instance. However 
the major advancement in 
music was. and by far, not on 
the instruments themselves 
but on musical structures. 
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forms and expressions, in 
summary on the very art of 
music making, rather than on 
manufacturing and mecha- 
nics. Scales were defined, 
polyphony appeared. Har- 
mony and counterpoint be- 
came the two pillars of mod- 
em music, it was progressing. 
Quarter tones were added to 
Arabic music. 

At the wake of our century, 
composers started exploring 
uncharted seas in music. Mod- 
ern musicians introduced the 
dodecaphonic or serial system 
whereby all notes haw the 
same relationship with the 
others, contrary to the main 
major and minor scales. This 
was by no means the only- 
change, but probably the most 
important one. However, 
several decades later, and 
even though the twentieth 
century is coming near its end. 
the music of Xenakis. Stock- 
hausen and others has not 
won the beans of music lovers 
worldwide, to speak about the 
vast majority. 

Modem music therefore, 
and except for those who can 
be considered as "figurative" 
like Debussy or Ravel for 
instance, has been rejected 
and sometimes accused of 
being meaningless and inhu- 
man. 

Not surprisingly, and 
perhaps to compensate for 
this rejection, popular music 
in its many genres including 
American jazz, African jazz. 
Arabic and western folk 
music , rock music, Brazilian 
rhythms, etc., won a very 
important place in everyday 
life. Notwithstanding the pe- 
jorative label that some still 
insist to put on it, popular 
music took the biggest share 
of the market, to put it in 
business terms. And business 
is what it has all become, an 
industry to be more accurate. 
It is no secret that nowadays a 
successful classical performer 
might or might not earn in a 
lifetime. A few years ago. 
Bob Dylan was paid $2 mil- 
lion for singing 70 minutes in a 


concert. Like any art. music 
has always been a mixture of 
business and pure art. Today, 
the music industry has raised 
the proportion of business so 
high in the formula, that in 
most cases, little place is left 
to the real art. 

Whether due to the absence 
of real innovation and creativ- 
ity in the art of music com- 
position. or just because elec- 
tronics is our era's most ob- 
vious revolution, countless 
electronic instruments have 
been developed. Like double 
blade knives, these machines 
make sound creation very 
easy, but using them in an 
artistic, original and express- 
ive way requires talent and 
effort. To add to rhe gadget, 
therefore to the commercial 
side, a typical synthesizer- 
keyboard proposes tens if not 
hundreds of sounds or voices 
as they are often referred to. 
Not only do most of them 
sound desperately the same, 
but one wonders how any 
composer, including the 
greatest, could handle so 
many of them. 

While classical music is still 
looking for new blood, popu- 
lar music is satisfied with re- 
makes of the sixties and the 
seventies “hits" that benefit 
from a facelift w’ith new 
rhythms . arrangements and 
digital recording. Even if a 
remake is not really new 
material, the artist's cash box 
still rings with a sound beauti- 
ful enough to keep him hap- 

py 

Because of its inherent and 
extremely flexible structure, 
jazz is in a permanent revolu- 
tion. The freedom that jazz 
musicians enjoy to improvise 
at all levels and the wide 
acceptance of miscellaneous 
influences, ranging from 
African to Oriental and even 
classical, contribute to make 
jazz a launching pad rather 
than a landing strip. Although 
fanatics of Louis Armstrong 
and Herbie Hankock might 
clash sometimes, musicians 
tend to agree that jazz is one 


of the most progressive lorms 
of music. It ts also less com- 
mercial than pop or rock 
music. 

Purist lovers of Arabic 
music long for the days of 
Sayved Darwish or Moham- 
mad Abdul Wahab. consi- 
dered as the classics. With the 
undeniable influence of U'esr- 
ern pop music, and the in- 
creasing usage of synthesizers 
to emulate oriental instru- 
ments and scales, Arab musi- 
cians are irresistibly lempted 
to make fast, easy, but often 
tasteless Arabic music. Some 
blend oriental tunes with dis- 
co rhythms. Ironically, many 
Western musicians are using 

the same formula but with a 
much more convincing result. 

Listening to Peter Gab- 
riel's beautiful soundtrack of 
Martin Scorsese Last Tempta- 
tion of Christ is a proof that 
the operation is not impossi- 
ble but takes a real arrist and 
a lot of work. To achieve 
what he had in mind. Gabriel 
asked Lebanese, Armenian 
and Syrian musicians to per- 
form alongside his regular 
musicians, for the recording 
of his original score. High 
quality production — record- 
ing, mixing, editing and 
mastering — had certainly a 
lot to do with the success of 
Gabriel's work. Ziad Rahba- 
ni made real jazzy arrange- 
ments for some of his famous 
mother’s — Fairuz’s — well- 
known songs, back in 1989. 
They were greeted with 
mixed feelings. The produc- 
tion quality in Western re- 
cordings is usually superior to 
those made in the Arab 
World. Recently, old, origin- 
al recordings on tape of Um 
Kalthum were released on 
CD. Unfortunately the tapes 
were transferred to the CD 
without being processed by 
electronics in order to reduce 
the hiss sound, improve fre- 
quency response and enhance 
dynamics. 

In Jordan. local pop group 
Mirage constantly seek, to 



conciliate their love for Orien- 
tal and Western structures, 
admitting the strong influence 
of English bands like Pink 
Floyd. 

For the pessimistic, music, 
whatever the style might be. is 
in a dead end. All structures, 
rhythms, scales, harmonies and 
genres have been systemati- 
cally explored and' there is 
hardly room for improvement 


or innovation. Any changes or 
additions can only be cosme- 
tic. The only light to be seen is 
in the creation of new sounds 
and instruments, thanks to 
advanced synthesizers and 
digital samplers. 

For the optimistic, electro- 
nics ha ve nothing to do with 
musical creativity. Music has 
always been a reflection of 
social customs, conditions. 


■structures and actirities. Since 
these are changing, music wili 
fbllowtbese changes. With the 
giant steps the world of com- 
munications is taking every 
day. our planet is getting 
smaller and the interaction 
between peoples, cultures and 
arts is an ever increasing pro- 
cess which undoubtedly wili 
lead to new and bright forms 
of music. 




Perdita Huston 



An Advocate For Women 


* - 


By Clare Perdrick 

LONDON — In the interna- 
tional development commun- 
ity, Perdita Huston is known 
for her outspoken ways. She 
has often railed against the 
spending policies of some of 
die largest relief agencies, 
including those that have em- 
ployed her. And she has no 
time at all for what she de- 
scribes as "the great white 
fathers ” — the decision-mak- 
ers who pontificate about the 
problems of the developing 
world without ever bothering 
to talk to those who live 
there. That, she says impa- 
tiently, is the arrogance with 
which "the literate speak of 
the illiterate. ” 

In spite of her forthright 
manner , Huston is highly re- 
garded in her field. Unlike 
the "great white fathers ,” 
Huston has been there , and 
colleagues respect her for it. 
In nearly 30 years in the 
business , this American-born 
health worker ; Sociologist, 
journalist and author, has 
traveled the world , often liv- 
ing in primitive conditions 
among the people whose 
views she was eager to bear. 
She directed U.S. Peace 
‘Corps programmes in North 
Africa, the MtdOe East, Asia 
and the Pacific. She has lec- 
tured widely on her experi- 
ences in the developing world 
and has. written books and 
articles in which she allows 
the people concerned to 
speak for themselves. 

Now 54 and a grandmother 
twice over, Huston continues 
to travel. Her latest project is 
an ambitious undertaking on 
behalf of the London-based 
International Planned 
Parenthood Federation, lor 
whom she works as a consul- 
tant.. She plans to visit a 


dozen countries in four conti- 
nents to research a book on 
some of the figures whom she 
most admires — the pioneers 
of the family-planning move- 
ment. 

Getting women to talk ab- 
out their lives and problems 
is a particular talent of Hus- 
ton, and she will go to great 
lengths to achieve her aim. 

For one of her books, Mes- 
sage From The Village , she 
traveled by bus, train and 
jeep to remote settlements in 
six countries — Tunisia, 
Egypt, Kenya, Sudan, Sri 
Ijtnka and Mexico — and 
recorded conversations with 
more than 200 women in, 
which they described their 
lives, their families and their 
hopes and fears for the fu- 
ture. 

"Persuading them to speak 
was not always easy. Most of 
them had never talked about 
these things with anyone be- 
fore, ” said Huston. " When I 
used an interpreter I would 
always make sure it was a 
woman who was from out- 
side. I found people would 
speak more freely if they 
thought no one else in the 
•tillage would ever know what 
they said.” 

Huston’s research took her 
almost five months to com- 
plete . The results , she said 
convinced her of two things 
— that women in the de- 
veloping world have some- 
thing very interesting to say, 
and that family planning is a 
key issucif the quality of their 
lives is ever to improve. 
“ Women were all saying the 
same thing: **I want to have 
fewer children than my 
mother did," said Huston. 
u They said, if I have just a 
few children, then they coold 
be educated and get jobs, and 
then they could take care of 
me in my old age.” 1 


“ Before I went , a lot of 
people thought / was crazy to 
want to go and talk to illiter- 
ate, rural women about sub- 
jects such as reproductive 
health,” she added. “We 
were supposed to deal with 
these issues without ever 
speaking to the people con- 
cerned. In fact, their wisdom 
and intelligence were so re- 
markable that people 
doubted whether they actual- 
ly said these things. But I had 
tiie tapes.” 

Huston’s interest in 
women’s issues, and in family 
planning in particular, was 
sparked by her earliest en- 
counter with the developing 
world, when she lived in 
Algeria during the early 
1960s. The war for independ- 
ence there was in full swing, 
and Huston’s French hus- 
band. who was a medical 
student, was called up. His 
young wife, then 25, decided 
to go with him and soon 
found herself working in a 
French-run resettlement 
camp that held about 7.000 
people, most of them 
women, children and old 
men. "It was a very sad time, 
and a very frightening time, ” 
she recalled . "I distributed 
food, acted as their scribe as 
they were illiterate and 
helped trace their menfolk. 
•Even though I spoke very 
little Arabic / learned that 
there is a language that 
women speak that has to do 
with the commonality of our 
experiences, our worrying 
about our husbands, our chil- 
dren and health. One of the 
things they asked me was why 
I didn’t have a child every 
year. That greatly marked me 
and set me on a path that I , 
never left. ” 

Another event that marked 
Huston during the same, 
period was the death of an 


Algerian woman who had 
tried to perform a primitive 
abortion on herself. She 
tried to abort what would 
have been her sixth child, 
using the local method, which 
was a dry geranium stem.” 
said Huston. "Her other five 
children were all mal- 
nourished, and she was de- 
sperate not to have another. 
She perforated the uterine 
wall and lost so much blood 
that it was just a matter of 
minutes before she died, in 
my arms." 

Ask Huston about family 
planning and she will tell you 
chat 300 million couples who 
would like to use family plan- 
ning methods are unable to 
do so because of a country’s 
politics or poor health-care 
facilities. She will tell you 
that more than one third of 
the 140 million women who 
became pregnant in the past 
12 months did not want that 
child, that one of every 21 
African women dies in child- 
birth. She will tell you that 
the world's population is ex- 
pected to double in the next 
century to 10 billion, more 
than 90 per cent of that num- 
ber in the developing world. 
And she will tell you that if a 
child is bom at least two 
years after: its older sibling, 
it will have a 50-per cent 
higher chance of survival, 
and that the greater the spac- 
ing between two children . the 
healthier the mother and the 
new child will be. 

Huston will also tell you 
about the woman she stayed 
with for four days in a forest 
in Cameroon while making a 
film for the United Nations. 
“She was 32, and had six or 
seven children and her hus- 
band had a lame leg,” said 
Huston. " She got up at 4:30 
each morning. She left for the 
fields at 6 a.m: and came 


back at 3:30 P™- Then she 
went to fetch the water, 
washed the kids, started 
cooking the dinner, and when 
she had finished the cooking 
she did the laundry, put the 
kids to bed and finally went 
to bed herself at about 11:30 
p.m. And her husband re- 
fused to let her have her 
(Fallopian) tubes tied." 

Male attitudes are a major 
obstacle to the introduction 
of family planning in the de- 
veloping world, said Huston, 
especially in Latin America, 
the Caribbean and parts of 
.Africa, where fatherhood is a 
rest ament ro a man 's virility. 
She cited one comment that 
she has heard over and over: 
“If I don’t have a child every 
year, people will laugh at my 
husband. " 

Religion also plays its part, 
though Huston is more critic- 
al of the Roman Catholic 
Church's stand on family 
planning than that of Islam. 
‘7 don't actually think Islam 
is an impediment to family 
planning," she said. “ The 
U.N. Population Fund asked 
Islamic scholars to look at the 
rexts of the Koran, and they 
found there was nothing 
which forbids birth control. 
In fact there are several texts 
which relate to the well-being 
of the family which could be 
interpreted as meaning that 
birth control is justified when 
a family does not have the 
means to support a large 
number of children." 

Iran, said Huston . has ex- 
pressed an interest in work- 
ing with family— planning 
organisations in the field of 
women’s reproductive health 
— a fust and crucial step. 
Jordan. Lebanon. Tunisia, 
.Algeria. Pakistan, Morocco, 
Sudan, Turkey. Bangladesh, 
India and Indonesia all have 
family planning' associations. 


“I think most govemmems, 
with the exception of Alba- 
nia and until recently Roma- 
nia. now recognise that some 
kind of demographic control 
is very important to anything 
they may try ro do." she 
explained. 

So far. Huston's new pro- 
ject has taken her to three 
comments. Jn the Dominican 
Republic she traced the story 
of Evangeline Rodriguez, 
who was bom in 1879 with, as 
Huston puts it. four points 
against her. " She was black , 
at a time when the Domini- 
can Republic was barely 
emerging from slavery \ she 
was poor, illegitimate and 
female . " Nei’erthe/ess, Rod- 
riguez went on to become the 
country's first female doctor, 
introducing family planning 
ideas from Paris, where she 
studied , and using her own 
money to help lepers and 
prostitutes. 

In Egypt Huston resear- 
ched the stor)’ of Zahia Mar - 
zouk. whom she describes as 
one of the most ‘‘enchanting, 
lively, creative individuals ” 
that she has ever met. “ She 
died eight years ago, but I 
met her once, back in 1976 , 
and was totally mesmerised, ” 
said Huston. "She was born 
at the turn of the century into 
an upper-middle-dass family. 
She studied in England, be- 
coming the first Egyptian 
woman to do so, and it was 
such a scandal that she didn't 
tell her mother until a few 
days before she was due to 
leave. She went back to 
Egypt. ..and eventually 
founded the country's first 
family planning association, 
in Alexandria. 

She was remarkable because 
she was one of the first peo- 
ple to look at the whole 
woman and at the family” — 
World News Link. 



Perdita Hustasn 



To the Editor: 

I am a woman from Sweden. I have aiways been interested 
in your country and culture. 1 would be happy if you could 
help me to ger pen-pals through your newspaper. 

I am 33 years old. I am a nurse and my interests are: 
culture studies, travelling, music, reading and writing 
poetry, an and tennis. 

Please write in English to: 

Elaine Berqersen 
Sulfitg 4d 
66600 Bengtsfors 
Sweden 

Kindest regards 

Elaine Berqersen 
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By Katia Sabet 


Tf&usra 


CA IRO — She made her first 
film when she was 16. and at 
32 she is taking stock of a 
career that's just recuperat- 
ing from too much trivia. 

Yousra 's pretttiness has 
graced more than bO monies. 
Too many, she says, adding 
that she is trying to break the 
stereotype of the sexy blond 
beauty. Too often her roles 
were decorative but vacuous. 
That page is turned, and she 
wants the real Yousra to 
show her acting talent. 

} ousra s ca reer ch angeJ 
course just as she begun look- 
ing for more serious scripts. 
She met director Youssef 
Chahine. an old muster of the 
Egyptian cinema who has re- 
ceived widespread critical 
acclaim and is one of few- 
contemporary Middle East- 
ern filmmakers who enjoys 
international stature. Their 
teaming up seems promising: 
The results are two movies — 
An Egyptian Story and Alex- 
andria Again And Again — 
both very well received. 

Yousra % s talent has groan 
as she matured, and she has 
become more discriminating 


in her choice of roles. .As part 
of that strategy, she recently 
accepted a part in a film 
directed by A I Badrakhan. 
Although he has made only- 
six films. Badrakhan has left 
his mark and is seen as a 
rising star in a new genera- 
tion of Egyptian directors. 
The Yousru-Budrakhan film 
is based on The Island Of 
Coats, a play by Italian play'- . 
wrighr and poet Ugo Betti. 
Yousra plays one of four 
characters, three women and 
a man. In an elegant but 
decaying house in the coun- 
tryside. the four live through 
an intense array of emotions 
— from love to passion, to 
hatred and jealousy. 

Sot an easy film to make 
and a challenge by all 
accounts. But Badrakhan 
stacked the odds in his favour 
by enlisting three other big 
names in Middle Eastern 
cinema: Soad Hosny ( his 
faiorite star and ex-wife I. 
Ahmad Zaki l an Arab Mas- 
troianni-in-ihe-makingl and a 
promising young Lebanese 
actress. 

Today Yousra can claim to 
have realised her childhood 
dream: She has won respect 


in her chosen profession. The 
days seem faraway when, as 
the only child of well-to-do 
parents, she took ballet les- 
sons. attended private school 
and dreamed of becoming a 
star. ", As a child, there were 
two things I knew were for 
real: Ohe was the love of my 
mother, a special kind of 
love, full of tenderness, 
understanding and complic- 
ity. The other was friendship: 
I had friends whom I loved 
like the sistess I have never 
had . " 

Ever? now. her mother's 
love is what she treasures 
most, and friendships matter 
deeply, the solidity of these 
feelings making up for the 
trauma of her parents's di- 
vorce when she was 14. "My 
father gained custody rights 
and tore me away from my 
mother." she recalled. “For 
two years. I was nor allowed 
to see her apt my friends. 
Grief and anguish took hold 
of my entire life." She fo- 
•cused all the energy of her 
frustrations making her 
dream of acting come true. 
She had the looks for it: Tall, 
handsome, elegant, she also 
displayed a talent for singing 


and dancing. Her parents 
having many artist friends, 
including top movie star Leila 
Mourad and her husband . 
Mounir , she received valu- 
able advice and introductions. 
44 Mounir Mourad always 
used to tell me I would have a 
brilliant future in the enter- 
tainment world," she said. 
He bad her meet director 
Hussein Kama!, but nothing 
came of it. She received her 
first movie offer from 
another top director. Hassan 
AJ Imam, who wanted her for 
a him called Pain On Lips 
That Smile. However . her 
father forbade her to take the 
part, in which she would have 
played a man’s mistress. 

Yousra 's big break — or so 
it seemed — came when 
director Abdel Halim Nasr 
offered her the leading role in 
a movie he was directing and 
producing. *7 remember he 
told me: I am giving you a 
very heavy responsibility. 
You must always live up to 
the confidence peop/e place 
in you. Don’t ever accept 
being anything less than that, 
ever." The film was totally 
forgettable, a failure. Not an 
encouraging start, but Yous- 


ra still values that piece of 
advice and says she has al- 
ways followed it. It helped 
her give her best, regardless 
of the quality of the film. 
One of the sayings in the 
ffhn world is that "you.cannot . 
make a good film with a bad' 
screenplay and Yousra 
admits that her choices have 
not always been judicious. *7- 
have made mistakes , many 
mistakes." she says , "very 
often I was trying to please 
friends. / did not dare turn 
down parts because I did not 
want to disappoint people 
who showed confidence in 


Her husband was a bttsine 
man who travelled and h 
never there when she need 
him. But more important* 
had children from a previa 
marriage and was- unwBB 
. to start another famil 
“There was a contradictioi 
' stiff have not worked- pm 
says 1 Yousra. “This . m; 
claimed he , toved me ~ a 
I’m sure he. did — yet.het 


not want to have a child wi 
me. Couldn’t he uhderitai 


me. 


The series of mediocre 
films she accepted would 
have been enough to ruin 
anybody's career, except for 
that "special something" that 
made her increasingly popu- 
lar. Until the mid-1980s the 
roles that she was offered had 
little substance, though, and 
she remained trapped in a 
stereotype: the elegant, soph- 
isticated and wemthy urba- 
nite. 

fn the meantime,. Yousra 
fell in love and married. It 
was not a happy relationship. 
Yousra is candid a hour if: 


that a child is what 1 wasp 
most in, the worid?” - y;'. : 

Time has heaJetE tf 
- wounds and has helped Y6ii 
ra know what she wants o 
of a relationship.' Sbeisop* 
about her feelings: “f.wou 
like to Gnd a man who fenov 
how to give me his^jfove, t 
strength and his reassumne 
That way l will be able togj\ 
myself entirely to hint; as.wt 
as carrying on with my wor. 
I want a man who i&proud* 
what I am and wtmiVdo. 
want a child. My main pro 
Jem in life right now & that 
want a child, the eftiftf of 
man who loves me arid who 
Hove." ; ■ ; 7 

A pretty simple kind < 
happiness, one would .tbinl 




artist uses rural 


fight poverty, corruption 


By William MaClean 
Reuters 


MASERU — African play- 
wright Zakes Mda applauds 
when audiences invade the 
stage and start ordering the 
actors about. 

Its even better when they 
start rewriting the whole 
play, the politically-minded 
academic savs. 


Mda says his brand of par- 
ticipatory theatre staged in 
Lesotho’s village square and 
fields combats powerlessness 
and poverty among rural peo- 
ple in this army-ruled moun- 
tain kingdom. 

"It's unlike in Europe or 
America where you just sit 
and watch a play and then 
afterwards applaud he said 
in an interview. 

“ Our audiences are vocal, 
so we exploit that to the 
fullest. And they will not just 
be vocal from the sidelines. 
They actually come on to the 


stage and shows us how it 
should be if they feel that 
what these characters are 
doing is wrong. ” he said. 

“ Dialogue and debate are 
created. The villagers who 
want to expose corruption 
name real names." 

Mda r 43. professor of En- 
glish at the University of 
Lesotho, says much conven- 
tional "agitprop" drama is 
pre-packaged preaching that 
encourages oppressive poli- 
tical attitudes. 

He says theatre devised by 
the poor themselves is a more 
effective way of eroding de- 
pendence on development 
aid and stimulating criticism 
of corrupt rulers and tribal 
chiefs. 

“ This can be a dangerous 
perspective in many Third 
World countries because it 
contends that development 
must imply liberation. The 
ruling classes may not be 
amused," be said. 

The 1.6 million Basotho 


have benefited little from rhe 
$1 billion in foreign aid com- 
mitments provided since 1970 
by 25 countries and 72 de- 
velopment agencies. 

The aid was aimed at eas- 
ing Lesotho’s economic de- 
pendence on apartheid South 
Africa , which encircles the 
country and provides work 
for Basotho migrant workers 
on gold mines. 

la orfc year the country 
received $49 in foreign aid for 
every man , woman and child 
— more per capita than im- 
poverished Somalia or 
Ethiopia in the Horn of Afri- 
ca. 

Yet mo& projects fail and 
the country remains one of 
the worn off. Wealth mea- 
sured by annual per capita 
gross domestic product is 
near the bottom of the scale 
at about $200. 

“ The starting point of de- 
velopment is often in the 
mind of the expert and not in 
the reality of the man who is 


developing." wrote Lesotho 
historian Mosebi Damane. 

People are called to a 
meeting to be told bow to 
stop soil erosion, but the 
foreign concepts used are 
hardly ever adequately ex- 
plained. These concepts, 
furthermore, often clash with 
our cultural beliefs. " 

Mda and bis actors live 
with the inhabitants for 
several days before perform- 
ing in a village to /earn its 
problems. They devise a play 
on the issues with the villa- 
gers. who invariably inter- 
vene during the performance 
and often act parts them- 
selves. 

"Any spectator can replace 
any actor and lead the action 
• in any direction he said. 

Problems have included 
illegal land sales by local 
chiefs who go on to' pocket 
the profit, soil erosion, child 
disease and immunisation , 
sexual disease and the mig- 
rant labour system. 


One of the most heated 
plays was by women angry 
with South African unions 
whose pay strikes led to sack- 
ing of their migrant worker 
husbands. Children had gone 
hungry as a result. 

Afterwards most specta- 
tors resolved that Basotho 
should support South African 
unions . even m political dis- 
putes. A minority said 
Basotho bad rib business in 
South African affairs. 

Mda said: Development 
here fails mostly because 
somebody from America , or 
even from here in Maseru , 
wiil draw up a very beautiful 
plan without bribing to the 
people to hear what they say 
and find out what they want. 
Money is pumped in as long 
as the donors are here. But 
when they go, the project 
dies." 

"People see themselves as 
recipients , enforcing de- 
pendency. Some aid workers 
are now beginning to learn 


this." 

This is widespread cor- 
ruption. a fact conceded by 
government official , diplo- 
mats and aid workers. 


Expo 92 will 
entertain Spanish- 
style until 4 a.m. 


"This is a very rotten 
place" said Mda. " A lot of 
aid money ends up in some- 
one’s pocket , And of course 
rural communities are aware 
that the so-called rulers are 
getting all these things , some- 
tunes at their expense. ” 
When emotional issues are 
discussed the performances 
"can get out of hand and turn 
into shouting matches, " Mda 
said. 


By Softer* Hart 

Reuter 


anniversary of the voyage 
the new world by Christop 
Columbus. 

With just under a year to 
before the opening, thesiu 
beginning to take on the st 
and concrete shape of a hit 
istic city. 

More than 100 pavilions ; 
under icanstmction , w 


He tries to give everyone a 
hearing by keeping the de- 
bate “in a theatrical form 
within the world of the play. ' 

Mda. who will spend the 
second half of 1991 as writer 
in residence at Britain’s 
Durham University, plans to 
take his development theatre 
next year to the street gangs 
of Cape Town. 


audkoria pins bats and 
taurants are being built. 

Nearby, the 7, 000-si 
open-air Cartuja Audlifojii 
the site’s main theatre 
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aribbean comic brings audiences home 


By Max de Lotbiniere 


LONDON — Oliver 
Samuels. Jamaica’s leading 
comedy actor, is back in the 
United Kingdom and his fans 
are celebrating. Even in the 
long history of the venerable 
Hackney Empire, the ornate 
Victorian music hall in East 
London where he opened his 
show , few actors could have 
commanded such an ecstatic 
response from their audi- 
ences as Samuels. He enters 
centre stage — the setting is a 
dowdy Jamaican shipping 
company in his new comedy, 
"we run tings” (We Run 
Tings), and the members of 
the audience are immediately 
out of their seats cheering, 
dapping and whooping. Far 
from being put off his stride, 
this is the kind of response 
Oliver Samuels has come to 
expect whether he's on stage 
in Kingston, New York, Van- 
couver or Birmingham. 

Back in Jamaica . Samuels' 
television series, Oliver at 
Large, has oufpo//ed even 
The Cosby Show, the inter- 
nationally successful U.S. 
comedy export, and when he 
returns from his present 
European tour he'll be busy 
making another 2S-episode 
series. But fans around the 
world have to make do with 
videocassettes of his shows. 
For a whole generation of 
Jamaicans who came to the 
U.K. to live and work, the 
chance to see Samuels per- 
form live is like being trans- 
ported — if only for an even- 
ing — from the cold, rainy 
daily English routine to the 


warmth and humour of 
Jamaica. 

For those in the audience 
who are new to Jamaican 
comedy, the experience is not 
so much culture shock as 
cultural full frontal assault, fn 
this latest production 
Samuels plays Stan man, a 
long-time employee of We 
Run Tings import / export 
Inc., which it soon transpires, 
has a serious effidency prob- 
lem. The boss. Mr. Perkins 
— played by Samuels’ long- 
time acting partner Volier 
Maffie Johnson — has plans 
to change things but nothing 
is going to upset Stan man 's 
routine. In structure the play 
is classic farce, but the con- 
flicts between the characters , 
which are the basis for the 
comedy, are classic 
Jamaican. Stanman . who is 
not about to have his easy life 
disrupted, gets the upper 
hand once he finds out who in 
the office has been sleeping 
with whom. 

If French has been called 
the language of love, then 
•Jamaican dialect must be the 
language of verbal combat . 
Once the polite veneer is 
cracked (and Stanman ’s is 
very thin), it is down to no- 
holds-barred wrestling with 
words as the male and female 
employees of the company go 
at each other. The show is 
fast , loud and raw, and 
although sex and greed insist 
on raising their heads, they 
would be much better off 
taking cover from the cross- 
fire. With each near-fatal 
blow the audience goes wild 
with delight. Stout matrons 



dKwer Samuels 

seem on the verge of collapse 
and grown men are doubled 
up with laughter as Stanman 
proceeds with his lethal deliv- 
ery. 

It is a relief to discover, on 
meeting Oliver Samuels after 
opening night , thaLthe char- 
acter of Stanman is brought 
to life For the play and the 
play only. In a relaxed mood 
the following morning. 
Samuels stanches in a com- 
fortable armchair. He is 43 
and has a targe, round belly 
that gets an affectionate 
stroke as he laughs. One 
thing that Samuels is not is a 


man who has let international 
success go to his head. "I’m a 
very ordinary person," he 
says. "The popularity hasn’t 
come with a lot of money, so 
basically people don’t see me 
as a great person who is “up 
there" and untouchable." 

In a place like Jamaica , 
where no one is allowed to 
remain aloof bom the com- 
munity and where stardom 
could be a strain on someone 
as well known as he is, 
Samuels believes he has the 
right attitude. "It is when you 
make yourself inaccessible 
that people get too interested 


in you. I live the best way I 
know," be says. **/ don’t 
wear a lot of gold or fancy 
clothes, I don’t go for that 
star image. " He is a simple 
man but also cautious. *7 
have this fear , " be explains. 
“ That you have to maintain 
the image, but in the theatre 
world you can’t maintain it, 
acting is a very ungrateful 
profession" he added. 

Samuels’ awareness of how 
fleeting succets can be might 
have something to do with 
the financial hardship of 
growing upon a plantation in 
the north of Jamaica. His 
parents — his father was a 
casual labourer and his 
mother a vendor — taught 
him never to be victimised by 
his poverty. They also instil- 
led in him the confidence that 
if he worked hard enough he 
would achieve success. It was 
as a young boy that he set 
himself his goal for life. 

"I believe I have always 
wanted to be an actor, ’’ says 
Samuels. "It comes out of my 
very youthful experience of 
the plantation. People never 
had access to electronic 
media like television. In- 
stead, there was a kind of 
yard theatre* : People per- 
forming in their homes for 
their neighbours. It obviously 
impressed me, but what real- 
ly fascinated me was the 
magic of the silver screen. 
When -1 was around eight 
years did, my another gave 
me a griSt. 6 cents , and said I 
could go to the cinema the 
next Saturday night to see a 
Tarzaa movie." ■ 

44 It was earning in the 


tilm, " he recalls. " And I got 
the nice feeling of rain falling 
on the zinc roof — the movie 
house had a zinc roof. But 
when / got outside I was 
astonished. It was dry , and 
my brother bad to explain to 
me that it was only raining in 
the film.” In spite of this 
early inspiration from cine- 
ma, tilm is about the only 
media Samuels has yet to 
conquer, but whether be is 
performing in the theatre, 
radio or television he tries to 
cast that same kind of magic 
over his audiences. 

From performing in yard 
theatre and in school produc- 
tions Samuels gained a place 
at the Jamaican School of 
Drama in the early 1970s. He 
is modest about that achieve- 
ment but the experience 
means a great deal to him. 
Although the coursework ex- 
posed him to classical 
theatre, it was prinicipally 
aimed at the West Indian 
theatre tradition. "The ori- 
ginal tutor at the school. " 
Samuels explains, " Came 
with the idea that what we 
need is a Caribbean theatre. ” 
So we were exposed to West 
Indian writers and performed 
West Indian and U.K. plays. 


SEVILLE, Spain — Expo 92, 
next year’s World Fair in 
Seville , plans to entertain 
lavishly and in true Spanish 
style , with the show running 
nightly until 4 a.m. 

When the doors dose on the „ , i _ T r- r~ — r ’ 

more than 100 national the-biggest neai 

..them* pavilions which will ^J^tion.,-. .. y 
nwfce up the biggest-ever ®? r ‘ 

wars al exposition , E x ^ s ^^entert3ixm^t is a m 
nightly mix of privolity^nd made lake, as yet water l 
fineart, cabaret and culture around winch a strng of st 
will open up. 

In this southern Spanish 
city where summer tempera- 
tures frequently top 40 de- 
grees Celsius ( 104 v — — — 

Fahrenheit), relaxing far into music and dance 

the cool of the night is second be & nmn S to take shape, 
nature. A new °P era hoast * 

The Expo site itself, on Mestnm, opened eai 
Cartuja Island in the Guadal- month with a gala eon 
quivir River will have an array ^ a °[ s Q 
of bars, restaurants , discothe- stare headed by Te oors Pi 
ques and entertainment sites °° Domingo and Jose 
open until the small hours. 

More than 10,000 artistes 
— musicians, jugglers , acro- 
bats, mime artists — will pro- 
vide street shows 18 hours a 
day throughout Expo’s six- 
month run. At least 500 will 
be working each day. 

Expo after hours will be 
launched every evening by a 
giant parade of floats and 
bands depicting Mediterra- 
nean cultural festivals. This '_r — ~ 
will be followed by a laser and, ly^Marriage Of Figaro, 
firework display to give the s Barber Of Seville, 
night a suitably glittering . 5 _g’ ar F e Df Destiny, F. 
start. 

Because of the night-time 
attractions, the organisers are 
offering $ 10 tickets, which 
admit visitors to the site from 
8 p.m. to 4 a.m., as well as the 
$40 full-day ticket. 

Alongside the razzmatazz 
of the street shows, bars and 
discos Expo has scheduled a 
powerful arts programme as 
the cultural backdrop to the 
world fair. 


reras. 

BuiH over five years ins 
the decorative facade of 
old artillery barracks in 
heart of Seville, the mode 
mo^-puposei theatre was 
spired by the Salzburg Ft 
spielhaus. 

Owing Expo the Maestr 
za will stage seven operas 
in Seville, starting withBizi 
Carmen and going on 
Mozart’s Don Giovanni i 


Since then his idol has been ' 
the Jamaican folklorist and 
poet, Louise Bennett- 
Coverley, a great champion 
of Jamaican culture and lan- 


When he is reminded of a 
remark he is quoted as mak- 
ing during his last trip to the 
U.K. , Samuels lets out a long 
laugh and shakes his head. 


Some of the greatest names 
in theatre, music, dance and 
films will appear in 21 venues, 
■17 of them newly built. 

" Expo 92 will offer some 18 
million visitors a selection of 
truly un/versa/ entertain- 
ments,” said Manuel 
Olivenda, head of the state 
corporation organising the 
fair.- 

'‘From the very highest 
level of classical culture to 
mass popular entertainment 
and the avant-garde there will 
be something to suit alt 
tastes/’ local and internation- 
al, elitist and popular fruni/y 
and adult." 

Expo 92. with its theme of 
“ The age of Discovery. ” 
opens on April 20 and runs 
until Oct. 12, 1992, the 500th 


by Beethoven and La Favo 
by Donizetti. 

New York’s Metropoli 
Opera wilt perform Ver 
Un Ballo In Mascbera at 
Maestranza in only the sea 
European appearance in 
history. 

The orchestral world v 
be represented by giants st 
as the Berlin PhRharmb, 
under Daniel Barenboim, i 
Leningrad Philharmonic cx 
ducted by Yuri Tcmirkan 
and the Philadelphia Orch 
tra under Riccardo Muti. 

Jazz and pop music will 
part of the nightly diet on 1 
Expo rite with formal cx 
certs once or twice a mon 

Theatregoers will see ph 
directed by Swedish mas 
Ingmar Bergman and B 
tain’s Peter Brook ami pt 
ductkms mounted by the B 
liner Ensemble and Looda 
National Theatre. 

The New Central' Then 
on the Expo site will 
dedicated entirely to new a 
avant-garde productions. 

Actors Dustin Ht i ffn n 
Vittorio Gassman and act* 
playwright Dario FowiHgi 
dramatic monologues 
Seville’s classical Lope j 
Vega Theatre. 
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King recuperating 


P* iQr , 


^ their* 


(Contumed from page 1) 
health. 

Multitudes of Jordanians 
thronged A1 Hussein Medical 
City in Amman over the past two 
days expressing their best wishes 
for the King's speedy recovery 
and pleading to visit him. 

Cardiologist Yousef Qousus 
who is supervising King Hussein’s 
treatment prevented all visits, 
however. 

One of the King's supervising 
doctors said on Wednesday that 
King Hussein's heart “was 100 
per cent okay, while the atrial 
fibrillation was not dangerous 
and bad no repercussions on 
him." 

He said the King was respons- 
ing very well to medication. 

King Hussein, who regularly 
sees a .cardiologist in London, 
said he has suffered from the 
same ailment several times. 

Doctors and other official 
sources said the main reason for 
the current bout of irregular 
heartbeat was fatigue after two 
days of state functions, including 


the Army Day holiday, in which 
he shook hands with thousands of 
people. 

A senior Royal Palace official 
said doctors reported after two 
days of diagnosis that the King 
suffered "atrial fibrillation.'* a 
medical term for rapid, uncoor- 
dinated series of contractions of 
some portion of the heart muscle, 
which causes irregular heartbeat. 

The palace official, who spoke 
on condition he not be identified, 
said King Hussein “will be dis- 
charged from hospital within 48 
hours.” 

"Doctors are concerned to 
keep His Majesty in a quiet, 
peaceful and relaxing atmosphere 
and most importantly away from 
work." the official said in re- 
sponse lo earlier reports that the 
Kingwas scheduled to leave hos- 
pital Wednesday. 

In an interview broadcast Tues- 
day on Jordan Radio. King Hus- 
sein told citizens from his sick- 
bed that “within a short period of 
time, we shall go back again to 
resume our work, God willing.” 


Parents meet prime minis ter 


(Continued from page 1) 

However, the two more im- 
portant and controversial 
issues have been comments 
attributed to the minister 
allegedly criticising the King- 
dom's ten-year "plan of action 
for educational reform (1989- 
1998),” and plans to ban or 
limit coeducation in schools 
around the country. 

Fatina Kabariti, a mother 
who also met with the premier, 
said that the delegation ended 
their meeting with Mr. Bad ran 
"feeling- very comfortable with 
the whole idea of democratic 
lobbying and dialogue." 

"The prime minister praised 
the dialogue that was created 
over tins issue saying that this 
is a manifestation of democra- 
cy and falls in line with the 
constitution, the Natonal 
Charter and His Majesty King 
Hussein's speeches on the day 
the charier was ratified,'* Mrs. 
Kabariti told the Jordan 
Times. 

“What we really wanted is 
the right to choose,” she ex- 
plained adding that “we do not 
want to impose our opinions 
on anybody. We want dialogue 
and we want to be sure that no 
one can impose their differing 
opinions on us." 

“It is the right of mothers 
and fathers and the different 
sectors of society to participate 
in the decision-making process 
before a decision is adopted 
and is applied ” Mr. Bitar 
pointed out. 

He added that in the meet- 
ing with the prime minister 


"we stressed our social reality 
as we saw it and the right of 
parents to choose." 

“We are an open society, 
free from extremism and bigot- 
ry. This society has freedoms 
that are protected by the con- 
stitution," Mr. Bitar added. 

“We want to tell everyone 
that we have all the respect for 
the opinions that differ with us 
and in return we want our 
opinions to be respected,” 
Mrs. Kabariti said. 

Mr. Bitar said that the repre- 
sentatives of private schools 
and the parents of students 
who attend them "are 
shouldering a heavy burden 
that the government would 
otherwise have to shoulder it- 
self." 

“These schools take as many 
as 20 per cent of the student 
body in the country, if these 
schools did not exist the gov- 
ernment would have to provide 
for these students,” Mr. Bitar 
said. 

In the final analysis. Mr. 
Bitar said, “we are not against 
one group or another, we have 
an opinion and we are con- 
cerned that no cue group, even 
if it represented the majority of 
the people, would use mental 
terror and oppression." 

No official government 
spokesmen were available to 
comment, but the concerned 
parents said they would be 
following up on the meeting 
with the prime minister to see 
what progress could be made 
on resolving the controversial 
issues. 


Aziz in Ankara 


(Continued from page 1) 
dish rebel leaders. 

Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurt- 
cebe Alptemocin, welcoming- 
Aziz, said Turkey wanted to get 
first-hand information on de- 
velopments in Iraq and assess its 
policy in the light of U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

“We certainly desire that Iraq 
solves its problems, that the peo- 
ple of Iraq live in peace and 
stability, and that Iraq initiates 
good relations with regional 


countries ” he added. 

Turkey was deluged with half a 
million mainly Kurdish refugees 
from Iraq after Iraqi troops’ 
crushed a shortlived Kurdish up- 
rising in March. 

All but 12,000 have returned to 
an allied -held safety zone in 
northern Iraq. Turkey also hosts 
up to 8JXX) Iraqis who fled across 
the border earlier on in the Gulf 
crisis and 27,000 Kurds who ar- 
rived in 1988. to escape Iraqi 
repression. 


Israel must 6 political activists detained 

quit (Continued from page 11 

S identity card, on the back page. Tunisian national, whose hu 

I Jphanmi which conUumfd insu ! t5 lo Ihc band Dr. Youssef Smeirat w: 

• ivnnn r»f fhr nrimr minister anti i 


identity card, on the back page, 
which contained insults to the 
person of the prime minister and 
his family. A copy of the pam- 
phlet made available to the Jor- 
dan Times did not indicate any 
sign of the identity of its writers. 
The pamphlet attacks the govern- 
ment accusing it of reverting to 
pro-Amcriain policies following 
the Gulf war. 

The JCP "revolutionary path." 
has been critical of some govern- 
ment policies as well as of other 
left-wing political groups which 
some members of the group felt 
that they had abandoned their 
principles. 

“We do not mind their views 
but they have penetrated the 
ceiling of democracy by using 
personal slander.” one security 
official maintained. 

The wives of the suspects 
strongly denied the charges. 
“Issam would not rewrt to slan- 
der," Mrs. Hana Al Tal told the 
Jordan Times. "This is not his 
way of expressing his views." 

The security forces have 
allowed the families of the de- 
tainees. held at the General In-, 
telligcnce Department, to visit 
them on Tuesday. Later they told 
the Jordan Times that the de- 
tainees looked in good condition. 

“Issam looked fine as far as I 
could tell,” said Mrs. Tal who 
saw him after an interrogation 
session. 

Security officials insisted that 
they were not violating the law by 
detaining the suspects for inter- 
rogation.” We have the right to 
detain suspects for interrogation 
for two weeks before referring 
them to court,” said one security 
source, who like other sources, 
insisted on anonymity. 

A prominent Jordanian lawyer 
supported the security officials' 
statements. 

But the wives countered that 
the way the arrests were made 
were reminiscent of the pre- 
democratisation era. "My little 
girl was so terrified that she be- 
came hysterical,” I had to take 
her to a doctor who put her on 
seditives, said Mrs. Smeirat. a 


(Continued from page t) 
south Lebanon three times lost 
week, killing 19 people and 
wounding 49. 

Crocker, speaking hirer talks 
with Education Minister Boutros 
Harb, said Washington backed u 
peace drive in Lebanon after lb 
years of civil war. 

The government is re- 
establishing control across the 
country in line with an Arab- 
brokered pact reached in 1989 in 
the Saudi city of Taif. 

“We think that the Lebanese 
government will have the chance 
to extend its authority on all 
Lebanese territory including the 
south, as the Taif pact stipufatd." 
Crocker said. 

In Tel Aviv, meanwhile, Sha- 
mir urged the United States also 
Wednesday not to let its opposi- 
tion to Jewish settlements influ- 
ence decisions to grant aid to help 
house Israel’s wave of Soviet 
immigration. 

The statement was in response 
to radio and newspaper reports 
here that President Bush has 
warned American Jewish leaders 
that Washington might withhold 
loan guarantees for the Soviets 
unless Israel stops moving Jews to 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The United States has repe- 
atedly criticised Israel’s settle- 
ment policy as an impediment to 
peace. 

Asked about Bush’s reported 
remarks, Shamir told reporters: 
'The United States has contri- 
buted much to the coming of this 
immigration, and 1 really hope 
that no political issues will pre- 
vent the United States from giv- 
ing its large part to the assimila- 
tion of this great and blessed 
immigration." 

Shamir also said that “it is 
inconcievable that the United 
States, oar great friend, will 
change its ways and trill hot help 
Israel in the absorption of the 
immigrants." 

Avi Pazner, an aide to Shamir, 
confirmed that Bush restated 
objections to settlement construc- 
tion in the occupied territories. 
But he denied loan guarantees 
were tiveaterfed. 

Israel has moved more than 

100.000 Jewish settlers into the 
territories, and Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon has pledged to add 

50.000 more over the next two 


VACANCIES 

The French School in Amman is looking for: 

1) Francophone teacher for kindergarten. Experience is a must. 

2) Assistant for the administration. 3 lingual (French, English. Arabic). 
Arabic typing is a must. 

Cal! tel. 826830-826846 for an appointment or write to 
P.O.Box 35287 -Amman 


Tunisian national, whose hus- 
band Dr. You&sef Smeirat was 
detained. 

Nadia Hallaseh. sister of 
another detainee. Walid Hal- 
laseh. said that her brother was 
picked up by the security from his 
hotel room in Aqaba. 

The lawyer who spoke to Lhe 
Jordan Times said that the 
method used to make the arrest, 
as described by the families, "was 
wrong." 

The security sources insisted 
that they had an arrest warrant, 
from the attorney general to; 
arrest the suspects and search 
their homes. According to the 
lawyer, martial law. which has 
not been lifted yet. gives specific 
senior intelligence officers the au- 
thority of an attorney general, i 

Mrs. TaJ said that she was tooj 
shocked that she forgot to ask thei 
security for the arrest warrant. ! 

Mrs! Tal and the wife of 
another detainee — Dr. Nayef 
Attar — described the pattern of 
the arrests and termed it as 
“rough.” 

Tlie security sources resented* 
the accusations stressing that the 
way the arrests were made did 
not contravene the law. 

One security source said that 
the group has been involved in 
violent incidents in the past. 
"They were involved in starting 
violence in Baqaa refugee camp 
on more than one occasion,” the 
source said, adding that the.JCP- 
“ revolutionary path” believes in 
revolutionary violence. 

The security sources believe 
that the group was behind burn- 
ing tyres during pro-Iraqi and 
pro- Palestinian intifada demon- 
strations in the camp. There was 
no way of getting the group's 
reaction. 

Deputy Kawar, however, said 
that regardless of the charges.as a 
deputy, he rejected the principle 
of arresting activists without sub- 
stantial evidence. “In the era of 
derr.ocratisation we have to deal 
with the people on the basis that a 
suspect is innocent until proved 
•miltv and not vice versa.” 


Jordan Times 


ECOLE 

FRANQAISE 

D’AMMAN 

P. O. BOX 3 5 2 B 7 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
TfeL. 626330-826046 


Add a trump card to the education of your child: 
French language easily from K.G. 

French syllabus in a modern and suitable surround- 
ings for children from 2 to 5 years old. 

School year begins for K.G., Primary and Secondary 
on Sept 15th, 1991 

INSCRIPTION open till 4th of July and from first of 
September 



Few care enough to boot Nixon 


By David Nagy 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Tapes of 
then-President Richard Nixon 
raging about Jews, dissidents and 
other “enemies” remind Amer- 
icans they still have Nixon to kick 
around — but few care enough to 
put the boot in anymore. 

Nearly 48 hours of 20-year-old 
White House rapes just released 
by the National Archives add 
'nothing much to the record of the 
Watergate scandal that forced 
Nixon to resign in 1974. 

But they do expand well-worn 
evidence that he could be a 
vengeful, vindictive and bigoted 
man. 

A scalding mini-reaction has 
come from pundits in the New 
York- Washington area, the very 
eastern establishment bastion 
Nixon despised. Elsewhere, 
yawns have prevailed. 

Still, this latest Nixon tapes 
episode features all the paradoxes 
and ironies that have made him a 
controversial public figure for 45 
years, even now as he transforms 
himself from political villain to 
elder statesman and oracle at age 
78. 

In short, the ageing Nixon still 
stirs the old dispute between 
admirers, especially foreigners, 
who cannot see why Americans 
fuss over Watergate and detrac- 
tors who warned him jailed or at 
least held in permanent disgrace. 

Critics are divided over the 
latest tapes. 

“So much for the rule of law 
and order.” said the Washington 
Post's Haynes Johnson. “Perhaps 
Americans should wallow anew 
in Watergate. Better that than 
believing it was just politics as 
usual.” 

“With all the flaws of charac- 
ter, Richard Nixon did some 


progressive things for this country 
as president. He was far more 
sensitive to our domestic needs 
than the cheerful, popular man 
who is president now,” wrote 
Anthony Lewis of the New York 
Times. 

No one claims the Tapes flatter 
Nixon. 

One, of an oval office talk with 
aides in May 1971, shows an 
apparent anti-Semitic streak as he 
suggests Jews were fomenting the 
anti-war protests bedevilling his 
administration. 

The same month he evinced 
enthusiasm at a comment by top 
aide H.R. Haldeman that union 
“Thugs” could be urged to raid 
political protests and “beat the 
shit out of these people.” 

NEWS ANALYSIS 


In a September 1972 chat he 
says the White House could use 
privileged federal tax records to 
harass Democratic opponents 
without anyone the wiser; “God- 
damn it, sneak in (to the tax 
records vaults) in the middle of 
the night.” 

In the beady days of the Water- 
gate scandal and for years after, 
material like this would have 
been gobbled up by the public 
tike the latest episode in a bot 
soap opera. 

The House of Representatives 
judiciary committee voted three 
articles of impeachment against 
Nixon in 1974 — obstructing jus- 
tice, abusing power and defying 
subpoenaes. The scandal in- 
volved burglary, “hush money” 
payoffs, “enemies lists'* and 
more. 

The charges stemmed from a 
break-in at the Democrats' 
national headquarters at the 


Watergate Hotel during the 1972 
presidential campaign. 

Nixon resigned after republi- 
can elders told him the House of 
Representatives would surely im- 
peach him on those charges and 
the Senate would almost sorely 
convict him. 

He escaped criminal prosecu- 
tion only because the Watergate 
grand jury was told it could not 
indict a sitting president and be- 
cause Gerald Ford pardoned him 
once he left office. 

But 21 of Nixon's aides and 
associates did go to prison. 

Those days are long. These 
tapes prompted a few news re- 
ports but little or no published 
comment in centres of opposition 
like Chicago. Boston, and San 
Francisco. 

In part, too much time has 
passed. 

But many agree with U.S. 
Senator Warren Rudman, a New 
Hampshire Republican, who re- 
cently said America has been 
numbed by “the drumbeat of 
daily ' scandals * all given star 
biding with no distinction as to 
seriousness.” 

A November 1990 Galhip poll 
reflecting Nixon's comeback said 
only 32 per cent approved the job 
he had done in office — but 54 
per cent liked what he has been 
doing in retirement as a rich 
memoirist and globe-trotting con- 
fidant of the mighty. 

But there are 3,940 more hours 
of Nixon tapes yet to be cleared 
and released. And what is on 
them still stir the blood of those 
still furious at “the old Nixon.” 

“They remind ns why he was 
forced to resign his position of 
trust,” said a Philadelphia Inquir- 
er editorial. “And why, from 
time to time, he still deserves to 
be kicked around.” 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 

PACK MG, AIR FREIGHT 
• FORWARDING, DOOR-ta 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. . 

AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

P^TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 

I VSS >N> P.O.BOX 7806 +/r 

rr\w ** wan ^ 



ff Rents- Sale ] 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sate. 

For further details, please 
■■ cadi 

Abdoun Real 


rot. 810605, 810800, 
Fax: 810520. 


RDAN MARKET PLACE 


^^Amman’s 

Ar exclusive gift shop 

K Italian shoes, Y 

leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisenl - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

size 30% torpor 

• Free mniargo- 
ammnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


V AustraIia 




f CROWN ■ 
| INT'L EST. | 

5 packing, snipping. B 
s forwarding, storage, g 
H clearing, door-to-door I 
M service ■ 


Agens as over me won a ^ 

Tel: W4090, Fax: 690852 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN „ 


j The First Class Hotel in ! 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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Jordan hosts qualifying matches 

Davis Cup events start 


By Maba Addasf 

Special to the Jordan Timas 

AMMAN — For the second con- 
secutive year the Jordan Tennis 
Federation is hosting and partici- 
pating in the Davis Cup qual- 
ifying matches which start Thurs- 
day at the A1 Hussein Sport Q'ty. 

This year the Jordanian four 
man team will be facing the 
Pakistani team of professional 
tennis players for tbe-first time in 
Jordan, and both sides seem keen 
for the confrontation. 

The number one Jordanian 
player, Hani Al-Ali who will be 
representing Jordan in an inter- 
national tournament for the sixth 


time, Thursday said that con- 
sidering the fact that the Jorda- 
nian players are amateurs they 
are looking forward to playing 
against the Pakistani Team- “Par- 
ticipating in this tournament is an 
opportunity to gain experience. 
When we play against profession- 
als we become more aware of our 
weak points and learn to over- 
come them for other tourna- 
ments,” Mr. Al-Ali said. 

At a press conference at the In- 
tercontinental Hotel, Wednesday 
tire international referee who is a 
representative from the In terna- 
tional Tennis Federation (ITF) 
Michel Willems said that he 
hoped the qualifying matches 
would impress the spectators. 


INGLEWOOD, California (AP) 
— The disappointment of a 3-1 
deficit in the NBA finals has 
Magic Johnson thinking he might 
consider retirement after the 
series. 

“I have three weeks off after 
this is over and I'll sit down and 
decide what to do,” Johnson said 
after the Los Angeles Lakers' 
practice Tuesday. “I might decide 
to leave after this season, or it 
might be one or two more years. I 
always wanted to be a business- 
man, although Tm set up finan- 
cially so I don't have to work 
another day in my life.” 

Johnson, 31, said he never ex- 
pected what he called the “ulti- 
mate series” between the Lakers 
and Chicago Bulls would become 
so one-sided. The Bulls have a 
chance to win the first cham- 
pionship in the franchise's 25- 
year history with another victory 
at the forum Wednesday night. 

“There becomes a point when 
you say, ‘I think I’m tired of 
travelling. I'm tired for giving 
things up’,” Johnson said. “You 
always wonder how much longer 
you want to go, even if you’re not 
really thinking of quitting.'’ 

“Ultimately, TU do what’s best 
for me, not what’s best for the 
Lakers or the NBA. If I thought 
in ray heart that we had no 
legitimate chance to win. I'd be 
more inclined to quit.” 

Hie Lakers, who have won five 


championships since Johnson's 
arrival in 1979-80, got no en- 
couraging news on the injury 
front Tuesday. 

Coach Mike Dunleavy. who 
said he wasn't counting on in- 
jured starters James Worthy and 
Byron Scott, scrimmaged with 
the team because he wanted 
Johnson to rest, too. That left 
nine players on the floor. 

“I made a few- baskets, but our 
bench has guys who are better 
than me,” said Dunleavy, 37, 
who retired as an active player in 
1985 but filled in as an emergency 
reserve for Milwaukee as recently 
as last season. 

“We have to prepare like 
James and Byron are not going to 
play," Johnson said. 

In the 1980 finals against Phi- 
ladelphia, Johnson moved to cen- 
tre in game 6 and had 42 points 
and 15 rebounds as the Lakers 
beat the 76eis and won the cham- 
pionship despite an injury to Ka- 
reen Abdul-Jabbar. 

"This is a similar situation, but 
I don’t know what’s going to 
happen and how I might play in 
die game," Johnson said. I can't 
go into a game saying, Tm just 
going to shoot tonight.’ You can’t 
plan things that way. I have to'see 
how the game goes.” 

Asked if he would play the 
entire game, Johnson replied, “I 
don't think Til play 48 minutes, 
but it will be close to that.” 


“I hope that the competition 
will be strong and that the teams 
put on a good show,” Mr. Wil- 
lems said. 

The captain of the Pakistani 
team, Syed Mahmoud Alam said 
that the team was well-prepared* 
for the event. “The Pakistani 
ream members have practiced 
three hours daily for the past 
month at a tennis camp in Islama- 
bad, and they are in good shape 
physically and also in good prac- 
tice,” he said, adding that he was 
concerned mainly because the 
Pakistani team bad practiced on 
grass-courts but will be playing 
the matches on hard courts. 

The Jordanian team is made op 
of Hani AJ-Aii, Saleh Busbnaq. 


Emad Abu Hamda and Ayman 
Abu Jaber. The Pakistani team 
includes Rashid Malik. Hameed 
AJ Haq. Mushaf Zia and Omar 
Rashid. 

The Davis Cup is considered 
“the jewel in the ITF crown.” 
The first Davis Cup march took 
place at the turn of the century 
when Dwight Filley Davis then a 
student at Harvard University, 
put up a trophy for competition 
between tennis players in the 
United States and the British 
Isles. Since then, it has become 
one of the largest and most presti- 
gious team event in world sport. 
Today 87 nations, representing 
every continent participate in the 
event. 



Chang wins, Wilander loses on grass 

LONDON (AP) — Michael Chang and Mats Wilander, two 
players who have triumphed on the red clay of the French Open, 
both tested the grass of Queens Club Tuesday with starkly 
different results. While American Chang overcame a 0-3 deficit to 
beat Britain's Danny Sapsford 6-3, 6-3 and become the first player 
into the third round, Sweden's Wilander tumbled 6-4, 6-4 in the 
opening round to Germany’s Patrik Kuhnen. He also picked up a 
muscle injury. The rop three seeds in the tournament, world no. 1 
Stefan Edberg, no. 3 Ivan Lendl and U.S. open titlist Pete 
Sampras, play their first singles games of the tournament 
Wednesday. Chang, seeded fourth in this $500 , 000 pre- 
Wimbledon tournament, won the French Open in 1989 at age 17. 
Wilander, who also won at Roland Garros as a 17-year-old in 
1982, is a comparative veteran at 26. Both hit problems when they 
tried to translate their baseline game to the faster grass courts. 

Compulsory blood tests possible for Olympics 

BIRMINGHAM, England (R) — Compulsory blood tests to 
detect doping in the Olympics could be introduced at the 1996 
Atlanta games, Olympic officials indicated Tuesday. The chair- 
man of the medical commission of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), Prince Alexandre De Merode of Belgium, said 
he believed the IOC would proceed with plans to conduct 
compulsory blood tests as well as the present urine analysis. He 
did not specify a date for the implementation of the proposals but 
said he believed a study of all the implications of blood testing 
would be completed by next year. However. IOC information 
director Michele Verdier gave a pointer towards the 1996 Atlanta 
games when she told a news conference: “If a decision is taken 
before the end of 1991 it would apply only to games held after 
1992. An IOC study into the possible introduction of blood tests 
was first announced in April when Verdier said doctors had 
indicated that urine analysis might be inadequate to detect certain 
drugs- 

El Salvador squad beats Juventus 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Goalie Carlos Rivera made his team’s 
fourth penalty kick, then stopped a Juventus penalty kick as El 
Salvador's Luis Angel FiTpo defeated the Italian squad 1-0 
Tuesday night. The two teams played to a scoreless tie before 
about 10,000 people at the coliseum forcing the penalty kicks. El 
Salvador’s Fernando de Moura scored the first penalty kick for his 
team, but Juventus’ Paolo di Canio answered. Luis Guelmo’s 
penalty kick got past Juventus goalie Stefano Tacconi, giving the 
El Salvador team a 2-1 edge. Juventus' Giancarlo Marocchi then 
shot over the crossbar. Luis Angel Firpo was successful on its next 
attempt, as was Juventus. Rivera scored what proved to be the 
clinching penalty kick with a shot that flew past Tacconi into the 
right corner. He then ended the game with a save of Roberto 
Gaiia's shot. Juventus is on a three-game tour of North America. 
On Sunday, the team played the United States national team a 
scoreless tie in New Haven, Connecticut. The Italian club travels 
to Leon, Mexico, to play a Mexican team Friday. Eight members 
of the Juventus squad are on Italy’s national team, including 
Tacconi. 


The Davis Cap Schedule of matches to be held in the central coart 
at A1 Hussein Sports City. 

Thursday June 13 

2.30 p.m.: Opening ceremony under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

2.45 p.m.: First singles match between Hani A1 Ali and Hameed 
A1 Haq. 

Second singles match between Emad Abu Hamda and Rashid 
Maiek 


Magic Johnson might 
consider retirement 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutton’ Jeff 




Hani A1 Ali 


Friday June 14 


2.30 p.m.: Doubles match Hani A1 Afi and Saleh Bushnaq against 
Rashid Maiek and Hameed Ai Haq 


Saturday June 15 


11.30 a.m.: Singles match between Hani Al Ali (number one on tire 
Jordanian team) and Rashid Malik (number one on tire Pakistani 
team) 

2.00 p.m.: Last match. Singles match be between Emad Abu 
Hamda and Hamid Al Haq. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JUNE 14, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Those people you have been deal- 
ing with who have big ideas with- 
out the ability to reduce them to a 
properly working expression may 
become more dependent on your 
leadership soon. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t rely upon your hunches to- 
day but make a point to carefully 
and logically think out just wbat 
you would like to have and how to 
ge* it- 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Partners can be a problem and 
trouble follows any disagreement 
with them but attending to finan- 
cial matters brings you much more 
security. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your new outlets of a personal 
nature are just great now so steer 
dear of that project that bores and 
get out and be social as soon as you 
can. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your secret efforts to get 
what you want can produce fine 
results so don’t just be off playing 
but concentrate on using your ta- 
lents. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Stick 
to those who have been friends, 
repay obligations of a personal 
nature and sidestep that annoying 
problem at home that needs to be 
worked out. 


22) New ideas of aO kinds are just 
great for you but avoid that instinct 
to spend more than you can afford 
or spend all of your time on some 
pleasures. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Take some time out to 
forget those personal aims that 
mean so much to you and do what 
your mate and other partners ex- 
pect of you at this time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You now have it in 
your power to show you are the 
one who will listen to what others 
have to say instead of trying to 
uncover errors by yourself. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is the moment for 
you to show you are a good worker 
and can keep at your job despite 
friends trying to get you off on 
some jaunt. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your interest in having a 
goodtime is ok now so avoid that 
influential person connected with a 
project that exp ec ts a great deal of 
you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You find it is pretty important 
that you do open up some subject 
at home that can make oonditioos 
there much more as you wish so 
consult with kin. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Let those you like be more 
aware of your Deed for some voca- 
tional outlet by which to express 
yourself instead of those usual 
routines. 


Today’s child: If your child were 
bom today she or he will be able to 
organise conditions brilliantly to 
their benefit. This emotional prog- 
eny will need to fight a need to feel 
martyred if they find obstacles in 
their path. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


“The stars impel, they do not 
compel . " What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. ■ 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrTH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH HIRSCH 
’ 'S9I Mafci Senrert «e 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

4QZ05 : J72 .K.J 8 *7652 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ' Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— One of the requirements for a 
reverse bid is that the first suit b 
longer than the second. As respond- 
er. it is your duty to see that you 
play in the combined longest suit 
and you know that’s hearts. There- " 
fore, it is incumbent on you to take 
a preference to three hearts. 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦84 7A9 AQ 10952 +J83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ‘ Pass I ■; Pass 

2 Pass 2 * Pass 


#6 7QJ63 .K9873 *A107 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South 


West North East 
1 * IT 1 ♦ ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It is difficult to judge who can 
make what. One thing seems sure— 
the opponents have a spade fit. Our 
suggestion is that you make it as 
difficult os possible for the oppo- 
nents to act by jumping to four 
hearts. 


Q.5- — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

*763 CAQ8 Q9 *AQ985 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
l ♦ Pass 1 T 


What action do you take? 

A. — Responder's change of suit 
would be forcing even if it wasn’t a 
reverse. You can’t bid no trump 
without a stopper in the unhid suit 
and_v»>j don’t want to take prefer- 
ence to hearts with only a doubleton 
honor. You have a good six -card 
suit, so stick to your story. Bid three 
diamonds. 

Q-3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦AQ6 .'762 : AK873 *93 

The hiddjng has proceeded: 

South West ’ North East 
2 • Pass 1 NT Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — To bid ooe no trump with no 
guard in either unbid suit is folly, 
and to rabid your clubs and sup- 
press such excellent heart support 
could result in a missed game. We 
would have no qualms about raising 
to two hearts— three good trumps 
and a ruffing value are more than 
enough. 


What action do you take? 

A. — You have a minimum, bal- 
anced hand, so there’s no reasn whv 
you should want to bid again. To 
bid two diamonds just because you 
have a fair five-card suit accom- 
plishes nothing and could be 
fraught with danger. Pass. 


Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦AQJ7 ~A105 65 *Q1093 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— -You have game-going values, 
but the balanced nature of your 
hand means that your side's com- 
bined assets might nut stretch to 1 1 
tricks. We suggest that you probe, 
for a no trump game by showing 
your heart stopper now by bidding 
two hearts. Should partner raise or 
return to spades, show your dub 
support. Should partner confirm a 
diamond stopper by bidding no 
trump, proceed to the no trump 
game. 


FORECAST for THURSDAY JIB® I3» 1991 
By Thomas S. Pierson i, Astmbgef,- Cam# fyupd^oa 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may find that everyone your in 
contact with is very articulate ab- 
oul stating wfaar fike or dislike bnt 
don’t let it upset you as most of it is 
rambling just for the sake of hear- 
ing themselves: 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Lot* at your proper ty an d see 
what you can do to improve it ami 
increase its value as well as get 
some new ideas for adding to your 
present abundance. 

TAURUS: (April 20 ro May 20) 
This is not day for you to force you 
will upon others which you will be 
very much t e mpte d to do hut in- 
stead charm, do something nice for 
friends. 


would like- to go light after, iw 
you and yet there could be so sma 
di s a ppointments- connected 
doing so “tiqw. • : ‘ 

UBRA:(Septeinber 23 to Ocmbe 
22) Neglect not. to; cany out i 
specific demited maimer whatere 
you tone pre mi s ed , anyone "g» 
that you would do and save yom 

seff 'considerable annoyance.:; 


SCQRPJOr (October 23 toNovem 
ber 21) Therd *rc some points G 
tension between. you and son 
allies and ff you wish to prevent : 
pretty untenable Situation yoa’i 
better drift OUL ' 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Now you are in the mood to 
change your anxieties so that you 
can find the solution to them and 
have them out of the way once and. 
for a0. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day when yon find that 
you need to go after yoor personal 
desires alone instead of expecting 
friends to help you to get them. , 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Yon 
want to take some chances with 
your reputation or good name but 
certainly this is no time to do so 
and^ou coold rue k very much at a 
later date. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have many new ideas you 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 fa 
December 21) You ; find that a 
whatever projects you do you an 
'apt to have some pretty uqrieasaa 
conditions so oaks a 1 post ts 
proceed alone and cafatiy. 
CAPRICORN: (December 
Jamsuy 20) Make sure that you th 
please one you have found agree 
able for sometime past instead o 
. cultivating spine' imre&abfo pexsbi 
oath flute substance. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Feteu 
ary 19) This is your time to do wha 
"you have agreed m minute detail a 
forget those many Eflfc (figs you’t 
now lOce to give others yon respec t 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mud 
20) You have to use care or there t 
some possibility of 'an accidea 
white in motion m someway * 
guard yourself while walking » 
during. 


THE BETTER HALF 


Ay Karris 



I'm starting to look old. ) 
want you to give me a face 
transplant” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME , 
by Hanrf ArnoW arid Bob Lao - 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

rALEV 




mm 





| CIRYL 



•■1 


PCM 

/Al 

ll] 

zn 

c 

■i 



1 


EXNOST 



HI 


| WHAT MOTHER-IN-LAW 
EXPECTED ANP 60T 
FROM eON-iN-L/W. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*«cm-nxi>cni 

(Answers Monday) 
SUPERB EXCISE 
become as he grows 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles; CHEEK 

Answer What a lamb 
older 


HUSKY 


THE Daily Crossword -by AMn 


L. Becker 


ACROSS 

1 spot 

6 Charles - pet 
10 Reservoirs 
U Charged partldd 

15 Molt 

16 Verve 

17 Delaying tactic 

18 Shade 

19 Country road 

20 In this area 

22 Gaelic 

23 Dray 

24 Heart 
26 Gaps 
30 Choose 

32 Pond growth 

33 EbO or Crimson 
35 Lets up 

39 Gamers 
41 Military place • 

43 — Gay 

44 Switch words 

46 Endure 

47 Mid-Easterner 
49 "Where — a 

will..." 

Si Slammer bound 
54 — contendere 

56 Samoa port 

57 A claim to a right 
63 On the — 


B 

a 

B 

B 

B 

■ 

■ 

■ 

B 

■ 

■ 

■ 

B 

■ 

■ 

■ 

« 

■ 

■ 

■ 



UR^ialtaHnW 


641 

productive 

65 Caw of note 

66 Key letter 

67 Other 

68 Latin beat 

69 Cinereous 

70 Man of vision 

71 Canary can 


DOWN 

1 — mark (service 

3 Dissembler 

4 Short-tailed 
rodent 

5 Intertwine 

B Fur name 

7 Aped Sterner 

8 Camping item 
9"— Rdetes" 

10 Toothsome 

11 Happy as — 


12 Vicar's dwelling 

13 vaiain's 
fiaflmarfc 

2i Moisten while 
cooWng 

25 Cake decorator 

26 Ahke 

27 Detailed 
program 

28 Exchange 
premium 

29 Knock oil 

31 Skim through 

34 Party to 

36 Eur. river basin 

37 Bang 

38 Matched 
coflecttons 

40 Word on a 
Honshu step 

42 Cordage fiber 

45 Dexterity 

48 Northern spies 
«-S- 

50 Square-dealing 

51 Danes 

52 Swords 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Strived 


Bnnm nnnran 
nrann nnonn 
nnnn nramran 

HQonHn finoF 

_ ooddb nm 
non nnnnn t 

non HRflo rcr 

HHHE nnnno 
nnrnriRni nnoc 

_ Hoan ciHc 
Rtinnsrann nr 

EEHE nnnan 
nnno nnnnn 
naHD nnnnn 


S3 Closing inning 

55 Wise praceder 

56 Command 
59 Cabbage dish 


60 Man or 
- Wight 

61 Beig. rtva 
82 Kempt 
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Financial 

Jordan Titties 

A 

Markets 

in co-opcraclen with 

•M) 


Cairo Amman Bank 

aw 

U.S- Dettar Jn Imornattotul MvIhu 



Currency 


StcrlinR Pound' 


DeubcHc Marti 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currenj Lnu 


liO PfT STIi 

fcnrapcaa Oprafc* m M» tm. GMT 

Eurocurrency h n erm Kras 


V«fc j Tcktjo 

Ctoat I LtL-s.r 

i«-w!J a, J J9 ^ nmrJJ. t> j<?ij 


U.S. thrift regulator 
raises bailout to $200b 


Iran to raise oil production 
to 5m barrels a day by ‘93 




European Currency Unit 


hUntuaL Md rdn for nmn iinrdnc 


.<• IWUn l.u(fcj.(wOca cq»»-»ktu. 


Metal 

L'SD/Oz 

Cold 

369.85 



.685 

.687 

1.1341 

1.1398 

.385 7 

.3876 

.4 5/5 

.4558 

.7137 

.1145 

.4832 

.4856 

.3423 

.5440 

.1074 ! 

.1079 

.<75 79 

[MM 

.01877 

.01886 



Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rata BuOatin 

Dae 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutscbc Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Other CamuKua 


Currency 


Bahndni Dinar 


Lebanese Lira* 


Saudi Rryal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani RJyal 


UAE Dirham 


Cypriot Pound 


CAB ImUcm for Am m an RaancUl Market 


Ii.*4; 1991 


Offer 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. government's top regulator 
of the thrift industry said Tuesday 
that taxpayers may have to pay 
£200 billion lo handle the clean- 
up of the crippled sayings and 
loan industry. 

This was the highest estimate 
given yet for the bailout of the 
foiled thrifts, or savings banks . 
and was $70 billion above the 
worst-case scenarios of President 
George Bush's government. 

Mr. William Seidman. chair- 
man of the Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corp (FDIC) which in- 
sures bank deposits, said in a 
television interview the £200 bil- 
lion cost did not include the 
interest to be paid on U.S. Treas- 
ury debt issued to finance the 
operation. 

“It is probably going -to cost 
200 billion in current dollars.” 
Mr. Seidman said. 

Comptroller Charles Bowsher 
of the General Accounting 
Office, the U.S.'s main fiscal 
auditing board, said the cost 
could be higher than Mr. Seid- 
man's estimate. 

“When you get through 1992, 
1993 it will be about what bill 
says,” be said, referring to Mr. 
Seidman. But it could go higher if 
the real estate market remained 
depressed, Mr. Bowsher said on 
CNN. 

The Resolution Trust Corp 
(RTC), which is managing the 
thrift cleanup. hopes to recover 
part of the cost to taxpayers by 
selling assets, including the real 
estate, owned by the failed 
thrifts. 

“That's just what I'm not sure 
yet — what the real estate mar- 
kets are going to be like here in 
the next two or three years. So I 
feel it could go a little higher than 
what Bill has just said,” Bowsher 



W illiam Seidman 

said. 

Bowsher said earlier that the 
weak economy is likely to push 
(he cost of the savings and loan 
bailout to billions of dollars more 
than earlier estimates by the Bush 
administration. 

He said taxpayers could spend 
at least SI SO billion to protect the 
federally insured deposits of 
failed savings banks by the end of 
next year, well above the admi- 
nistration's earlier worst-case 
estimate of £130 billion. 

“You are looking at (about) 
£150 billion through 1992," Mr. 
Bowsher told the Senate Banking 
Committee. 

The RTC has already received- 
$80 billion for the job and Mr. 
Bowsher estimated that the agen- 
cy will need another £50 billion to 
£75 billion to carry it through 
next year. 

“The message I have to deliver 
this morning related to RTC fu- 
ture funding needs is not a good 
one,” Mr. Bowsher said. “Due to 
the current economic recession, 
we are seeing a slow but steady 
increase in the number of institu- 
tions with negative earnings and 


negative or low capital." 

Mr. Bowsher criticised the 
RTC for inadequate management 
of the thrift assets it holds. 

“It's going to be very, very 
difficult to go back to the Senate 
and ask for another SS0 billion, “ 
said Senate Banking Committee 
Chairman Donald Riegle, a 
Michigan Democrat. 

The estimated taxpayer costs of 
the savings 2 nd loan bailout do 
not include another $6 billion that 
Mr. Bowsher said the RTC will 
lose on its use of borrowed 
money for working capital. 

Federal bank regulators have 
said that the recession and failed 
property loans eroded U.S. bank 
profits during the first quarter 
this year, and more banks may 
fail over the next two years than 
had been expected. 

The FDIC said bank profits fell 
nearly nine per cent in the first 
quarter of 1991 to S5.7 billion 
from £6.2 billion in the first quar- 
ter of 1990. 

“We simply have not seen a 
recovery yet that is affecting the 
banking industry ." Mr. Seidman 
told a news conference. “U looks 
like the banks are simply going to 
reflect the fact that die recov- 
ery... isn't coming quite as quick- 
ly as we might have hoped.” 

“These numbers would con- 
firm that we're moving off the 
baseline forecast, closer to the 
pessimistic forecast," Mr. Seid- 
man said. 

The FDIC said as many as 440 
banks could fail over the next two 
years, compared with 169 last 
year. Originally, the agency esti- 
mated about 340 bank failures. 

Despite the decline, U.S. 
banks did better in the first quar- 
ter than they did during the last 
three months of 1990. when they 
earned a meagre $1.1 billion. 


Japan’s trade surplus rises 35% 


12/6/ 1991 


Offer 



TOKYO (R) — Japan's export 
machine shrugged off the effects 
of a weak U.S. economy in May 
and instead drove Tokyo’s trade 
surplus up 35 per cept, the fifth 
monthly increase in a row. 


Japanese government officials 
who will have to parry responses 
from trading partners. 

The export-import gap with the 
European Community (EC), for 
example, rose a whopping 78.3 


The customs-cleared surplus per cent to $2.14 billion. 


dimbed to an unadjusted £4.18 
billion last month from a revised 


Economists said strong de- 
mand in Europe for Japanese 
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£3.09 bOBon a year earlier, the consumer goods at the same time 
Ministry of Finance (MOF) said that Japanese are cutting back 


Wednesday. 

Economists said the data pro- 
vided solid evidence Japan’s 
trade surplus was on a strong 


their purchases of expensive 
European art and cars explained 
the increase. 

Exports to the EC climbed 19.4 


widening trend and that increased per cent to £4.87 billion while 
trade friction would be the likely imports declined 5.2 per cent to 


result 

“The surplus has grown to the 
pant where it is no longer an 
issue just for economists, it has 


£2.75 billion. 

Japan's trade overhang among 
its fellow Asian nations increased 
42.77 per cent as Tokyo con- 
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become one for statesmen,” said tinned a recent trend toward 
Mr. Paul Summerville, economist churning out machue tools and 
at the Tokyo branch of Jardine plant equipment. 


hot seat at the upcoming G-7 
meeting, defending its trade sur- 
plus yet again.” 

Overall exports climbed 13.3 
per cent in May to S24.41 billion, 
largely on the back of the demand 
for Japanese goods from Asia and 
Europe and a stronger yen. 

The yen’s muscle compared 
with last year has had a double 
impact on exports. First, a weak 
Japanese currency six months ago 
helped increase the volume of 
goods contracted for then, but 
only now being delivered. 

Second, the relatively strong 
yen is inflating the value of ex- 
ports when they are figured in 
dollar terms. 

The average exchange rate for 
exports was 137.79 yen to the 
dollar against 156.86 a year ear- 
lier. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Oil 
Minister Gholaxnrcza Aqazadeh 
has said his country would raise 
its oil output from 3.5 million 
barrels per dav to five million by 
1993. 

Mr. Aqazadeh told the Middle 
East Economy Survey (MEE5) in 
an interview that plans were 
under way to modernise oil ter- 
minals and offshore platforms 
damaged in die 1980-88 war with 
Iraq. 

“Before the war our produc- 
tion capacity was more chan five 
million barrels per day. Consider- 
able damage was inflicted on our 
oil production and export facili- 
ties. Also during the war we were 
not able to carry out the neces- 
sary drilling in the fields,” he told 
the industry newsletter. 

He said he bad parliament's 
approval to seek foreign funds 
and expertise to restore the coun-, 
try's crude output to what it was 
before the 1980-88 war with Iraq.' 
Large-scale drilling and gas injec- 
tion projects were needed to 
boost capacity. 

“The Iranian parliament has 
already approved these plans and 


China reports 
success in 
trimming urban 
unemployment 

BEIJING (R) — China has said 
the hunt for jobs for its massive 
army of unemployed urban work- 
ers was proving a success, though 
Western analysts say the. coun try 
faces an unemployment time- 
bomb. 

The urban unemployment rate, 
which hit 2.6 per cent at the end 
of 1990, was now back below two 
per cent, the lowest level since 
1989, the official China Daily 
newspaper said. 

"The jobless rate has returned 
to normal," tbe paper quoted a 
labour ministry official as saying. 

The lower unemployment rate 
was attributed to government 
efforts to bail out troubled state- 
run enterprises with special loans 
and interest rate breaks. 

Official unemployment statis- 
tics are unreliable. Western di- 
plomats say. They have forecast a 
surge in the jobless rate when 
children born in the baby-boom 
years of the 1970s reach working 
age. 

China's urban population is 
estimated ax about 200 million, or 
about 15 per cent of the country’s 
1.1 billion people. 

Actnal urban unemployment 
around 20 to 30 million, while 
rural unemployment could top 
120 million, diplomats say. 


Fleming Securities Ltd. 


Overall exports of geperal 


An MOF official attempted to machineiy surged 20.4 per cent to 
put a good face on- the data, £5.67 billion while exports of 
telling reporters that although the - electrical machinery climbed 14.6 
surplus is growing, long term per cent. Economists said a good 
forces may yet narrow the gap. share of those exports found their 
The surplus with tbe United way to other Asian ports. 
States, Tokyo's most outspoken “These numbers confirm that 
trade critic, declined 20 per cent Japan has diversified its economic 
to £1.95 billion, the report said, risk away from North America,” 
Rut the numbers were not said Mr. Summerville. “But 
otherwise encouraging for Tokyo is going to find itself in the 


HOUSEMAID WANTED URGENTLY 

Filipina or Sri Lankan maid wanted to live with a small 
family in Cyprus. Good salary. Speaking English is a must. 

Call 732547 


Top Soviet banker wants Western technical aid 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — Tbe 
Soviet Union's top banker has 
said he favoured asking die West 
for massive technical assistance 
rather than loans to help revive 
the country's slumping economy. 

Mr. Viktor Gerashchenko, 
chairman of the state bank, also 
said he was sounding out Western 
expat credit guarantee agencies 
about unprecedented debt res- 
cheduling to give Moscow time to 
repay £5 billion in trade debts 
falHrig due this year. 

“I’m not in favour of huge 


Cinema 


borrowing,” Mr. Gerashchenko 
told Reuters. 

“Substantial technical assist- 
ance to improve our ability to use 
our own resources will work more 
wonders than direct lending,” he 
noted. 

But Mr. Gerashchenko said he 
was not sure whether Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev shared 
his views. 

He said some advisers to Mr. 
Gorbachev were telling him to 
request direct financial aid. 


Tel: 677420 


The virtual collapse of central 
planning, without a market sys- 
tem to replace it, has plunged the 
Soviet economy into crisis. 
National income dropped 12 per 
cent in the first quarter alone and 
inflation is rising. 

Mr. Gerashchenko said he had 
no choice but to print money to 
make up for a gaping budget 
deficit which has been exacer- 
bated by the refusal of Soviet 
republics to provide the funds 
they were due to give the central 
government. 


He said the biggest economy 
problem was that wage increases 
were outstripping gains in pro- 
ductivity. Unless national consen- 
sus could be reached to reform, 
the pay structure, economic insta- 
bility would continue. 

Mr. Gerashchenko said he was 
“testing the water" to see 
whether Western governments 
would consider rescheduling cre- 
dits which they had guaranteed to 
finance exports of machinery and 
other goods to the Soviet Union. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 200. model 1989, mileage: 
kilometres, automatic with 12 additions 
Duty unpaid 

Call tel. no. 659585 


17,500 


lOZENA RESTAURANT 

The management regrets to inform its patrons it will 
CLOSE ON FRIDAYS so as to be able to upkeep a 
standard of good service and hygiene. 

Thank you for your support 
Tel. 613572 


'Cinema Tel: 634144 

~ PHILADELPHIA 


PRETTY WOMAN 


\ 


Shew; 12:30, 3 JO. 6:15. 830. 10JO. 


/ 




Tel: 675571 


XCSnema 


Tel: 625155 



\ 


Ahmad Zaki & Hala Sudki 

THE ESCAPE 

(Arabic) 

Show- 6:30. 8:30 p.tt. 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Trie American Community School announces a new 
programme for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991/92 school 
year. 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 

A reduced tuition and capital assessment rate unit apply. 
Bus transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS at 813944/6 for additional 
Information. 


DELUXE QUALITY APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
Location: Um Uthalna 

Description: Three bedrooms, master bedroom with bath, 
one additional bath, guest toilet, "L’-shaped 
sitting and dining room, kitchen (furnished with 
first class woodwork), elevator, separate heat- 
ing, separate water reservoirs (with additional 
25 sq.m, well) 

For further Information please contact owner 
at tel.: 661913-681907 


allocated the necessary funds, 
both in terms of foreign exchange 
and local expenditure. So there is 
no problem about that,” Mr. 
Aqazadeh told the authoritative 
industry newsletter. 

He said Iran had put into op- 
eration 18 new drilling rigs in the 
southern fields, bringing tbe 
number of active rigs to 30. The 
country was leasing some rigs 
from Canada, “but we are doing 
tbe rest of the drilling ourselves," 
the minister said. 

Japanese and European firms 
were repairing offshore plat- 
forms. “But on the onshore fields 
we are relying on our own capac- 
ity and expertise to carry out the 
work involved in respect of drill- 
ing. gas injection and other pro- 
jects." 

He said damage from the Iran- 
Iraq war had reduced the capacit- 
or offshore to 250.000-270.000 
barrels per day from 600.000- 
700,000 before the war. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said Iran was 
talking to U.S. oil firms about the 
direct sale of crude to the United 
States following a recent decision 
by Washington to lift a ban on 


such imports from Iran. 

“Apart from our ban on oil 
sales to Israel or South Africa, 
our policy over the past 10 years 
has been to have oil dealings with 
all countries and all companies. 
There are no restrictions in this 
regard.” he was quoted as saying. 

The minister said Iran was 
keen to create a dimate of confi- 
dence between producers and 
consumers for the 1990s and the 
first decade of the next century. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said France, 
Germany, Italy, Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia, Turkey and Bulgaria 
had expressed interest in obtain- 
ing gas through a planned gas 
pipelines through Turkey to 
Europe. The pipeline will have a 
capacity of three billion cubic feet 
per day. 

Iran was negotiating with inter- 
national firms to invest in joint 
gas and oil ventures. 

These included the southern 
oilfields in tbe Hormuz and the 
Sim areas and the Pars gasfield 
□ear Kangan, which will even- 
tually be producing 4.6 billion 
cubic feet per day, be said. 


Bush grants farm 
credits to Soviets 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- Fitzwater said, 
dent George Bush has agreed to He added: “We hope that this 
let the Soviet Union purchase up assistance will help to stabilise the 
to £1.5 billion worth of U.S. grain food situation” in the Soviet 
on credit and may now be close to Union- 
a decision on whether to grant Asked when Bush would grant 
most favoured nation trade pri- the Soviets most favoured nation 
vileges to America's erstwhile trade status, another step that 


adversary. 


would help Mr. Gorbachev re- 


The White House announced build his country's battered eco- 
Tuesday Bush's approval of the nomy, Mr. Fitzwater said, “He is 
loan guarantees, which were re- close to making a decision on 
quested by Soviet President that, we can’t say exactly when,' 


Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The approval commits the U.S. 


but relatively soon." 

Mr. Bush’s action on the grain 


government to repaying private credits sent a signal of support for 
banks that provide the money to Mr. Gorbachev. But it left open 
buy the grain if the Kremlin is the question of whether the admi- 
unable to do so. nistration -would take part in a 

Mr. Gorbachev asked for the comprehensive Western aid prog- 
aid after exhausting SI billion in rarame to bail out the Soviet 
similar loan guarantees that Mr. economy. 

Bush granted in December to Mr. Gorbachev is expected to 
help Moscow through the winter, meet with leaders of the world’s 
“The president's decision re- largest industrial nations in Lon- 
flects the administration's desire don next month and has put 
to promote a continued positive pressure on them to provide an 
evolution in the U.S.-Soviet rela- aid package to bail out his eco- 
tionship,” spokesman Marlin nomy. 
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Philippine volcano hails molten 


rock, mud, spares U.S. base 


CLARK AIR BASE, Philippines 
(R) — A Philippine volcano ex- 
ploded Wednesday, raining a hail 
of molten rock and boiling mud, 
but sparing a nearby U.S. air base 
where hundreds of American ser- 
vicemen scurried for their lives. 

Mount Pinatubo, dormant for 
six centuries before initially 
erupting Sunday, hurled a 
mushroom cloud of swirling ash 
and choking smoke miles into the 
sky with the force and ominous 
silhouette of an atomic explosion. 

Hundreds of American troops 
and Filipinos around Clark Air 
Base ran for their lives as the 
smouldering volcano exploded in 
a deadly hail of lava and boiling 
mud. blacking out the sun and 
emitting foul, sulphurous fumes. 

Another, more powerful explo- 
sion could follow, officials said. 

Thousands of bill tribespeople 
and most of the 16,000 U.S. 
personnel and families at Clark 
had already left the area. 

“We saw a huge, grey 
mushroom-shaped cloud which 
billowed up in the sky overhead,” 
said base spokesman Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ron Rand. 

“We activated the base siren. 
People ran for their vehicles be- 
cause we did not know how much 
time we bad,” he said. 

In Japan, another volcano. 
Mount Unzen, which killed 38 
people in an eruption last week, 
was building up for what could be 
a cataclysmic explosion, officials 
said. About 10,000 residents on 
its foothills have been evacuated. 

Mount Pinatubo gave vent to a 
huge cloud of black ash that 
darkened the sky, forcing people 
fleeing from the volcano to drive 
with their headlights on at noon. 
American servicemen wore 
scarves over their faces to keep 
out noxious fumes. 


President Corazon Aquino 
flew to Gark a few hours after 
foe explosion to visit refugee 
camps for thousands of displaced 
Aeta tribespeople. 

She was warned by experts 
monitoring the volcano's activity 
that it was building up for a 
stronger eruption. 

“Pressure is increasing drama- 
tically,” Fortunato Dejoras, the 
deputy chief of Philippine Civil 
Defence, told Aquino. “That 
means we are about to have 
another eruption,” he declared. 

Thousands of people fled near- 
by Angeles City, cramming into 
cars and jeeps, many walked to a 
series of evacuation centres set up 
across three provinces. 

Micker de Vera, a 2S-year-old 
tribal fanner who was planting 
crops near the volcano despite 
repeated warnings to evacuate, 
ran b are-foot across open land to 
escape the eruption. 

“1 was on the farm, when I saw 
this big explosion of smoke. I saw 
mud flying above me, so J im- 
mediately ran for my life,” he 
said, still' panting after joining his - 
weeping mother and sister at a 
church evacuation centre. 

Despite the force of the blast, 
the eruption on foe northwestern 
flank of Pinatubo spared the 
sprawling American base, which 
is headquarters of the U.S. 13th 
air force, and lies to the east of 
the volcano. 

“We’re all safe," Rand said by 
telephone. 

More than 14,500 U.S. service- 
men and their dependants were 
evacuated from Clark Monday 
and another 600 were withdrawn 
when the volcano erupted. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties because almost 
40,000 people, including the 
Americans, were evacuated from 


the danger zone before Wednes- 
day’s blast. 

A three-year-old boy from the 
Aeta tribe that lives around Pina- 
tubo had died earlier from inhal- 
ing sulphur fumes. 

Two more major explosions 
followed the first eruption, scien- 
tists said. 

Officials expanded the clanger 
zone to 30-kilometres from a 
previous 20- kilometre radius 
around the volcano which lies 90 
kilometres northwest of the capit- 
al Manila. 

The volcano erupted on the 
93rd anniversary of Philippine 
independence from the Spanish, 
and was the latest in a series of 
natural disasters to hit the south- 
east Asian country of 60 million 
people. 


Most of foe servicemen and 
dependants at foe U.S. Clark Air 
Base, 80 kilometres north of 
Manila, were evacuated Monday 
to foe huge Subic Bay Naval Base 
to the west. 

“Until foe danger is gone, I 
don’t think we will be doing any 
operations in Clark Air Base,” 
U.S. Ambassador Nicholas Platt 
told reporters in Manila. “I think 
air operations in Gark will be 
down for foe forseeable future.” 


Gark and Subic Bay naval 
dockyard are the focus of prot- 
racted negotiations between 
Washington and Manila over the 
future of a U.S. military presence 
in the Philippines. 

The talks stalled over how long 
the United States can stay at the 
two bases and bow much it should 
pay. 

Manila is offering a seven-year 
treaty for $825 million. Washing- 
ton wants a 10-year agreement 
for less. Both say they are near 
agreement 




sla votes in 


•residency poll 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian 
Republic voted Wednesday in 
direct presidential elections that 
could strengthen radical leader 
Boris Yeltsin in his power strug- 
gle with President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Yeltsin, likely to win the first 
ever direct poll on promises of a 
national rebirth in the Soviet 
Union's biggest republic, looked 
confident as he arrived at a Mos- 
cow voting station to chants of 
"Yeltsin, Yeltsin” from suppor- 
ters. 

“I hope for victory, but of 
course I’m no astrologer." he told 
reporters at a glass- an d-concrete 
youth centre after riding into 
Moscow in a black limousine 
from a country house. 

TASS news agency reported 
brisk voting across foe republic 
from Vladivostok on foe Pacific 
coast to Kaliningrad on the Bal- 
tic. 


The republic, home of 147 mil- 
lion of the total Soviet population 
of 285 million, bolds foe key to 
any future reformed Soviet state. 

It holds more than three- 
quarters of the country’s ofl, gas, 
coal and gold, but its economy, 
crippled by ageing technology 
and poor communications, is slid- 
ing into chaos. 

“Russia will not be so poor, so 
humiliated, so abased as it is 
today. It will be sovereign within 
the union,” said Yeltsin, who 
broke with the Communist Party 
last July. 

Yeltsin’s closest rival. 
Communist-backed former Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, 
attacked the Russian leader’s 
plans for rapid moves to a market 
economy. 

“Soda! tension is high," he 
said, arriving to vote. “If we 
make drastic decisions that affect 
people's lives there will be unpre- 
dictable consequences.” 


Gorbachev, hoping to forge a 
new union treaty with restive 
republics in the next few months, 
appeared conciliatory when 
asked who he thought would win. 
Only, three months ago the two 
men accused each other of dic- 
tatorial ambitions. 

“I am ready to cooperate with 
anyone foe Russians elect. There 
will be no problems on my side on 
that count,” said Gorbachev, 
who arrived to vote with his wife, 
Raisa, and his daughter. 

“The price is too great to mix 
politics with personal feelings.” 
he said, in a reference to his long 
personal dispute with Yeltsin. 

The elections were watched 
closely in other republics current- 
ly backing Russia in seeking to 
wrest greater sovereign powers 
from foe centre. 

Vladimir Grinyov, who leads 
Ukrainian government negotia- 
tions by foe new union treaty, 
said: "A Yeltsin victory will 
greatly strengthen the sovereign- 
ty of the republics. 

“It would be difficult for the 
centre to resist a combination of 
Russia headed by a president 
Yeltsin and a Ukraine bent on 
independence,” he told Reuters. 

The Ukraine is foe second most 
powerful republic. Along with 
Russia it is resisting Gorbachev’s 
demand that in a future reformed 
Soviet Union, republican enter- 
prises and citizens should pay 
some taxes directly to the centre. 

A spokesman for the Yeltsin 
campaign headquarters said very 
early retains from small settle- 
meats in the far east and Siberia, 
which are several hours ahead of 
Moscow time, showed Yeltsin 
winning 49.85 per cent of the vote 
and Ryzhkov 23 per cent. 

But Yeltsin is expected to mar- 
shal much greater support in the 
large industrial centres of western 
Russia, which be toured during 

his cam paign 


Ceasefire 
breaks down 
in Rwanda 


KAMPALA (R) — Rebels in the 
central African country of Rwan- 
da said Wednesday they bad re- 
sumed fighting with government 
forces after the breakdown of a 
ceasefire. 

The Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) said in a message faxed to 
Reuters in Uganda from Brussels 
that fighting with government 
troops had resumed in the north- 
west, near foe Ugandan border. 

A rebel spokesman also told 
Reuters by telephone from Brus- 
sels that foe RPF had opened a 
new front in foe eastern Kagera 
region near foe Tanzanian bor- 
der. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of foe reported fight- 
ing. 


Renewed fighting in the Afri- 
can country would dash hopes of 
maintaining a shaky ceasefire 
brokered by Uganda, Burundi, 
Zaire, Rwanda and the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity (OAU) in 
April. 

RPF leader Alex Kanyarengwe 
accused President Juvenal 
Habyarimana of failing to honour 
foe ceasefire by continuing to 
attack rebel positions. 


“As far as we are concerned every- 
thing is back to square one. We 
shall take the government on 
until they agree to talks with us,” 
be said in the faxed message. 

RPF spokesman Sbabaan 
Syshaka said Rwanda bas “failed 
to respect the ceasefire and all we 
are doing is responding to its 
military advances.” 


The rebel daims of a new 
flare-up in foe civil war came a 
week after Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni expelled a 
Rwandan military observer team 
that bad been stationed on the 
border. 
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MANAGER COMPUTER CENTRE 

To develop and manage a newly formed computer centre 
Candidate should have a well proven field experience in a variety of 
hardware, software, networking, and large systems designing and 
development using 3rd generation languages and 4th generation DBs and 
SQIs. 

Candidate should have experience in computer operations, systems 
security, and disaster avoidance and recovery procedures. 

Should be able to create standards for the development and operation of 
new systems. 

Should have been in a DP managerial position for 5 years at least. 
Should have BBC. with 15 years experience or M.SC. with 12 years 
experience or P.Hd with 8 years experience. 

Qualified persons are invited to submit the applications in hand within 3 
days from at the university premises — Shumaisani. tel. 684121. 

Slef Al-Wadl Romahl 
Chairman of the Board 
A.S.U. 


Ershad sentenced to 


10 years imprisonment 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — A 
special tribunal Wednesday con- 
victed former President Hussain 
Mohammad Ershad of possessing 
illegal anus and sentenced him to 
10 years imprisonment. 

Judge Mohammad Habibullah 
read the 33-page verdict and con- 
cluded a four-month trial against 
Ershad for keeping unlicensed 
weapons and ammunition at his 
home found after he was deposed 
as president last December. 

Er s had was given a minimum 
sentence of 10 yeah of “rigorous 
imprisonment,” indicating that 
he will be denied special pri- 
vileges and will be given prison 
labour like any other inmate. 

“It’s not a fair trial. I shall go to 
the superior courts for justice,” 
said Ershad, looking pale after 
foe verdict was Tead to a packed 
courtoom . “I also leave it to foe 

people's judgement.” 


Ershad’s lawyer Kazi Shahadat 
Hossain said his client will appeal 
within 30 days. 

The former president, who is 
61, also faces separate charges of 
alleged corruption doling his 
eight years of leadership. 

Ershad had pleaded innocent 
and said the charges against him 
were “concocted and politically 
motivated.” He said foe weapons 
were gifts of foreign governments 
— three pistols from Iraq, one 
from Yemen and four shotguns 
from various dignitaries who vi- 
sited Bangladesh. 

Ershad sat motionless daring 
the reading of foe verdict, but 
occasionally shook his bead in 
disapproval as the judge dismis- 
sed the arguments made by bis 
defence attorneys. 

Habibullah, rejecting the 
allegation of political interest, 
said Ershad was tried under nor- 


mal law and received the few’s 
fell protection. He also tfismissed 
the notion that Ershad had im- 
munity for his actions as presi- 
dent. “No citizen is above the 
few,” he said. 

About 1,000 of ErahacTs sup- 
porters assembled outside foe 
National Press dob in downtown 
Dhaka demanding his uncon- 
ditional release. “We wffl break 
foe lock of the jail and free 
Ershad,” they chanted. 

“We will peel alive the skins of 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia if 
any harm is done to Ershad,” said 
some of the demonstrators. 
Police in riot gear cordoned off 
the area, while a small group of 
aoti-Ershad demonstrators- .* 
approach ed with iron rods and 
slides. 

Ershad, who seized power in a 
1982 coup, resigned Dec. 6 after 
weeks of violent dashes led by 



Hhasafai Ershad 


university students and opposi- 
tion political parties. He was re- 
pkced by an acting president and 
a democratically elected govern- 
ment led by Mrs. 23a. 

Despite his ouster and the 
charges against him, Er shad was- 
elected to the new parliament in - 
, February. FGs conviction, unless 
overturned, wffl mean he must 
relinquish his seat. 


Gorbachev: 
No summit 
likely before 
late July 


MOSCOW (AP) — No U.S.- 
Soviet summit is likely before late 
July, Soviet President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev said Wednesday, cit- 
ing delays caused by complex 
arms issues and a meeting of 
leading economic powers in Lon- 
don. 

The Soviet President, voting in 
the Russian Federation presiden- 
tial election, also said be received 
a letter Tuesday from U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush “that informed 
me of some good and interesting 
news.” He did not elaborate. 
U.S. Secretary of State James A. 
Baker told reporters that he had 
given foe Soviet foreign minister 
a letter from Bush to Gorbachev 
with “some new ideas,” but it was 
not dear whether it concerned 
arms control or economic issues. 

American and Soviet nego- 
tiators are dose to agreement on 
a treaty to slash their long-range 
nuclear arsenals, but cannot fin- 
ish it before late June, when foe 
two leaders had tentatively plan- 
ned to meet in Moscow. 

“We have agreed to resolve the 
undecided points on strategic and 
offensive weapons,"' Gorbachev 
told reporters. “There are few 
major questions left, but they are 
there. So we think that we can’t 
make it in June.” 

“We won’t have time” before 
the summit of foe Group of Seven 
most industrialised nations. in 
London in mid-July, he said. 
“Maybe in July,” toward foe end 
of the month, he said. 

Gorbachev bas been invited to 
London foe last day of foe econo- 
mic summit to tell Western lead- 
ers how he wants to use their help 
to transform foe Soviet Union 
from a centrally planned to a 
market economy. 

Western leaders have been 
cautious in promising extensive 
loans, but Bosh agreed Tuesday 
to grant the Soviets $1.5 billion in 
credits to buy U.S. grain. Experts 
predicted the grain would be osed 
to feed livestock. 

Gorbachev repeated foe theme 
of his Nobel Peace Prize lecstre, 
delivered in Oslo, Norway, last 
week, that the West had a stake 
in main taming Soviet stability. 

"Times are changing very 
quickly, be said. “Both Western 
and Eastern Europe are chang- 
ing, and especially our immense 
powerful state, which influences 
foe whole world.” 


Congress hopes dampened by 
low turnout in Indian elections 


BOMBAY (R) — Congress Party- 
hopes for a surge of sympathy 
votes for assassination leader Ra- 
jiv Gandhi were dampened 
Wednesday as officials reported a 
low early turnout when India 
resumed critical elections delayed 
by his murder. 

Fewer than 10 per cent of 
voters had stamped tbeir ballots 
by mid-morning in southern 
Maharashtra state, officials said. 

Congress had hoped to im- 
prove on its 1989 election per- 
formance in the state despite a 
fierce challenge from the past- 
rising Hindu revivalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), officials said. 

In neighbouring Karnataka, 
heavy rains contributed to a low 
20 per cent turnout by noon, 
half-way through the 10-hour vot- 
ing day. 

But there was relatively little of 
foe violence that marred foe first 
phase of voting May 20, foe day ' 
before a woman suicide bomber 
killed Gandhi as he arrived for an 
election meeting in foe southern 
state of Tamil Nadu. 

The only serious early violence 
was in the northern state of 
Bihar, a hotbed of caste antagon- 
isms, where police said two peo- 
ple were killed in dashes between 
party supporters. 

They said several others were 
injured in clashes, or when police 
opened fire to separate them or 


to fight off attempts to take over 
polling stations and stuff the bal- 
lot boxes. 

One polling officer was 
arrested on charges of stuffing his 
ballot boxes, they added. 

The turnout was slightly higher 
in Bihar, about 25 per cent by 
noon. 

More than 100 mffliou people 
— nearly one- fifth of foe world's 
biggest electorate — were eligible 
to vote Wednesday. Most of the 
rest were scheduled to vote Satur- 
day. 

Many analysts see no party- 
winning a majority in the 545-seat 
parliament and say a coalition, 
probably forming around Con- 
gress. is almost inevitable. Vote- 
counting starts Sunday and firm 
results are expected within two 
days. 

The elections' were spread out 
over a week to allow security 
forces to be shifted around to 
prevent foe rigging attempts and 
voter intimidation that are 
routine features of Indian elec- 
tions. 

The last two days of voting 
were delayed by foe Gandhi 
assassination and his Congress 
Party, privately unsure of win- 
ning a majority, was hoping a 
surge of sympathy would lift it. 

It was especially hoping for a 
“sympathy wave" in the south, 
where Gandhi was killed and 


where Congress did well in 1989 
despite heavy losses in the Hindi- 
speaking northern belt that 
numerically dominates parlia- 
ment. ✓ ’ 

Congress, which has ruled In- 
dia for all but three years since 
independence from Britain in 
1947, appears to be doing no 
better in the north this time. 

The BJP has been rising cm a 
powerfully emotive campaign 
playing on Hindu retigkms emo- 
tions and latent anti-Muslim feel- 


ings. 


But businessmen in Bombay, 
India's commercial and financial 
centre as well as tile Maharashtra 
capital, said they expected foe 
mmder to simply halt the rise erf 
the BJP and its even more right- 
wing ally in the state, Striv Sola. 

“I don’t know if you would cafl 
it a sympathy wave, but Gandhi's 
assassination broke the momen- 
tum of what was happening,” said 
money broker Jamal Madai. 


India started voting after 18 
months of cast and religions vio- 
lence in which two minority gov- 
ernments fell asd in foe middle of 
foe country’s worst economic cri- 
sis. Voters were cynical. 

Madai said foe assassination 
had not changed that “I don't 
think there is a single Indian 
voter who gives politicians credit 
for anything,” he said. 


Police teargas South 
Korean student’s funeral 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
police fired teargas Wednesday to 
control a surging crowd of more 
than 30,000 workers and students 
marching through Seoul for the 
funeral of a student killed last 
month in an anti-government 
protest. 

Witnesses said the funeral of 
25-year-old Kim Kwi-Jong was 
boisterous but generally orderly.. 
Only a few teargas grenades were 
fired at the crowd, which stopped 
for a funeral ritual near the spot 
where foe woman was failed. 

Despite the teargassing, the 
long funeral procession, preceded 
by students' brandishing steel 
pipes and carrying signs calling 
for the downfall of president Rob 
Tae-Woo, was allowed to con- 
tinue. 

But in western Seoul, about 
2,000 students clashed with 
police, tossing firebombs and 
paving stones. Police responded 


with teargas. 

Kim , a student of French litera- 
ture at Seoul’s Sunkwunkwan 
Confudan University, died May 
25 in foe capital during one of the 
anti-government demonstrations 
that have shaken Sooth Korea 
since April 26, when riot police 
fatally beat a student during a 
protest. 

Authorities have said she was 
trampled to death by panicky 
fellow protesters, dissidents say 
she was suffocated by teargas or 
beaten by police. 

Prel iminar y reports of a post 
mortem examination appear to 
support the officials. 

About 20,000 riot police had 
been deployed in central Seoul 
for the funeral procession. Au- 
thorities had banned some por- 
tions of the march but comman- 
ders on the scene allowed the 
mourners to proceed. 

Banners carried by the mar- 


chers bore slogans such as “we 
wdl overcome our sorrow and 
anger with struggle.*’ “put Roh 
Tae-Woo in prison” and “seek 
revenge for the martyrs.” 

The coffin was carried by about 
30 pallbearers surrounded by 
some 1,000 students wielding 
long wooden staves. 

Many mourners wore T-shirts 
bearing Kim’s portrait and car- 
ried Mack-draped placards bear- 
ing foe dead woman’s picture. 

Funeral organisers had planned 
a number of roadside rituals, a 
traditional Korean funeral prac- 
tice where the mourners stop for 
ceremonies at places associated 
with the dead person’s life. 

“We’re walking cm the streets 
walked by Kim ^Kwi-Jong ; but she 
can walk them no more,” a stu- 
dent leader shouted through a 
kmdhailer as Kim’s flag-draped 
coffin was carried out of the 
University campus. 


Yugoslav leaders meet 
to ease political tension 


BELGRADE (R) — The presi- 
dents of three Yugoslav republics 
met Wednesday to try to reach a 
compromise on nationalist con- 
flicts that have caused at least 22 
deaths this year and pushed the 
country dose to civil war. 

Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia 
and his arch-rival, Croatia’s Fran- 
jo Tudjman, met Aiija Izetbego- 
vic of Bosma-Henaegpvwa for 
talks amid heavy security in the 
Adriatic port of Split. 

Bosnia is sandwiched between 
Communist-dominated Serbia, 
the largest of Yugoslavia's six 
republics, and secession-minded 
Croatia — the two main power 
brokers in the Balkan country’s 
complex political equation. 

Media speculate Milosevic and 
Tudjman want to divide Bosnia, 
which has a mixed population of 
Serbs, Croats and Muslims. 

Bosnia would feel foe brunt of 
a Yugoslav break-up because of 
that mixture. Many fear dv3 war 
could be fought there. 

Bosnian police have inter- 


cepted several shipments of arms 
in recent weeks, some destined 
for Serbs and others for Croats. 
Serbian paramilitary insurgents 
staged an incursion into foe re- 
public last Saturday. 

The meeting came after a 
Croatian policeman was killed 
and a Serb blew himself up with 
his own bombs last Sunday, 
bringing to at least 22 the death 
toQ in ethnic violence this year. 

The Split meeting- Unas the result 
of a summit of the leaders erf aQ 
six republics last week which 
found nominal co m pro mi se be- 
tween Serbian demands for a 
centralised federation and Croa- 
tian and Slovenian advocacy of a 
union of sovereign states. 

“AH aspects of relations be- 
tween Serbs, Croats and Muslims 
wiQ be discussed,” a senior Croa- 
tian official said. He added this 
included internal borders. 

He said Tudjman had a propos- 
al for long-term solutions to ten- 
sions among the three ethnic 
groups but did not elaborate. 


Anti-Chinese protests 


reported in Tibet 


BEIJING (R) — Police arrested 
12 Tibetan nuns in Lhasa Jtme 9 
after they unfurled a Tibetan 
independence flag in the third 
consecutive Sunday protest 
against Chinese rule of the Hima- 
layan region, travellers re turning 
from Lhasa said Wednesday. 


The protesters demonstrated 
briefly outside Tibetan Buddh- 
ism’s holiest shrine, the Jokhang 
Temple, before police moved In, 
said the travellers who were told 
of the arrests by several diffe re nt 
Tibetan sources. 

The Tibet office in Beijing said 
it had not heard of the incident. 
Officials in Lhasa were not avail- 
able for co mment . 

On the previous Sunday, June 
2, four Tibetan monks were 
arrested afteT they also displayed 
a Tibetan independence flag, the 
travellers said. 

The week before that about 20 
people protested in Lhasa against 
Ch ine se rule of Tibet before 
police broke up the demonstration 


and detained two people. 

Under tight security, China last 
month celebrated 40 years of 
Communist rale over the Hima- 
layan region. 

The travellers said plainclothes 
and uniformed police still 
swarmed throughout foe city. 
Soldiers with guns and spotlights 
stood guard on some rooftops. 

Many shopkeepers refused to 
open their doors Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday in protest at a rise in 
taxes to pay for the 40th 
anniversary celebrations, the 
travellers said. 

China has all bat shut off access 
a to Tibet by foreign journalists 
since it imposed martial few in 
Lhasa in March 1989 after three 
days of separatist protests and 
rioting that were quelled by 
police opening fire on crowds. 

Martial few was lifted in May of 
last year but tight restrictions cm 
travel by foreigners remain in 
effect. No Beijing-based foreign 
journalists were allowed to attend 
die anniversary celebrations. 



Julia Roberta 




IjOS ANGELES (R) r — Acae 
Julw Roberts, the star ©£“Prk 
Wfonan,” has pot off har &a 
riage toaetpr Kiefer Sufoerbni 
foe sen of Donal d; 

PafKingsiey saidbofoRobm 
and Sutherland haddeddwlx 
foe : postponement. “It-was 
mutual dedrion,” she sakL Tl 
couple wacs to fiave mamc4 H 
day/ Roberts* -23, aad Suthe 
land, 24, met two ye»i agp-ac 
have been HaBywoasFs fobtte 
“jtenT ever smre.Smceto 
ing fo sfardcan m 
blockbnstet snmmer ntorii 
“Pretty 'Woman/*- Rbbert&.fai 
-become tixs l^iest, p4td aette 
m HoflyWooctShe wffl ported 
receive $7 tmffian far ber ne 
movie, ‘ r Renegud^ w, n»tfdtte 
was .rushed to. Cedan-Sin; 
Medical Center hr LosvAngel 


hospital for five* days wift a a 
were case of fla- Asked whctfe 
her fflness might bavecaosed ft 
postponement, Kingsley sdi< 
yon can spcculatc on that^ bm 
don’t think so. ‘T xeaBy ckta 
know what happened.: ! ';ws 

merefytold ft waknmutiial d£c 
skm.” ' • 


Abandoned fiancee 
gets $25,000 vV " ^ 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Bra4fl{Al 
— A coral has awardod$25,0C 
to a woman whose fiahceen 
fused to tie the tasot after promt 
mg wedding -Mb for an eutii 
decade, a major TV netwoi 
reported. TV Gfobo said* am 
court h* Curitiba, 845 ItiLometn 
southwest of Rio, based its dec 
sum on a section of the : pen 
code that grants a financial setti» 
meat to foe' “honest woota 
seduced by the promse of an 
riage.” Sotange Machado, ft 
eternal bride-to-be , went to ebu 
after her fiancee called on th 

wet 


ding day only to saythat he wool 
not go ahead with foe ceremony 
Adding insult to injnty, tb 
groom, a doctor fromtfr© city t 
Foz de Iguacu, ntfbrfljed th 
heartbroken Mjss Maatfjdo tin 
he was already married and te 
urinated the relationships Mi 
Machado’s lawyer told TV Gob 
that from now on men should “h 
careful before making any pron 
ises (about marriage).” “The n 
percussion Axis case is having i 
going to alert many women abai 
doned an the eve of the cen 
many,” he told the network. 


Snake makes 
suspect confess 


NEW YORK (R) — A ma 
accused of murdering three Vie 
namese gang members claim 
police forced him to confess b 
threatening to have a snake bit 
him and be wants the boa cot 
stricter called as a witness, i 
Manhatt an c riminal court judg 
Tuesday reserved decision o 
whether to cafl the slithery sever 
foot-long (2.1 metre) serpent t 
court. Taman-born David Tai 
18, charged with two others c 
falling three members of theYta 
namese “Bora to Kill" gang 
daims that the snake, Maxwell 
made him confess to the slaying 
while being questioned by tiete< 
tives last Oct. 18. MaxweO iakep 
as a pet in a pbtice precinct n 
New York’s Chinatown. : Tai’ 
lawyer, Paul Ascfaer, said the fei 
allows calling animals to court 
He cited a case in winch a 
appeals judge ruled that a hors 
was allowed to appear in court 
Ascfaer said two detecting on 
Chinese and the other non-Ariap 
forced Ins cheat to confess b 
threatening to “have the 
bite him on the butt” (buttocks) 
Ascfaer said Tai, who speaks B 
mited Engfisb, was toMby th 
Chinese detective, “I don't wan 
to see you suffer the snake. / 
bite in the butt can be ;.ver 
painful. When Americans]?** 
things they mean them." r. / 


10 sentenced to ’ 
death for sailing 91; 
women into slavery 


BEIJING (R) — - A com 
northern China has sentence 
people to death for abductinj 
seffing 91 women into shiver) 
official legal daily said Too 
The court in Xmzhou Ch 
Sfaamti province sentence* 
accomplices to death with a 
year stay of execution, the i 
paper said. The slavery 
ranted 210,000 yuan ($39, 
since it began the abduction 
1988 . AB tire victims were aq 
farmers in in ner MoagoUj 
said. Such reports have bet 
increasingly common in 
Qri n w s e press. A shortag 
wilting bodes for fanners is 


as 
tkms. 




